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Figure 32: Deep Set Window in East Room (Den). 
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and served not only as a dwelling, but likely as a tavern as well.  The house was added to 

as the family grew and extant agricultural outbuildings enhance the physical context of 

the dwelling.  

 

 Locust Hill also is eligible under Criterion C as an example of an early 

eighteenth-century log dwelling that was enlarged to reflect a more typically Georgian- 

style appearance.  At present, the two-and-a-half-story dwelling exhibits a center hall, 

single-pile plan or a hall-parlor-passage-type plan.  The addition of two bays to the west 

end of the house appears to date from the early nineteenth century.  Pegged joinery and 

the lack of a ridge board in the attic also provide evidence of the early construction date 

of the dwelling.  The front door, which appears to be original, is topped by a simple, four-

light transom, which are also typical of the Georgian style but without any elaborate 

decorative surround.  Interior details such as mantels, stair details, and bull’s eye motifs 

at door and window openings also provide clues to the evolution of the house and 

indicate that the western bays likely date from the early nineteenth century.  Locust Hill 

is a dwelling that represents the evolution of an early frontier log dwelling into a dwelling 

that reflected the elements from the Georgian and later Greek Revival styles.  The 

building is a reflection of the vernacular adaptation of the styles and is modest in its level 

of ornamentation. 

 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION: The 1.73 acre current tax parcel includes the 

remaining outbuildings and is recommended as the NRHP boundary (Figure 33). 

 

VDHR INVENTORY NUMBER:  098-5168 

RESOURCE NAME AND ADDRESS:  SANDERS FARM, 414 MEADOWBROOK 

LANE 
DATE(S):  c. 1905 

DESCRIPTION:  The Sanders Farm, located south of I-81, is located on both sides of 

Meadowbrook Lane in a rural area of open pasture and rolling hills.  The house is set on a 

rise and is accessed by a driveway on the west side of the house that extends to the rear of 

the house (Figures 34 and 35).  Mature trees are planted along the driveway near the 

house.  Foundation plantings also are present. Trees are planted throughout the yard, 

which surrounds the house and is enclosed by a board fence. The outbuildings associated 

with the dwelling are located to the east and the south.  The expansive views from the 

dwelling include open farmland on all sides.  Farm ponds are located north of the 

dwelling. 

 

 This two-story, Dutch Colonial-style dwelling is covered by a side-facing gambrel 

roof that is clad with asphalt shingles.  The dwelling is clad with aluminum siding and is 

set on a foundation of rusticated stone.  The three-bay façade (north elevation) holds a 

centrally located entrance that features a single-leaf wooden door with a nine-pane 

window set above three recessed horizontal panels; the opening is detailed with a multi-

light transom and sidelights.  The three-sided, projecting bays that flank the entrance hold 

nine-over-one wood-sash windows. The one-story, two-bay-wide front porch is covered 

by a low-pitched, front-facing gable roof with a deep pediment that is supported by fluted 

Doric columns set on a raised foundation.  Concrete steps lead up to the porch, which  



 

Figure 33:  Proposed NRHP Boundary for Locust Hill (VDHR #098-5129) as Shown on a 2003 Aerial Photograph. 
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Figure 34: Sanders Farm (VDHR #098-5168). 

Figure 35: Sanders Farm (VDHR #098-5168). 
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also features wooden handrails and balusters between the columns.  The upper level of 

the façade holds three dormers along the lower slope of the gambrel roof.  The two end 

dormers are covered by gable roofs and hold slender, paired six-over-one wood-sash 

windows.  The center dormer is polygonal in shape and holds paired nine-over-six wood-

sash windows.  An interior brick chimney with corbelled cap is located just east of the  

center of the roof ridgeline; a second interior chimney, also with a corbelled cap, is 

located near the west end of the roofline. 

 

 The two-bay-deep west elevation holds nine-over-one wood-sash windows that 

are flanked by louvered shutters.  Small round windows are located in the gambrel ends 

at the attic level.  The east side elevation also holds nine-over-one windows and a single 

one-over-one window in the gambrel end at the attic level.  An entrance is located on the 

east side that is covered by a gable-roofed wing that is open on the south side.  The 

shorter, two-bay, gable-roofed wing that extends east of the covered entrance serves as a 

garage/workshop area and is also open on the south side. Details on these wings include 

wooden post and lattice supports, aluminum siding, and short six-over-one windows. 

