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Dear Mr. Holma: 

As you are aware, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is coordinating the above 
referenced federally funded project in Prince William County with the Department of Historic 
Resources (DHR) and other interested/consulting parties in accordance with Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 as amended, and its implementing regulations, 
36CFR800. The VDOT has previously coordinated the eligibility of architectural properties 
within the undertaking’s Area of Potential Effects (APE) by letter dated, October 22, 2018. The 
DHR concurred on November 15, 2018 that the Williams Ordinary (DHR No. 212-0001) was the 
only historic architectural property within the APE. In the meantime, the VDOT has completed 
identification studies for archaeological resources in the APE. This letter constitutes a formal 
request for concurrence with our remaining identification of historic (archaeological) properties. 

Project Description and Area of Potential Effects 

The proposed undertaking consists of widening of Fraley Boulevard (Route 1, primarily in the 
Town of Dumfries) to three lanes in each direction between Bradys Hill Road and Route 234 
(Dumfries Road) to reduce congestion and improve safety and accessibility. The project 
proposes to eliminate the split of northbound and southbound traffic and carry both northbound 
and southbound traffic. The project will also construct a shared-use path along the southbound 
side of the new Fraley Boulevard alignment, and a sidewalk along the northbound side. The 
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project also proposes to widen the Fraley Boulevard bridge over Quantico Creek to minimize 
flooding impacts and increase capacity. 
 
The APE is defined as the “geographic area or areas within which an undertaking may directly or 
indirectly cause alterations in the character or use of historic properties, if any such properties 
exist” (36 CFR 800.16(d)). Specifically, the direct effects APE for archaeological resources 
encompass the limits of all new potential right-of-way (ROW) and easements for the project. 
Typically the direct effects APE is contained within a corridor 300-ft wide and centered on the 
existing US Rte 1 (150-ft to each side of Rte 1). The direct APE also includes connector roads to 
the southbound lanes of Rte 1. See Figure 1 of the enclosed 2019 Commonwealth Heritage 
Group (CHG) archaeological report for a graphic depiction of the direct effects APE. The 
indirect effects APE has been described in our previous November 15, 2018 letter to your office. 
 
Identification of Historic Properties 

 
From August to October 2018, VDOT’s consultant, CHG, performed Phase I archaeological 
survey for all areas within the proposed project footprint, as well as Phase II archaeological 
evaluation of archaeological site 44PW2020, a site thought to be potentially eligible for the 
NRHP. Please find enclosed 1 hardcopy (and 1 copy on CD-ROM) of the Phase I report entitled, 
Cultural Resources Survey and Archaeological Evaluation of Site 44PW2040 for the Route 1 

Widening Dumfries Project. Prince William County, Virginia. The report meets the Secretary of 
the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines (1983), as well as the DHR’s Guidelines for Conducting 

Cultural Resource Survey in Virginia (2011). The VDOT agrees with the recommendations 
provided in this report.  
 
44PW0855 is described as a Woodland camp and mid- to late-18th century domestic site. The 
site was determined eligible by VDHR in 1995, and as of this survey in 2018, the site has been 
destroyed. There are no significant archaeological deposits associated with the site within the 
APE, and no further work is recommended. 
 
44PW1840 (DHR No. 212-0001) is a mid-18th century through 20th century Tavern/Inn site 
(Williams Ordinary). The site was listed in NRHP and VLR in 1969. The portion of the site 
within the APE was found to have been disturbed by roadside utility installation and lacks 
archaeological integrity which does not contribute to the eligibility of the site.  
 
44PW1842 is a Revolutionary War camp whose location has not been archaeologically verified. 
The portion of the site mapped within the APE was inspected and shovel tested and found to lack 
integrity and does not contribute to any potential eligibility of the overall site. The remainder of 
the site outside the APE of this undertaking is unevaluated. 
 
