Virginia Safe Routes to School 
Zone In, Not Out Program Press Release Templates 
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For immediate Release
[Release date]

Contact: 
[Name, number and email]
[City, County, area] School(s) fights distracted driving as part of a school zone safety awareness campaign
[City, State]  -- [Name of School, participating organizations, etc.] in [city or county] is taking steps to combat distracted driving around the school. The school is participating in Zone In, Not Out, a school zone safety awareness campaign currently underway in schools across the state. 
[Information about other program details].  

Distracted driving includes any activity that could divert the driver’s attention away from the primary task of driving. This includes, but is not limited to, texting, using a mobile phone, eating or drinking, talking to passengers, personal grooming, reading maps or navigation devices, or adjusting the radio. Activities that involve multiple types of attention (visual, cognitive, manual), such as texting, may be the most concerning type of distraction.  

While drivers must always give their complete attention to the road, school zones are called out as areas where extra attention is required. During arrival and dismissal periods, many factors, such as a mix of modes, dozens, if not hundreds of people traveling in multiple directions, and the presence of children who are more difficult to see than adults due to their small size, create a need for extra attention when driving. 
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For additional local information, please contact [name] at [phone number.]

Other ways [name of school] is working to make the school zone safe is by collecting data, providing education, disseminating information, and conducting activities related to the following themes:

· Speeding

· Distracted walking and bicycling

· Crossing guards

· Safety patrols

· Walkabouts

About the Virginia Safe Routes to School Program
VDOT's Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) assists interested localities and schools in the development of plans, activities, and infrastructure improvements to make bicycling and walking to school a safe and appealing transportation option for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. For more information, visit www.virginiadot.org/saferoutes.  
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For immediate Release
[Release date]

Contact: 

[Name, number and email]

[City, County, area] School(s) fights distracted walking and bicycling as part of a school zone safety awareness campaign
[City, State]  -- [Name of School, participating organizations, etc.] in [city or county] is taking steps to combat distracted driving around the school. The school is participating in Zone In, Not Out, a school zone safety awareness campaign currently underway in schools across the state. To address distracted walking and bicycling, [Name of school] is engaged in the following activities:

· [Information about program details].  

Distracted Walking and Bicycling
We often hear about distracted driving, however, distraction is also a problem for people walking and bicycling. In 2015, the National Safety Council’s annual report on unintentional deaths and injuries included statistics on injuries to pedestrians related to mobile phone use while walking. The study found that 54% of injuries involved persons aged 40 years or younger and that nearly 80% of the injuries were caused from a fall. 

In a 2013 study conducted by SafeKids Worldside. one in five high school students and one in eight middle school students were observed crossing the street distracted. Distraction typically involved using a mobile phone or listening to headphones. Girls were 1.2 times more likely than boys to be walking while distracted.

Education is an important tool to combat distracted walking and bicycling. As many students are driven as their primary means of transportation, they may be unaware of traffic rules and safety.  

For additional local information, please contact [name] at [phone number.]

Schools participating in Zone In, Not Out will collect data, provide education, disseminate information, and conduct activities related to the following themes:

· Speeding

· Distracted driving

· Distracted walking and bicycling

· Crossing guards

· Safety patrols

· Walkabouts


 About the Virginia Safe Routes to School Program
VDOT's Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) assists interested localities and schools in the development of plans, activities, and infrastructure improvements to make bicycling and walking to school a safe and appealing transportation option for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. For more information, visit www.virginiadot.org/saferoutes.  
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For immediate Release
[Release date]

Contact: 

[Name, number and email]

[City, County, area] School(s) focused on speed reduction as part of a school zone safety awareness campaign
[City, State]  -- [Name of School, participating organizations, etc.] in [city or county] is taking steps to combat distracted driving around the school. The school is participating in Zone In, Not Out, a school zone safety awareness campaign currently underway in schools across the state. 


Speeding and Injuries
Vehicle speed plays a major role in the risk of pedestrian fatality and serious injury in a crash. When a vehicle is traveling 20 MPH, the risk is 20%, at 30 MPH, the risk increases to 50%, and at 40 MPH, the risk increases to 77%.
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In Virginia, the posted speed limit for school zones is 25 miles per hour. Drivers caught speeding in school zones may have their licenses suspended for up to 6 months. 
To address speeding in school zones, [Name of school] is engaged in the following activities:

· [Information about program details].  

For additional local information, please contact [name] at [phone number.]

Schools participating in Zone In, Not Out will collect data, provide education, disseminate information, and conduct activities related to the following themes: 
· Speeding

· Distracted driving

· Distracted walking and bicycling

· Crossing guards

· Safety patrols

· Walkabouts

About the Virginia Safe Routes to School Program
VDOT's Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) assists interested localities and schools in the development of plans, activities, and infrastructure improvements to make bicycling and walking to school a safe and appealing transportation option for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. For more information, visit www.virginiadot.org/saferoutes.  