 

 A two-story, hip-roofed addition has been constructed across the rear (south) of 

the dwelling.  A cross-gable is centrally located on the rear of the addition and holds an 

oval window with a wide decorative surround at the center (see Figure 34).  Windows on 

the two-story addition are small six-pane windows and three-over-one windows.  A one-

story, hip-roofed porch located on the rear of the addition is enclosed with one-over-one 

windows and holds a secondary entrance.  A one-story, gable-roofed wing projects from 

the west end of addition and features a pedimented end, rusticated stone foundation, and 

nine-over-one windows.  A gable-roofed bulkhead is located on the west side of the two-

story addition.  A rounded window bay covered by a pent roof and clad with board-and-

batten siding is located at the junction of the rear addition and the main house. 

 

 The interior of the house exhibits a center hall, double-pile plan.  The wide 

entrance hall holds the straight run stair on the west side (Figure 36).  The treads, 

handrail, and newel posts of the stair are left unpainted (possibly walnut wood), while the 

risers and the balusters have been painted white.  The stout, square newel post features 

recessed flutes on each side.  Stairs to the basement are located on the backside of the 

main stair.  The hall is detailed with a molded baseboard and finishes include oak 

flooring and plaster walls.  Although chair rails are used in many spaces, there are no 

wall moldings.  Cast iron radiators are present throughout the house. 

 

 The front section (north end) of the hall, which also holds entrances into the living 

room and den, is divided from the south end of the hall by a pair of multi-paned French 

doors.  This modification may have occurred in the late twentieth century when 

remodeling took place.  The hall, which runs the depth of the house, opens onto the 

enclosed porch (now sunroom) at the south end.  The wooden door to the porch holds a 

single fixed pane window above three recessed horizontal panels.  This door opening and 

others in the hallway feature wide wooden surrounds with slightly convex pilasters and a 

tall cornice above.  Later openings, such as closets, are distinguished by flat surrounds.   
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Figure 36: Sanders Farm Entrance Hall  

(VDHR #098-5168). 
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 Entering the dwelling from the north, a living room is located on the west side and 

a room now used as a den is on the east side of the hall.  Corner fireplaces are located in 

each room.  The living room fireplace features round, engaged Doric columns that 

support a rectangular entablature and a shelf mantel (Figure 37).  Although the brick on 

the face of the firebox opening has been painted, the brick hearth is exposed.  Other  

details in the living room include a chair rail, a tall baseboard, oak flooring, and plaster 

walls.  The den exhibits the same details.  The fireplace in the den features square Doric 

pilasters with recessed panels that support a paneled entablature and a deep shelf mantel 

above that is detailed with a beaded edge.  As with the living room fireplace, the brick on 

the face of the firebox has been painted, but the hearth is exposed. 

 

 The dining room is located south of the living room and is accessed via a set of 

six-panel wooden pocket doors.  The dining room also is detailed with oak flooring, a 

molded baseboard, and chair rail.  The west wall holds a three-sided bay window of nine-

over-one wood-sash windows.  These openings are detailed with convex wooden 

surrounds with a tall cornice above.  The dining room opens into the hall via a 15-pane 

French door (a replacement) on the east wall, and into the breakfast room on the south.  

The latter room holds a single window opening in the west wall and is detailed with 

beaded board wainscoting. The remodeled kitchen is located south of the breakfast room.  

The enclosed porch, now used as a sunroom, is located on the east side of the kitchen and 

is also accessible from the center hall.  The sunroom features one-over-one windows and 

a tile-clad floor. 

 

 The second floor of the dwelling is accessed via the stairs in the center hall.  A 

bedroom and bath on the west side of the house is accessed from the west side of the stair 

landing, but is not accessible from the center hall.  A small bath is connected to this 

room.  

 

 Three bedrooms are accessed from the center hall.  Spaces on this floor are 

finished with oak flooring and plaster walls; the hallway features a wooden chair rail and 

several of the door openings also hold operable glass transoms above.  Most doors are 

wooden, six-panel types.  Wooden corner wall beads were also noted.  