44PW2040 is a Late Woodland camp and early-late 18th through early-late 19th century domestic 
site. Archaeological evaluation and intensive testing found that the site has archaeological 
integrity (including a number of intact features and artifact patterning) and retains significant 
research potential. VDOT’s consultant excavated thirteen 1.5-x-1.5-ft exploratory shovel tests, 
176 shovel tests on a 25-ft grid, and fourteen 3.0-x-3.0-ft test units in locations of high potential 
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based on preliminary field results. Combined totals for the Phase I/II artifacts for 44PW2040 
include 17,723 historic artifacts and 129 prehistoric artifacts. The site contains multiple 
preserved archaeological deposits associated with eighteenth and nineteenth century occupations 
that were part of the early Colonial port town of Dumfries. Site 44PW2040 has five locus areas 
with intact subsurface deposits. The MCD date for Locus 1 is 1788.7; Locus 2 is 1799.7; Locus 3 
is 1790.0; Locus 4 is 1797.7; and Locus 5 is 1798.5. Multiple subsurface features were also 
identified. The site is recommended eligible for the NRHP in relation to Criterion D.  

The VDOT invites you to review the enclosed information and concur with our findings by 
signing the signature block below and returning the original signature to my attention within 30 
days. If you or any of the consulting parties copied on this letter have any questions or need 
additional information about this project, please do not hesitate to contact me at (540) 654-1737 
or Raymond.Ezell@vdot.virginia.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Raymond Ezell, RPA 
District Archaeologist 

Enclosures 

cc: \Christopher E. Martino, Prince William Co. Executive 
 \Justin Patton, Prince William Co. Archaeologist 

      \Jatinder Khokhar, Dumfries Town Planner/Zoning Administrator 
      \Jeremiah Burns, Historic Dumfries Virginia 

 \Rob Orrison, Prince William Co. Historic Preservation Division 

\file: 90339 

mailto:Raymond.Ezell@vdot.virginia.gov
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ABSTRACT

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

i

ABSTRACT

The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is undertaking an approximately 2.15-mile long 
project in Dumfries in Prince William County to widen Route 1 northbound lanes so that both northbound 
and southbound traffic will be on the northbound alignment. Commonwealth Heritage Group 
(Commonwealth) conducted a Phase I cultural resources survey of the area of potential effect (APE) for 
this project that included an archaeological and architectural survey. Previously recorded archaeological 
sites within the direct effects APE were revisited and assessed for their eligibility for the National 
Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Phase I survey of the APE included the excavation of 117 STs, 
including 99 regular STs, 15 judgmental STs, and 3 radial STs. Fifty-five STs were positive for historic or 
prehistoric artifacts, 51 within newly identified Site 44PW2040. Sites 44PW0855 and 44PW1842 had 
been mostly destroyed by commercial and industrial construction, and no further work is recommended. 
Site 44PW1840 is the Williams Ordinary, no further archaeological testing is recommended for the 
portion of the site within the APE due to disturbance from roadside utilities. 

Site 44PW2040 is a 3.40-acre, multi-component prehistoric, eighteenth, and early nineteenth-century site 
containing potential intact building remains. Phase I results at Site 44PW2040 showed the potential for 
intact subsurface Ap horizons containing historic artifacts across a wide portion of the site. 
Commonwealth recommended a Phase II evaluation survey on Site 44PW2040, and VDOT concurred. 
The Phase II survey goal was to determine whether Site 44PW2040 is eligible for listing on the NRHP, 
and whether the portion of the site within the APE contributes to its NRHP eligibility. During the Phase II 
archaeological evaluation of Site 44PW2040, Commonwealth excavated 120 STs, so that the entire site 
was tested at a 25-ft interval. Commonwealth also excavated 13 1.5-ft-by-1.5-ft square exploratory square 
STs and 14 3-ft-by-3-ft TUs in locations determined as high potential based on preliminary field results. 
Combined totals for the Phase I and Phase II artifacts for Site 44PW2040 include 17,723 historic artifacts 
and 129 prehistoric artifacts. 

Site 44PW2040 presented a complex stratigraphy and rich historic artifact deposits across a large area, 
that included multiple locations with subsurface integrity and features. Locus 1 was identified as the 
possible kitchen feature deposit on the west side of Graham Street. Locus 2 was identified as the possible 
Calvert House location on the west side of Graham Street, with subsurface features. Locus 3 was 
identified as the Merchant House foundation area and extended north of Fairfax Street, on the west side of 
Graham Street. Locus 4 was identified as the possible Waters House location and Locus 5 was identified 
as the possible Waters Barn location on the east side of Graham Street. Artifacts from the intact 
subsurface deposits in these loci indicate occupations dating to the late 1780s and 1790s. 

