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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA |

Office of the Governor
September 4, 2003 .
The Honotable Frank R. Wolf . w_Thc Honorable Thomas M. Davis.
U. §. House of Representatives U. 8. House of Representatives
241 Cannon House Office Building 224 Cantion House Office Building

Washington, D. C. 20515 _ Washington, D. C. 20515
Gentletnen: | o

Thank you for vour June {8 letter réléting to,an?_additiohal_.westﬁduzid lane

on [-66 from the Rosslyn Tunnel to the Dulles Counector. I appreciate your many
contributiohs to improved transportation in Northern Virginia as we seek realistic,

affordable tranisportation solutions in theregion.

- In the spring of 2000, the Commionwealth Transportation Board allocated
funding to study a major widening of I-66 in both directions, between the :
Theodote Roosevelt Bridge and 1-495. In June of this year, the Commonwealth
Transportation Board eliminated funding for that proposal. As you acknowledged
in your letter, the scope. cost, complexity. and controversy associated with that

- 2000 proposal is many times greater than your current proposal, :

Even your more limited proposal has generated controversy. Arlington
County opposes it, while Fairfax County has supported the widening of this
segment of I-66. o : o |

o ’ﬂu’s controversy provides an oppammny to try a different way of doing
business in Northem Virginia. Assuming the U. S. Senate concurs with your 1-66
budget amendment, | will ask VDOT to work directly with the Federal Highway

- Administration to develop a “context-sensitive sol ution™ to the mobility and

community problems in this corridor. The Federal Highway Administration
advocates for, and can provide valuable technical assistance to, “context-sensitjve™
approaches to transportation problems. |
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An open, inclusive process that involves citizens and businesses from
Arl:ngton and Fairfax, as well as other interests and concerns from around the
. region. is the only way to implement a realistic, affordable, and effective
transportation solution in this corridor. My assumption is that the funds from your
budget smendment would be available to support this community-based planning
process. and that your budget amendment does not pre-suppose a particular
outcomme o remlt. ' ,

My only reques:s to VDOT and tbe Fe.dual Highwa) Adnﬁmmatiﬁn are
that any improvemerits recommended ag a tesult of this community-based
planning process be ldcated within the existing 'rights-of-way. and that the study
c:ms:der all realistic optiops. including the widening you advocate, a “no build™
option, one of more transit options, and ope ot more HOV. ’HOT lane options.

I trust tius approacb s acceptable to yoit and that this process will inark the
- beginning of a new way of doing business in Northern Vu-gmta 1 thank you fer
your ccmtmued support of the Commonwealth.

. Bincerely,

/IMK'L}

M#kR Warner
| MR W/es |

c The Honorable James P. Moran
' The Honorable Whittington W. Clement, Secretary of Transportation
The Honorable Paul Ferguson, Arlington County
The Honorable Katherine K. Hanley, Fairfax County
- Ms. Karen I, Rae, Director, Virginia Dcpaxtmem of Rail and Public

Transportanon '

Mr. Philip A. Shucet, Commissioner, Virgsma Department of
Transportation =
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