 

 The master bedroom is located on the east side of the hallway and is attached to a 

former nursery, now used as a dressing room.  A corner fireplace is located in the master 

bedroom and corresponds to the fireplace location in the den on the first floor.  The 

fireplace features engaged round Doric columns that support projecting blocks detailed 

with a floral motif on the front (Figure 38).  The fireplace entablature, which features a 

raised center panel, is topped by a bolection molding; the mantel shelf is edge with a 

cyma reversa molding.  The bedroom is well lit with windows on the north (from the 

dormer) and east sides (Figure 39).  A small closet is located on the east side of the 

dormer opening.  Finishes include wooden flooring and plaster walls; a wooden 

baseboard also is present. A doorway in the south wall leads into the small dressing 

room. 
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Figure 37: Sanders Farm Living Room Fireplace (VDHR #098-5168). 

Figure 38: Master Bedroom Fireplace (VDHR #098-5168). 
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Figure 39: Sanders Farm Upstairs Master Bedroom  

with Dormer Window (VDHR #098-5168). 
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 The bedroom located on the west side of the hallway holds another corner 

fireplace.  The fireplace surround features recessed panels detailed with floral and scroll-

like motifs set within a bolection mold frame.  A molded mantel shelf extends above the 

fireplace.  A smaller bedroom is located in the southwest corner of the second floor.  A 

simple board mantel supported by sawn brackets is present in this room, but the fireplace 

has been filled. 

 

 A set of wooden stairs leads down from the first floor center hallway to the full 

basement.  The basement is used for storage and as a work area and there is a built-in 

wooden shelf to store canned goods.  The basement walls are the stone foundation walls 

of the house. 

 

 Outbuildings on the Sanders Farm are located east and south of the main 

dwelling.  A twentieth-century shed, clad with board-and-batten and covered by a metal-

clad gable roof, is located south of the house.  A mid-twentieth-century, concrete block 

shed is located northeast of the dwelling.  An early-twentieth-century barn is located on 

the east side of the outbuilding complex and consists of a tall, gambrel-roofed barn with 

low gable-roofed feeding and equipment shed wings. 

 

 The older outbuildings are located close to the main dwelling.  Located very close 

to the east of the garage wing of the main dwelling is a mid-nineteenth century, log 

smoke house that rests on a limestone foundation and is banked into the west side of the 

hill. The logs feature diamond notches with chinking between the logs and are finished 

with a whitewash (Figure 40).  The tall, one-and-a-half-story building is covered by a 

gable roof clad with standing-seam metal, overhanging eaves, and an extended gable on 

the west side over the entrance.  The gable ends of the building are clad with 

weatherboard.  The interior features a single space on the first-floor level and a loft 

above.  Logs appear to be hand-hewn. 

 

 Located east of the smoke house is a mid-nineteenth century secondary dwelling 

that is banked into the hill on the west side (Figure 41).  The dwelling is a single story, 

but with an above ground basement level due to the slope of the land.  The building is 

covered by a side-facing gable roof of standing-seam metal and is clad with stucco. A 

double mousetooth cornice is present beneath the roof eave.  An entrance (replacement 

door), now accessed by a concrete block and concrete stoop, is located on the north side 

of the dwelling.  Six-over-six wood-sash windows are located in the two bays east of the 

entrance (Figure 42).  A large exterior, single-shoulder chimney located on the west end 

is clad with stucco.  An interior concrete chimney is located on the south end of the roof 

ridgeline. 

 

 The east end elevation holds a pair of wooden doors and a single one-over-one 

window at the basement level.  The rest of the elevation is blank.  A shed-roofed addition 

has been built on the rear (south) side of the dwelling.  The addition features a concrete 

foundation and is clad with weatherboards. 
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Figure 40: Sanders Farm Smokehouse Exterior (VDHR #098-5168). 