Commonwealth recommends Site 44PW2040 as eligible to the NRHP based on Criteria D. Site 
44PW2040 retains integrity due to the presence of intra-site artifact and feature patterning, and intact 
stratigraphic contexts. The site location and its association with early town occupants suggest that it 
retains the integrity to answer important research questions. Furthermore, Site 44PW2040 is one of the 
few remaining areas within Dumfries that has not been altered by significant commercial, industrial, and 
residential development, and therefore is one of the few remaining archaeological sites associated with 
the eighteenth-century town occupants. Commonwealth recommends that data recovery excavations be 
performed at Site 44PW2040 on the areas within the APE that will be impacted by VDOT construction. 
This includes Locus 1 and Locus 2 on the west side of the site, and Locus 4 and Locus 5 on the east side 
of the site. Locus 3, the Merchant House and areas north of Fairfax Street, is completely outside of the 
APE and will not be impacted by the proposed VDOT project. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

1

1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) is undertaking an approximately 2.15-mile 
long project in Dumfries in Prince William County to widen Route 1 northbound lanes so that 
both northbound and southbound traffic will be on the northbound alignment. Commonwealth 
Heritage Group (Commonwealth) conducted a Phase I cultural resources survey of the area of 
potential effect (APE) for this project that included an archaeological and architectural survey 
(Figure 1). The investigation included limited historic background research on the prehistory and 
history of the APE and its vicinity, a reconnaissance architectural survey, and a Phase I 
archeological survey that included a walkover, shovel test, and metal detector survey. The 
approximately 4.6-acre APE for archaeology included all areas within 25 feet (ft) from the edge 
of the project's outermost proposed Right-of-Way (ROW) and easements along the Route 1 
northbound alignment and the connector roads based on the construction limits of the project as 
provided by VDOT. The results of the Phase I reconnaissance architectural survey were 
previously reported in a management summary. 

The purpose of the Phase I investigation was to determine the presence or absence of significant 
archaeological or architectural resources within the APE, and to the extent possible, evaluate the 
significance of any deposits and/or features that might be discovered. The survey was designed 
to comply with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources (VDHR) Guidelines for 
Conducting Cultural Resource Survey in Virginia (VDHR 2017), the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards and Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation, and the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, relevant sections of 36CFR800 and 36CFR60. Cynthia 
Goode, Ph.D., Amanda Balough, and Erin Godwin conducted the fieldwork for the Phase I 
archaeological survey between 10 July and 24 August 2018. Charles Goode served as the project 
manager and developed the historic context. Dr. Goode supervised artifact processing and 
conducted analysis. Sarah Traum conducted the architectural Phase I reconnaissance survey.

After consultation on the initial field results of the Phase I cultural resources survey, the VDOT 
requested supplemental investigations including Phase II evaluative testing of Site 44PW2040. 
The goal of the Site 44PW2040 evaluative testing was to determine whether the site is eligible 
for listing on the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The survey was designed to 
comply with the Virginia Department of Historic Resources Guidelines for Conducting Cultural 
Resource Survey in Virginia (VDHR 2017) and the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards and 
Guidelines for Archeology and Historic Preservation. Dr. Goode, Patrick Johnson, Ph.D, 
Amanda Balough, Erin Godwin, and Benjamin Snyder conducted the fieldwork for the Phase II 
archaeological evaluation between 11 and 30 October 2018. Charles Goode served as the project 
manager and developed the historic context. Ms. Balough, Ms. Godwin, and Dr. Johnson 
processed the artifacts. Dr. Goode supervised artifact processing and conducted artifact 
identification and analysis. Ms. Traum conducted deed research and compiled the land 
ownership history. Dr. Goode and Ms. Traum prepared the report. Sarah Ruch prepared the 
graphics.



