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location of crossings of Cooks Creek. Both CBAs involve three creek crossings
including the area where the bridge carrying Route 704 over Cooks Creek will be replaced
(see Figure 2).

Candidate Build Alternative A

CBA A is approximately 12,000 ft. in length and involves an area of
approximately 153.0 acres. Of the total area, a small number of acres (16.8 acres) are
disturbed due to roads, residential development, or commercial properties. Most of the
area covered by this alternative involves open farm fields, and there are only a few very
small wooded sections. The topography features considerable relief with a number of
different habitable landform types including ridges and terraces. Each of the three
crossings of Cooks Creek occur in areas lacking broad floodplains or well-drained
alluvial soils with potential for stratified sites or large precontact settlements.

One of the historic farms (VDHR #082-0316, the c. 1850 Mary Miller house) is
located within this CBA, but any related archaeological component would be unlikely to
affect decision making. This farm is located on a terrace above Cooks Creek and is
accessed from Route 704. Other historic sites may be encountered within the alternative
along the terrace or along Route 704. Similarly, historic sites could be identified along
both Route 257 and Route 257/42 at the project termini. However, again, such sites
would be unlikely to affect decision making.

Table 5 summarizes the characteristics of CBA A and the potential for
archaeological sites that would affect location decisions. The potential for significant
Civil War-related sites is low. During the 1864 skirmishing at Bridgewater, most of the
action appears to have occurred within Bridgewater and its eastern limits. Items related
to the Union camp east of the town may remain, but the probability of any subsurface
features is low. The units camped on the Bridgewater side of the North River, being
cavalry units tasked with picket duty, most probably did not fortify with rifle pits or other
earthworks. Any that might have been constructed were probably confined to the river
crossings. The possibility of encountering earthworks within this alternative is therefore
low.

Table 5: Characteristics of CBAs A and B and Potential for Sites Affecting Decision
Making.

Total Area of POTENTIAL FOR
Corridor |Area Within|Developed/Disturbed CIVIL WAR-RELATED
CBA |Length |CBA Land Within CBA* SITES
A 12,000 ft. |153.0 acres |16.8 acres (6.7 ha) LOW
(3,658 m) |(61.2 ha)
B 13,500 ft. |172.1 acres |[12.0 acres (4.8 ha) LOW
(4,115m) |(68.8 ha)

*undeveloped land includes woodlands, parklands, farmlands with isolated houses, and sparsely inhabited
crossroads while developed land includes paved areas and areas of commercial construction and residential
neighborhoods or subdivisions; disturbed land refers to areas such as surface mines, borrow pits, or
landfills
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The fact that the Warm Springs Turnpike (Route 247/42) was a major
transportation artery in the Valley and evidence confirming the extensive use of the road
throughout the war increase the possibility that Civil War-related items might be found.
However, even when the soldiers stopped to camp in the vicinity of Bridgewater, they did
not remain for long and substantial (as opposed to ephemeral) features would be absent.

Some antebellum homes along this alternative may have fallen victim to the
burning of the Bridgewater area in 1864. However, this punitive measure, carried out by
the troops of General Philip Sheridan, would have left very little with respect to military-
related archaeological remains. His troops would not have constructed earthworks, and
they moved through very quickly without long-term camping.

Candidate Build Alternative B

CBA B is approximately 13,500 ft in length and involves an area of
approximately 172.1 acres, and 12.0 acres can be classified as disturbed due to roads,
residential development, or commercial development. Like CBA A, the terrain includes
cleared agricultural land with only a few small wooded patches. The topography, with
considerable relief, is nearly identical to that of CBA A, and each of the three crossings
of Cooks Creek occur in areas lacking a broad floodplain or well-drained alluvial soils
with potential for stratified sites or large precontact settlements.

Two of the historic farms (VDHR #s 082-5416 and 082-5461, the c. 1890 Amos
Showalter Farm and the c. 1880 Frank Wenger Farm) are located within this CBA, but
any related archaeological component would be unlikely to affect decision making. The
former is located along the north side of Route 257/42 and the latter is along Route 704
on a terrace overlooking Cooks Creek. Other historic sites may be encountered within
this alternative along Route 257/42, along the terraces overlooking the Cooks Creek
crossings, or along Route 704. Similarly, postcontact sites could be identified along
Route 257 at the project termini. Such sites, however, would be unlikely to affect
decision making.