Figure 41: Sanders Farm Secondary Dwelling (VDHR #098-5168). 
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Figure 42: Sanders Farm Secondary Dwelling  

Six-Over-Six Sash Window (VDHR #098-5168). 
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 The interior of the secondary dwelling holds two rooms on the upper floor and 

two rooms on the lower floor.  Entering the dwelling from the north, there is a mantel 

located on the west wall.  The mantel is heavily detailed with fluted pilasters, rope 

molding, a stepped mantel shelf (Figure 43).  Window openings feature molded 

surrounds.  An opening in the east wall leads into the second room on the first floor.  A 

fireplace on the east end wall of the room has been filled in.  Details in these spaces 

include wooden flooring, a simple wooden baseboard, and plaster walls. 

 

 The basement-level rooms were previously finished with wallboard.  Current 

restoration work has removed the wallboard, exposing both frame studs and the brick 

wall beyond.  A bricked-in fireplace and a stovepipe flue opening were also exposed on 

the west wall of the building.  The dwelling currently is used for storage. 

 

HISTORIC BACKGROUND:  In 1799, Manasses Friel (aka Freel, 1769-1830) acquired 

the property from George C. Taylor for $4,000.00 dollars (WCCCC 1799: DB 2:510-

512).  Manasses Friel owned the property until his death in 1830, when it was transferred, 

by will, to his daughter Sophia (WCCCC 1830: WB 3:427-428).  Sophia Friel inherited 

the property on which Manasses Friel lived at the time of his death, as well as other 

properties in Wythe County (WCCCC 1830: WB 3:427-428).  Sophia died between 1832 

and 12 September 1836 and willed the property to Elizabeth Friel Graham [Tate]. 

 

 Elizabeth Friel Graham [Tate] (WCCCC 1836: WB 4:353-355) was Sophia 

Friel’s maternal cousin.  She was born in 1813 and died in 1849.  She married Charles 

Campbell Tate in 1832.  When Elizabeth’s mother (Sophia’s maternal aunt) died, 

Elizabeth was placed in the care of Sophia’s mother.  Sophia’s mother died soon 

afterwards and Elizabeth was placed in Sophia’s care (Montgomery 1903).  

 

 Charles Campbell Tate, the widower of Elizabeth Friel Graham Tate, was willed 

the property (WCCCC DB 1869: 23:568-569) by Elizabeth Friel Graham and received it 

upon her death in 1849.  He retained the property until 1869, when he deeded the land to 

the “Children and Grand Children by his former wife Elizabeth F. Tate...”  

 

 In 1871, the heirs of Charles Campbell Tate, partitioned the property, by deed 

(WCCCC 1871: DB 24:117-118), with John M. Tate, Elizabeth Friel Tate’s eldest son, 

retaining the property.  According to Montgomery (1903:286), John Tate’s widow 

(Rebecca C. Tate) was resident on the property in 1903; the property was referred to as 

Maplewood. 

 

 E.H. Sanders and his wife Elizabeth G. Sanders bought the property in 1905 from 

Rebecca C. Tate, widow of John M. Tate, and their heirs (WCCCC 1905: DB 51: 30-32).  

The Sanders retained the property for 41 years before selling it to H.C. and Gertrude 

Honaker in 1946 (WCCCC 1946: DB 117:279-281).  Five years later, the Honakers sold 

the property to E.G. and Maye C. Bowman in 1951 (WCCCC 1951: DB 135:133). 

 

 Sometime between April 1951 and July 1952, Maye C. Bowman and E.G. 

Bowman divorced and Maye C. Bowman sold her interest in the property to E.G.  
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Figure 43: Sanders Farm Secondary Dwelling Fireplace  

(VDHR #098-5168). 
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Bowman (WCCCC 1953: DB 139:102-103).  In 1963, E.G Bowman and his wife, 

Elizabeth H. Bowman, sold the property to E.G. Bowman, Incorporated (WCCCC 1963: 

DB 178:723).  In 1971, E.G. Bowman, Inc. sold the property to Randell L. Jewell, Robert 

J. Yates, and Artemus B. Jewell (WCCCC 1971: DB 211:476-488).  Sometime between 

1971 and 2003, the Jewell family conveyed the land to the Jewell Family Limited 

Partnership.  In 2003, the title deed was modified, and the Jewell Family Limited 

Partnership retained all of the property except for the parcel of land “...upon which the 