1.0 INTRODUCTION

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

2

1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING
The Phase I APE and Site 44PW2040 lie in the Atlantic Coastal Plain Physiographic Province, a 
region that includes much of eastern Virginia and other states along the Eastern Seaboard. 
Formed from eroded sediments washing eastward, the Coastal Plain is characterized by 
sedimentary or unconsolidated bedrocks consisting mostly of coarse to fine grain fluviomarine 
sands with silt and clay inclusions. Because of this, the Coastal Plain’s topography is relatively 
flat and gently rolling, with well-drained soils occupying low marine terraces separated by 
sharply eroded stream and riverbeds. The APE lies along the western edge of the Inner Coastal 
Plain within the Fall Zone. The Fall Zone consists of the area several miles wide on each side 
of the Fall Line. The Fall Line is generally defined as the easternmost exposure of the igneous 
and metamorphic bedrocks which underlie the Piedmont region. The Fall Line is characterized 
by exposed rock ledges where rivers and larger streams drop from the Piedmont to the Inner 
Coastal Plain at or near sea level. 

The Phase I APE and Site 44PW2040 are situated within Prince William County, Virginia, 
within the Dissected Outcrop Belt of the Inner Coastal Plain that includes some of the oldest 
landscapes in the Mid-Atlantic Coastal Plain (Ator et al. 2005:38). It has a deeply incised 
drainage network and is underlain primarily by Lower Tertiary and Cretaceous sediments. The 
land surface has been exposed for at least 5 million years, is deeply weathered, and has been 
extensively modified by colluviation. Most of Site 44PW2040 is underlain by bedrock from the 
Potomac Formation, coarse-grained, pebbly, poorly-sorted, and thickly-bedded quartzo-
feldspathic sand dating to the Cretaceous period, 145 to 66 Million years ago (Mya). Small 
portions of Site 44PW2040 are also underlain by the Quantico formation which is metamorphic, 
graphitic, pyritic phyllite and slate dating to the Ordovician period (485 to 444 Mya). Near the 
banks of Quantico Creek are Quaternary period (2.6 Mya to present) terrace deposits of sand and 
pebble to cobble sized gravels. The Phase I APE outside of Site 44PW2040 is also underlain by 
the Potomac, Quantico, and Quaternary terrace formations, with areas directly adjacent to 
Quantico Creek also containing Quaternary Alluvium, the mud, sand, and gravel that form the 
flood plains of minor streams, swamp, and marsh land bordering tidal tributaries of the Potomac 
River.

The APE is located in the Potomac River Basin, part of the Chesapeake Bay Watershed. Within 
the Phase I APE is Quantico Creek, a partially tidal tributary of the Potomac River. Site 
44PW2040 is situated just northwest of Quantico Creek, which drains to the southeast directly 
into the Potomac River at nearby Possum Point. The creek’s watershed includes Prince William 
Forest Park and most of Quantico Marine Corps Base. Quantico Creek experienced heavy 
siltation beginning in the early eighteenth century when extensive tobacco farming caused 
erosion of the agricultural lands surrounding the creek. The infilling of the westernmost 
navigable portion of the creek led directly to the closure of the port at Dumfries in the late 
eighteenth century. 

The natural stratigraphy encountered in archaeological excavations is a product of the 
geological process of soil formation. An A horizon is an organic rich upper layer of soil that 
forms below the organic surface materials (O horizon), with Ap as the designation used for A 
horizons showing human altered deposits (i.e. plow zones). The E horizon is a zone of 



1.0 INTRODUCTION

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

3

leaching characterized by its loss of clay and soluble minerals that forms between A and B 
horizons in well-drained ground surfaces where soil formation is still ongoing (Waters 
1992:46). B horizons are the mineral horizon formed below an A, E, or O horizon that are 
characterized by illuvial concentrations of clay, iron, aluminum, humus, carbonates, gypsum, 
or silica, Bt is the designation for B horizons that show an accumulation of clay and occur in 
upland soils (Waters 1992:47). The B horizon, or subsoil, usually constitutes the sterile layer 
at the base of excavations. C horizons are sediment deposits that comprise the soil parent 
material, and K or R horizons are the bedrock that comprise the soil parent material.