Table 5 includes the summary of the characteristics of CBA B and the potential
for sites affecting decision making. The potential for significant Civil War-related
archaeological sites is low. The limiting factors are identical to those cited for CBA A,
and there appears to be little difference between the corridors with respect to potential for
sites that might affect decision making.
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SUMMARY

There are no previously recorded archaeological resources within the APEs for
CBAs A and B, but information on previously recorded sites in the three-mile vicinity of
the current project has provided considerable information on archaeological potential
within the alternatives. Information on historic architectural resources from CCR’s
recent identification survey for the Bridgewater Bypass Location Study (Stewart and
Lautzenheiser 2007) and CCR’s archaeological assessment for the nearby Harrisonburg
Southeast Connector project (Bamann and Hall 2005) also provided information on
archaeological potential.

The previously recorded site types present in the three-mile project vicinity
include precontact Native American artifact scatters, an indeterminate limestone cave
site, a Late Archaic camp, a late eighteenth-century cobbler shop ruin, the site of a mid-
eighteenth century structure, nineteenth- and/or twentieth-century domestic sites and
structures, nineteenth-century mill dams and ruins, a Civil War skirmish site at
Bridgewater, and a twentieth-century railroad abutment. Additional sites from all time
periods have at least some potential of being encountered in unsurveyed areas, as
summarized in Table 6.

The potential for precontact Native American sites is highest at crossings of
Cooks Creek, which occur in both CBAs, and somewhat lower in uplands areas away
from this stream. The potential for large Paleoindian or Archaic base camps and
Woodland villages is generally low given the lack of riverine settings or broad, well-
drained floodplains. Smaller resource extraction sites are more likely to be encountered,
but these would be unlikely to require costly excavation or preservation in place. Only
limestone cave sites with either Native American burials or intact Native American
cultural deposits would potentially merit preservation or require extraordinarily costly
excavation. However, the specific bedrock geology of the project area does not support
the occurrence of karst features such as caves or sinkholes.

There is potential for postcontact sites dating to as early as the eighteenth century.
Postcontact sites will be most likely along historic roads or along Cooks Creek.
Architectural survey results documenting the presence of nineteenth-century farms in
both CBAs suggests that associated sites will be encountered. These however, would
probably not affect decision making. Postcontact sites from the Civil War, related to
short-term encampments or General Sheridan’s 1864 burning of the Bridgewater vicinity,
may also be present, but these would be unlikely to require costly excavation or merit
preservation in place. Only Civil War-related sites such as battle or skirmish landscapes,
earthworks, campsites, and field hospital or headquarters sites would be likely to affect
decision making. In general, the majority of the potential postcontact site types are
unlikely to affect decision making.
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Table 6: Summary of Archaeological Potential by CBA.

POTENTIAL FOR SITES BY PERIOD POTENTIAL FOR SITES THAT
COULD AFFECT DECISION
MAKING:
CBA |Palecindian [Archaic Woodland |Postcontact CIVIL WAR-RELATED SITES
low to low to
A low moderate  |moderate |high LOW
low to low to
B low moderate  |moderate |high LOW

The natural and cultural features of the two CBAs are nearly identical, especially
since the two alternatives have overlapping APEs for the southern half of the corridors.
For the area of divergence, there is little difference in the current land use or topography,
and most of the project area consists of cleared agricultural fields. The major distinction
between the two alternatives is the location of crossings of Cooks Creek. However, none
of the crossings involve areas of broad floodplains or well-drained alluvial soils, and the
potential for significant sites is low.

Table 6 also summarizes the potential for sites affecting decision making. For
both CBAs, the potential for significant Civil War-related sites is low, and there appears
to be little difference between the corridors with respect to potential for sites that might
affect decision making. The possibility of encountering battlefield landscapes,
earthworks, long-term campsites, headquarters sites, or hospital sites is low for several
reasons. First, the documented skirmishing in the area appears to have occurred within
Bridgewater and its eastern limits, and related short-term camps and pickets are unlikely
to have involved earthworks or subsurface features except along the North River outside
the current APE. Second, although the Warm Springs Turnpike (Route 247/42) was a
major transportation artery in the Valley, any military camps along the route were short-
term and would be unlikely to result in intact archaeological features. Third, though
some antebellum homes along the alternatives may have fallen victim to the burning of
the Bridgewater vicinity in 1864, this punitive measure would have left very little with
respect to military-related archaeological remains.
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