Jewell family home is situate [sic]...” which was retained by Ola Gay Jewell (Wythe 

County Instrument #030003931). 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NRHP ELIGIBILITY:  The Sanders Farm is 

representative of a mid-nineteenth to early-twentieth-century farmstead in Southwestern 

Virginia.  The secondary dwelling, which is believed to have been constructed around 

1850, may have served as the primary dwelling on the farm, but was later converted for 

farm use.  The main house, constructed around 1905, is a good example of the Dutch 

Colonial Revival style and exhibits such characteristics of the style as a large gambrel 

roof, shaped bays, and dormers.  The interior reflects a traditional center hall, double-pile 

plan and details include wooden floors, molded woodwork, and plaster walls.  The 

original openings are notable for their use of convex pilasters.  The fireplaces also feature 

refined surrounds.   

 

 The Sanders Farm also consists of a collection of outbuildings that date from the 

mid-nineteenth to the mid-twentieth century.  In addition to the secondary dwelling, there 

is a mid-nineteenth century smokehouse on the property, which retains its original log 

construction and has very good integrity.  The dairy/springhouse appears to date to the 

early twentieth century and the large gambrel-roofed barn with attached feeding shed and 

corncrib also date to the early twentieth century. 

 

 Although the main dwelling has been modified by the installation of aluminum 

siding, the dwelling retains a high level of integrity overall and reflects its historical 

architectural character.  The collection of outbuildings also enhances the setting of the 

dwelling and expresses the growth of the property over the last one hundred years.  The 

Sanders Farm is recommended as eligible for listing in the National Register under 

Criterion A for its association with the broad pattern of agricultural development in this 

area of Wythe County and under Criterion C as a good example of Dutch Colonial 

Revival style architecture. 

 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:  The recommended NRHP boundary is the 6.79-acre 

house tract (Figure 44) and an approximately 0.48-acre strip of land containing the barn, 

which is on an adjacent tract owned by the family.  This recommended boundary is 

bounded by a fence line and, to the east, an unnamed drainage. 



 

Figure 44:  Proposed NRHP Boundary for the Sanders Farm (VDHR #098-5168) as Shown on a 2003 Aerial Photograph. 
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VDHR INVENTORY NUMBER:  139-5037 

RESOURCE NAME AND ADDRESS:  WYTHEVILLE KNITTING MILL, 555 

PEPPERS FERRY ROAD 

DATE(S):  c. 1939 

DESCRIPTION:  The former Wytheville Knitting Mill is located on the southeast side 

of Peppers Ferry Road and about one-half mile south of Interstate-81 and north of the 

town of Wytheville.  The property’s location was chosen for its access to Lee Highway 

(Route 11) and major transportation routes.  The original factory faces north, and the 

property is accessed from Peppers Ferry Road by a paved driveway that is flanked by 

brick piers with brick wall panels.  A pedestrian entrance, located south of the vehicular 

entrance, is marked by similar piers and opens onto a concrete sidewalk.  A chain link 

fence extends between the brick piers and encircles the rest of the property.  The street 

front of the property is open lawn with large mature trees scattered throughout.  The 

edges of the property are also denoted by rows of trees, which provides a buffer between 

the factory and surrounding properties.  Little landscaping has occurred around the 

factory building; paved roadways abut the building and provide access to loading dock 

areas.  Concrete sidewalks also encircle the building.  Large paved parking areas are 

located on the north and east sides of the factory; a smaller paved parking area is located 

at the southwest corner of the factory near the late twentieth century addition.  The 

factory is set within an area of commercial and light industrial development within 

rolling topography. In 1965, a tract of 103 acres of the original factory property was 

purchased by the County of Wythe and the Town of Wytheville for the establishment of 

Wytheville Community College, which lies southeast of the factory building.  The factory 

property at present consists of approximately 20 acres. 