An Ap horizon, the designation for an anthropogenically modified A horizon, is the most 
common deposit of archaeological interest. Since the A horizon is the topmost layer of the 
soil profile, it is the living surface or yard surface for any human occupation. The types of 
human alterations that create Ap deposits can vary. Human activity such as gardening, 
plowing, constructing or demolishing buildings, or any alteration that would mix uppermost 
deposits can create an Ap horizon. Human activity that would add artificial deposits of 
sediment to the landscape may create a sequence of Ap horizons, with older Ap horizons 
buried beneath newer ones. This type of human alteration can create a relatively intact 
stratigraphic profile of interest for archaeological analysis. 

Uplands and floodplains soils cover the Phase I APE and Site 44PW2040. Soils within Site 
44PW2040 include urban land/Udorthents, Dumfries sandy loam, and Lunt loam. Other soils 
in the Phase I APE include Delanco fine sandy loam, Elsinboro sandy loam, Marumsco loam, 
and Hatboro-Codorus complex soils (Web Soil Survey 2018). Dumfries sandy loam is a very 
deep, well-drained soil formed from feldspathic sandy sediments on hillslopes, and a typical 
soil profile consists of an A horizon, E horizon, and Bt1, Bt2, and BC horizons. Lunt loam is 
a very deep, well-drained soil that forms on sloping to moderately steep uplands, with a 
typical soil profile of Ap 1 and Ap 2 horizons over Bt1, Bt2 and BCt horizons. Delanco fine 
sandy loam is a very deep, moderately well-drained soil that forms on stream terraces from 
the alluvium of micaceous crystalline rocks. A typical soil profile consists of an Ap horizon, 
E horizon, and Bt1, Bt2 and BC horizons. Elsinboro sandy loam is a very deep, well-drained 
soil that forms on stream terraces from the alluvium, with a typical soil profile of Ap 1 and 
Ap 2 horizons over Bt1, Bt2 and BCt horizons.  

Wetlands soils within the Phase I APE consisted of Hatboro-Codorus complex soils (Web 
Soil Survey 2018). Codorus silt loams are somewhat poorly-drained soils and Hatboro loams 
are poorly-drained soils formed from alluvium derived from igneous, metamorphic, and 
sedimentary rock. These are located within the floodplain portions of the APE near Quantico 
Creek. Codorus soils consist of an A horizon over Bw1 and Bw2 horizons and a C horizon. 
Bw horizons are characterized by the development of redder color and the loss of carbonates 
with no apparent illuvial accumulation (Waters 1992:47). Hatboro soils consist of an A 
horizon over a Bg1 and Bg2 horizons and a C horizon. Bg horizons are formed under the 
influence of a fluctuating water table and may show gleying and reduced iron (Waters 
1992:51). Slopes in the APE range between 0 and 50 percent. 
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Figure 1.  The location of the Archaeology APE on a detail of the 2016 USGS Quantico, VA. 7.5-minute quadrangle 
 (USGS 2016).
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2.0 BACKGROUND RESEARCH

2.1 PREHISTORIC CONTEXT 
The area that became Prince William County was inhabited by highly mobile Paleo-Indian 
groups by around 11,500 cal B.C. Population grew during the following Archaic period leading 
to increased temporary settlements and the greater exploitation of the area’s resources. Climate 
change also occurred during this time and by approximately 7000 B.C., conditions became 
warmer and drier. By 3000 B.C., the rivers and estuaries in the region stabilized after a period of 
rising sea levels that began at the end of the Late Pleistocene. By around 1200 B.C., Native 
American groups began to make ceramic vessels and started to reside in more permanent 
settlements. Horticultural practices were adopted by A.D. 1100 during the Late Woodland sub-
period. Large settlements and agricultural activities were primarily located on major floodplains 
because of the ease in clearing and working the soils, although forays into the uplands for 
hunting and gathering still took place (Gardner 1982).