###
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Contact: 

[Name, number and email]

[City, County, area] School(s) launching a crossing guard program as part of a school zone safety awareness campaign
[City, State]  -- [Name of School, participating organizations, etc.] in [city or county] is taking steps to combat distracted driving around the school. The school is participating in Zone In, Not Out, a school zone safety awareness campaign currently underway in schools across the state. 
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Crossing Guards play an important role in pedestrian safety
Crossing guards help students cross streets on their way to school, adding increased visibility to the pedestrians and crosswalks. Studies have shown that the presence of crossing guards can increase the numbers of pedestrians, likely due to safety perceptions. In addition to assistance with crossing the street, crossing guards serve as “Eyes on the street,” monitoring the area for persons engaging in unsafe behavior.
[Name of school] is engaged in the following activities:

· [Information about program details].  
· Include a photo of a crossing guard from your school
For additional local information, please contact [name] at [phone number.]

Schools participating in Zone In, Not Out will collect data, provide education, disseminate information, and conduct activities related to the following themes:

· Speeding

· Distracted driving

· Distracted walking and bicycling

· Crossing guards

· Safety patrols

· Walkabouts

About the Virginia Safe Routes to School Program
VDOT's Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) assists interested localities and schools in the development of plans, activities, and infrastructure improvements to make bicycling and walking to school a safe and appealing transportation option for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. For more information, visit www.virginiadot.org/saferoutes.  

For immediate Release
[Release date]

Contact: 

[Name, number and email]

[City, County, area] School(s) is holding a walkabout as part of a school zone safety awareness campaign
[City, State]  -- [Name of School, participating organizations, etc.] in [city or county] is taking steps to combat distracted driving around the school. The school is participating in Zone In, Not Out, a school zone safety awareness campaign currently underway in schools across the state. 

Walkabouts as a way to understand safety concerns around a school
The Walkabout is an excellent opportunity for community stakeholders to experience pedestrian and bicycle conditions, share perspectives, and build consensus around potential solutions. The Walkabout report will include descriptions and photos of the conditions observed during the Walkabout. Recommended infrastructure improvements may also be included in the report, if the applicant intends to apply for a specific funding opportunity.
[Name of school] is engaged in the following activities:

· [Information about program details].  
· Include a map of the walkabout route
For additional local information, please contact [name] at [phone number.]

Schools participating in Zone In, Not Out will collect data, provide education, disseminate information, and conduct activities related to the following themes:

· Speeding

· Distracted driving

· Distracted walking and bicycling

· Crossing guards

· Safety patrols

· Walkabouts 

About the Virginia Safe Routes to School Program
VDOT's Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) assists interested localities and schools in the development of plans, activities, and infrastructure improvements to make bicycling and walking to school a safe and appealing transportation option for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. For more information, visit www.virginiadot.org/saferoutes.  

For immediate Release
[Release date]

Contact: 

[Name, number and email]

[City, County, area] School(s) is launching a student safety patrol as part of a school zone safety awareness campaign
[City, State]  -- [Name of School, participating organizations, etc.] in [city or county] is taking steps to combat distracted driving around the school. The school is participating in Zone In, Not Out, a school zone safety awareness campaign currently underway in schools across the state. 

Student safety patrols help keep school zones safe while giving students added responsibilities
A student safety patrol assists staff and/or crossing guards during arrival and dismissal. Students on the patrol engage in a variety of activities, depending on the school’s needs and the student’s capabilities. Activities may include helping gather students at the crosswalk to prepare for crossing, opening doors for students during drop-off periods, monitor other students loading or unloading from school buses, and many other helpful positions. Participation in a student safety patrol is a great way to build student role models, foster independence and responsibility, and provide needed assistance during busy times of the school year. 
[Name of school] is engaged in the following activities:

· [Information about program details].  
· [Include a photo of your school’s safety patrol where the place-holder photo is]
For additional local information, please contact [name] at [phone number.]

Schools participating in Zone In, Not Out will collect data, provide education, disseminate information, and conduct activities related to the following themes:

· Speeding

· Distracted driving

· Distracted walking and bicycling

· Crossing guards

· Safety patrols

· Walkabouts


About the Virginia Safe Routes to School Program
VDOT's Safe Routes to School Program (SRTS) assists interested localities and schools in the development of plans, activities, and infrastructure improvements to make bicycling and walking to school a safe and appealing transportation option for students in kindergarten through eighth grade. For more information, visit www.virginiadot.org/saferoutes.  

Schools: Insert a photo of your crossing guard in action





Schools: Insert a map of the walkabout route