 

 The tall one-story factory consists of three front-facing gable-roofed wings that 

are connected at the front and rear by lower and slightly recessed cross-gable-roofed 

wings or hyphens, which created open courtyards between the building wings.  The roofs 

are clad with asphalt shingles and are detailed with wooden gable-end returns.  The 

exterior brick walls are laid in a pattern consisting of six rows of stretchers separated by a 

row of Flemish bond and the building rests on a poured concrete foundation.  All window 

and doors openings feature brick soldier courses with stylized concrete keystones at the 

top and concrete sills below (Figure 45).  Each front-end gable façade consists of five 

bays that hold centrally located, double-door entrances flanked by large spans of multi-

paned metal industrial windows.  Metal carriage lamps affixed to the exterior walls also 

flank the door openings and large metal vents ducts have been placed in the lunette 

openings set in the top of the gable ends.  The cross-gable sections of the building hold 

two bays, each of which consists of paired metal industrial windows.  The east wing and 

middle wing entrances have been replaced with flush metal doors, but the west entrance 

retains its original double, wooden doors with single windows flanked by rectangular 

sidelights set above a recessed wooden panel.  Above the opening, which gave access to 

the original office section of the factory, is a fixed window of 12 panes with three pane 

sidelights.  The entrance and wooden windows are set within a bay that is defined by a 

double, soldier course surround with a cast stone keystone above. Similar windows and 

surrounds are intact at the other entrances. 
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Figure 45: Wytheville Knitting Mill (VDHR #139-5037). 
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 The east side elevation of the factory is divided into 16 bays by brick pilasters.  

(The west side elevation of the original section of the factory is now obscured by a mid-

twentieth-century addition.)  Each bay holds a set of four large multi-paned metal 

industrial windows that are set above a brick panel and extend up to the overhanging roof 

eave.  Similar windows are present on the interior wall of the end wings, which originally 

faced into the courtyard areas.  Various elements are found on the side elevations 

including gutter downspouts, vents, and carriage lamps.   

 

 The ca. 1950 addition constructed on the south (rear) end of the middle gable-

roofed wing extended that section of the factory with additional window bays separated 

by brick pilasters (Figure 46).  A shed-roofed loading dock is located on the east side of  

the extending wing.  At present, a very large metal blower is located near the south end of 

the roof ridge.  Because of the slope of the land, the addition was banked into the hill on 

the north side allowing for the creation of a lower-level entrance.  A tall brick smokestack 

is centrally located at the south end of the wing (see Figure 46). 

 

 Small shed- and gable-roofed, metal clad additions have been constructed on the 

north and south sides of the building.  These small appendages often enclose or protect a 

secondary entrance or loading dock area.  Most glass window panes on the side and rear 

elevations have been painted, although the original windows remain intact. 

 

 Around the mid-twentieth century, a low, one-story, flat-roofed addition was 

constructed at the southwest corner of the factory.  The addition, which is L-shaped in 

plan, is of brick construction with metal coping on the wall edge.  A glass-enclosed, flat-  

roofed entrance bay projects from the west side of the addition and is accessed by a 

concrete sidewalk that leads to the entrance from the adjacent parking area.   

 

 The only secondary building on the property is a small, frame shed located south 

of the main factory.  The building is covered by an asphalt shingle-clad gable roof with 

gable-end returns, is sheathed with novelty wood siding, and is set on a concrete block 

foundation.  The shed is accessed from the west side.   

 

 Limited interior access was gained during survey.  In general, the original wings 

of the factory feature large, open areas where manufacturing activities occurred.  These 

spaces are detailed with concrete floors and concrete walls either clad with plaster or 

painted.  Open truss ceilings with hanging fluorescent lighting fixtures are present and the 

walls are punctuated with the large expanses of metal industrial windows.  None of the 

original knitting equipment is intact in the factory since the property was used during the 

late twentieth century for other industrial purposes.  The one-story, L-shaped office wing 

features a double-loaded corridor with office spaces to either side.  Floors are clad with 

vinyl tiles with vinyl baseboards or are carpeted.  The ceilings feature suspended 

acoustical tiles with inset fluorescent lighting fixtures. Walls are of wallboard or are 

finished with wood paneling.  