The introduction of maize and the availability of food surpluses, population growth, and the 
establishment of permanent villages were all factors that contribute to the development of more 
complex sociopolitical structures during this time period (Stewart 1993:165; Rountree et al. 
2007:3). Thus, the middle Late Woodland sub-period is characterized by ranked societies that 
eventually develop into the complex tribes and chiefdoms encountered by the Europeans in the 
late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. The presence of these complex tribes or chiefdoms 
in different recognized territories across the region restricted the movement of any one group 
into another’s area. Groups such as the Algonquian-speaking Powhatan on the inner Coastal 
Plain were constricted by the Monacan and Manahoacs, Siouan-speaking groups that resided 
west of the Fall Line within the Piedmont region, while the Piscataway were present on the 
western shore above the Potomac River, and Susquehannock groups were situated to the north. 

2.2 HISTORIC CONTEXT 

2.2.1 SETTLEMENT TO SOCIETY (1607-1750)
After Jamestown’s founding in 1607, European exploration and settlement of the Tidewater 
region began. Captain John Smith visited Prince William County on his 1608 exploration of the 
Chesapeake Bay and its tributaries. It was not until 1648 that this part of Prince William County 
was formally integrated into Virginia as part of Northumberland County. Settlement was initially 
concentrated along the waterways, as they were the primary transportation corridors (Karnes 
1998:4-6).

The lands between Quantico and Chopawamsic Creeks were largely patented by 1700. Even 
though the land was claimed, it was not always settled. Much of the land had been purchased by 
non-resident planters and speculators. If these lands were seated, it was typically by indentured 
servants or slaves. Settlement in Prince William County was sparse into the early eighteenth 
century (Parker 1985: 60-61).

The primary commercial enterprise was agriculture and the principal crop was tobacco. For those 
lands that abutted navigable waterways, the tobacco crop could be sold directly to ship’s captains 
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for export to England or Scotland. Those who lived on interior holdings used warehouse 
facilities in a town to store their crop until it could be shipped abroad (Parker 1985:62-63). One 
of these warehouses was established about three miles from the mouth of Quantico Creek at the 
site that became Dumfries.  

Little is known about the development of Dumfries until a town was platted there in 1749. A 
tobacco warehouse may have been built near here as early as 1713, but the earliest documented 
warehouse was built in 1730, where the Potomac Path crossed Quantico Creek (Harrison 
1987:384). The Potomac Path was the primary north-south road through the region and is the 
precursor to the King’s Highway and Route 1. Another road, the Dumfries Road, extended to the 
west and interior of Prince William County from here. This road follows the path of Route 234 
today.

The focus of this developing community was the tobacco trade, which was mostly conducted by 
merchants, or factors, from Glasgow, Scotland. These merchants would purchase tobacco 
directly from the planters in exchange for European goods (Parker 1985:71). 

The town of Dumfries, named after the planter and merchant John Graham’s birthplace in 
Scotland, was officially established in 1749. The town of Alexandria was established at the same 
time. Dumfries was platted into half-acre lots arranged in an orthogonal plan (Figure 2). 

2.2.2 COLONY TO NATION (1750-1789)
Dumfries quickly grew, with the town expanding its boundaries in 1759 and again in 1761 
(Harrison 1987:385-356). The Scottish merchants of Dumfries dominated the tobacco trade in 
Prince William County and the wider region through 1800. The county seat of Prince William 
County was moved to Dumfries in 1759, and an Episcopal church was established in 1752. By 
the 1770s, the town included around 100 houses and 600 residents. It also included “a branch 
bank, a public market, a Masonic Lodge, eleven public and a large number of private 
warehouses, a storage warehouse for grain, a printing office and newspaper, an agricultural 
paper, at least five hotels, three grist mills and flour mills, a brick yard, a bakery and bread 
inspector, tobacco inspector, and a shipyard at Graham Park” (Ratcliffe 1978:42-43). There was 
some diversification of the market in Dumfries with the inclusion of the mills and grain 
warehouse, but the town’s main economic focus remained the tobacco trade.  