 59 

 

Figure 46: Wytheville Knitting Mill Smokestack  

(VDHR #139-5037). 
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HISTORIC BACKGROUND: The Wytheville Knitting Mill originally operated as a 

textile and knitting mill between 1935 and 1974 and was owned by Wyomissing 

Corporation (RCRA CA Fact Sheet 2009).  The predecessor of Wyomissing Corporation, 

three companies (Textile Machine Works, Berkshire Knitting Mill, and Narrow Fabric 

Company) collectively known as Wyomissing Industries, was founded around 1892 in 

Berks County, Pennsylvania and became an industry leader in the manufacture of hosiery 

machinery, full-fashioned hosiery, and narrow fabrics (Penn State Berks 2010; Reading 

Eagle [RE], 30 July 1932:5).  In 1938, the existing building in Wytheville was 

constructed and financed by Wyomissing Industries (Sierer 1938:7).  The complex was  

described as being constructed in “two sections, each 72 feet wide and 324 feet long, with 

a 30-foot courtyard in the middle” (Sierer 1938:1). 

 

 In 1981, the Alco Controls Division (formally Alco Valve Company) of Emerson 

Electric Corporation (later called Emerson Climate Technologies Flow Controls) 

purchased the property and took over operations at the site.  The Alco Valve Company 

was a pioneer in the control of refrigerant flow and between 1936 and 1941 patented an 

automatic constant pressure expansion valve for ammonia, which was a “...great step 

forward in refrigerant flow...[because it]...eliminated the need for constant personal 

attention on refrigerating systems” (Emerson Climate Control 2010).  Alco continued to 

grow and diversify, largely as a proprietary supplier of refrigerant flow controls to the 

U.S. Navy and Maritime Commission for surface and subsurface vessels.  Emerson 

Electric Corporation acquired Alco Valve Company in 1967, but did not begin 

production at the Wytheville facility until the 1970s.  Although Alco Valve Company and 

its successor companies have played a key role in refrigeration valve control, the initial 

technological developments of the company did not occur in the Wytheville facility.  The 

facility ceased operation in 2001. 

 

 The original section of the Wytheville Knitting Mill dates from the mid-1930s and 

was built as a new industry on the outskirts of Wytheville to provide additional 

employment opportunities for part-time agricultural workers or those who sought work 

away from the surrounding farms.  Construction began with two wings measuring 72-

feet-wide and 324-feet deep, which created a 30-foot-wide courtyard between the 

buildings.  Hosiery manufacturing was under operation by February 1938; a finishing 

plant wing was added soon after, which resulted in the three, front-facing gable-roofed 

wings of the factory and the two open interior courtyards.  The courtyards were enclosed 

with a flat roof in the mid-1970s and converted into interior manufacturing space.  In the 

1950s, additions were made to the factory including a one-story, L-shaped office wing. 

 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR NRHP ELIGIBILITY:  Although the Wytheville 

Knitting Mill is associated with the expansion of industrial development in the region and 

was operated by the nationally known Wyomissing Corporation., the factory building 

does not possess sufficient architectural or historical importance to qualify for listing in 

the National Register under Criterion A or C.  The building is of common brick and steel 

construction and is not distinctive in its architecture excepting some Colonial Revival 

style influence exhibited in the use of gable-end returns, large carriage lamps, and brick 

detailing around the door and window openings.  Perhaps the most innovative feature of 
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the factory—the interior courtyards, which were intended to provide light and air for the 

employees—has been obscured by the enclosure of these spaces in the mid-1970s.  When 

originally opened, the factory employed 500 laborers; the factory closed in 1974 and a 

different industry occupied the space.  That industry (Emerson Electric Corporation) 

occupied the building until 2001, when the factory employed a staff of 32.  The building 

has since been vacant.  The Wytheville Knitting Mill is not known to have had a 

significant impact on the industrial development of the region and, therefore, does not 

qualify for listing under Criterion A.  The factory appears to have been one of many 

industrial enterprises to be established in this area that was near major transportation 

routes and provided sufficient labor for the factory operations.  The factory, although a 

part of the larger Wyomissing Textile Industry, does not qualify under Criterion B for its 

association with any of the owners of the company.  Ferdinand Thun and Henry Janssen, 

founders of the Textile Machine Works, are well-known northern industrialists whose 

greatest accomplishments appear to have occurred at their original factories in 

Pennsylvania.  The Wytheville Knitting Mill was only one of the many textile factories 

owned and operated by the company. 

 