Dumfries remained a major Virginia port through the Revolutionary War, with wartime 
measures established to protect the town’s tobacco warehouses (Parker 1985:77). The town saw 
no military action, but some of its buildings were used as hospitals, a commissary, and a 
quartermaster’s office. On several occasions the town square served as a camp for soldiers, 
including in 1782 when Washington and Rochambeau marched from Baltimore to Yorktown 
(Parker 1985:77-78).

2.2.3 EARLY NATIONAL AND ANTEBELLUM PERIODS (1789-1860)
The decline of the tobacco market in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth century, combined 
with the departure of several Scottish merchants during the Revolutionary War, caused a severe 
decline in Dumfries’ fortunes. Fifty years of intense tobacco cultivation led to depletion in soil 
productivity. The cultivation practices also contributed to soil erosion and the silting up of the 
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Quantico Creek, causing the entrance to Dumfries port to become unnavigable. Several attempts 
were made to improve navigation on Quantico Creek, including building a canal, but these 
efforts were short-lived due to the complexity of canal engineering and the need for regular 
maintenance (Parker 1985:78-80). 

By the 1790s, Alexandria had overtaken Dumfries in port traffic, as it had more diversified 
market, focusing on the grain and flour trade in addition to tobacco, as well as a more accessible 
location on the Potomac River (Parker 1985:77). This comparison also highlights the overall 
shift in Virginia’s economy from tobacco to wheat in the late eighteenth century, due to 
declining soil conditions everywhere tobacco had been cultivated. The 1822 relocation of the 
courthouse from Dumfries to Brentsville also aided the town’s decline. In 1835, the town was 
described as having 80 houses, with a population of 500, three stores, two churches, a school, 
two taverns, a tanyard, blacksmith, two saddlers, and five carpenters (Martin 1836:272-274). 
This is a decline in the numbers and variety of properties from the 1770s description, but also 
shows how some skilled artisans maintained their businesses through the declining years. 

2.2.4 THE CIVIL WAR AND RECONSTRUCTION AND GROWTH (1861-1913)
The Civil War brought devastation to Prince William County. Both the Federal and Confederate 
troops burned buildings, destroyed fences, requisitioned livestock, and cut down woodlands. The 
early focus of the Civil War in Dumfries was on preventing Federal traffic on the Potomac River. 
Several batteries were built along the Potomac, including one at Shipping Point at the mouth of 
Quantico Creek (Scharf 1877:99). Grayson’s Hill, immediately north of the project area, served 
as a Confederate battery location to protect Quantico Creek (Parker 1985: 109-111). 

After 1863, and through the remainder of the war, Federal forces controlled Dumfries and the 
surrounding area. There were several Confederate raids in the area, including a December 1862 
raid on Federal infantry and cavalry camped at Dumfries (Parker 1985:114). A sketch of 
Dumfries from 1863 shows a small town with scattered buildings, the location of Site 44PW2040 
is in the foreground (Figure 3).

Reconstruction was long and difficult for the Dumfries area. The primary economic focus was 
agriculture, mostly on small, self-sufficient farms. In the 1870s and 1880s the Richmond, 
Fredericksburg, and Potomac Railroad was extended along the Potomac River, passing within 
three miles of Dumfries, with a station at the mouth of the Quantico Creek, then called Potomac. 
Many local farmers provided wooden ties for the railroad (Parker 1985:121-124).

From the 1890s through 1920, a pyrite mine was in operation on the Quantico Creek, 
approximately 2 miles west of Dumfries (Figure 4). The Cabin Branch mine employed between 
200 and 300 workers during its heyday in the 1910s. The sulfur mined here was used for 
industrial purposes, to make soap, fertilizer and gunpowder. A narrow-gauge railroad connected 
the mine to the railroad station at Potomac. The mine closed in 1920 (Prince William County 
Historical Commission 1998:36-37). 

The 1901 map of Prince William County shows very little settlement within the APE (Figure 4). 
Two structures are shown in the northern portion of the APE on either side of the current Main 
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Street (Route 1), which to the north and south of town was called Telegraph Road. These 
structures are attributed to R. Waters and L. E. Merchant. 

2.2.5 THE MODERN PERIOD (1914-PRESENT)
Local roads were improved in the early twentieth century spurred by the establishment of nearby 
Fort Belvoir and Marine Base Quantico during World War I. This included the creation of the 
current Route 1 using segments of the earlier Telegraph Road along with the construction of 
sections of new road. One of these sections of new road was constructed south of Dumfries 
(Figure 5). The 1927 USGS map shows at least six structures falling within the northern portion 
of the APE, along Main Street in Dumfries, and another structure in the southern portion of the 
APE. By 1944, the current northbound lanes of Route 1 were built through the eastern part of 
Dumfries (Figure 6). The 1944 USGS map also shows that development in and around the town 
grew with many new residential and commercial structures. In the 1960s, I-95 was constructed 
through Prince William County, with the route approximately one-half mile west of Dumfries 
and running parallel to Route 1 (Figure 7). This construction helped link Prince William County 
to Washington, D.C. Residential and commercial development continued to expand in the area 
and many structures were located within the APE. By the 1980's, the area had grown to be part 
of the suburban surroundings for Washington (Figure 8). The 1983 USGS map shows a number 
of new commercial buildings had been constructed with the APE. 

2.3 SITE 44PW2040 HISTORIC CONTEXT

2.3.1 OCCUPATIONAL HISTORY OF SITE 44PW2040
The project area falls within the original 60-acre town plan surveyed and platted in 1749 on John 
Graham’s land and also within the section added to the town in 1761. The annexed section was 
on Bertrand Ewell’s land. It was divided into lots of similar size to the original lots, continuing 
the street pattern established in the 1749 town plan. The portion within the original town plan 
lies north of Main Street (Route 1) and west of Graham Street and comprises all of the original 
town Lot number 1, and portions of Lots 2, 3, 4, 7, and 8. The original 1761 lot map has not 
survived, but a 1790 resurvey shows that the area within Ewell’s expansion includes portions of 
Lots 126 and 127 (Figure 2).

There is no evidence that Bertrand Ewell or his family settled or improved any of the lots within 
the project area before 1761. Ewell was a member of a wealthy Northern Neck family who 
served as a lawyer, Prince William County surveyor and vestry member for Dettingen Parish 
(Dumfries). He had extensive landholdings in Prince William County and his main residence was 
at Buck Hall, approximately 13 miles northwest of Dumfries and 2.5 miles southeast of 
Manassas (Ewell 1990:64). The following discussion focuses on the occupation of Lots 1 and 2, 
and Lots 126 and 127. Table 1 summarizes the ownership and occupancy (if known) of Lots 1, 2, 
7, and 8. 
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Table   1. Ownership History of Lots 1, 2, 7, and 8 

Date of 
Purchase 

Purchaser Occupant / 
improvements 

Notes 

1997 Richard H. Sunderlin  Part of Lot 2 
$145,000  
.5135-acre lot in Dumfries purchased from 
heirs of Wilbur Brawner  
PWCLR 2507:1267 

1992 James and Edwin 
Waters 

 PWCLR 2255:1800 
Property inherited from their grandfather Ruel 
F. Waters. Their father, Robert, died in 1991. 

1945 Wilbur Brawner  Part of Lot 2 
$500, lot in Dumfries 
PWCLR 121:41 

1933 Paul R. Calvert  Part of Lot 2 
Lot in Dumfries 
Inherited by heirs of Elizabeth Calvert and 
A.C. Calvert 
PWCLR 92:218 

1906 Ruel F. Waters  Inherited from his father, Robert Waters, with 
his brother George F. Waters. Divided the real 
estate between George F. and Ruel in 1927 
(PWCLR 84:87)   

1892 Robert Waters  3+ acres in Dumfries, includes Lots 1, 2, and 
parts of 7 and 8 (PWCLR 42:214) 

1850 Elizabeth Calvert Brick house and lot in 
Dumfries currently 
occupied by Elizabeth 
Calvert 
The west boundary is 
along an “office or a 
small house occupied by 
Solomon Carter”  
This is assumed to be the 
Merchant House 

Part of Lot 2 
$75, lot bounded on the north by Fairfax 
Street and on the east by Graham Street 
PWCLR 20:442  

1847 Robert B. Merchant 2 houses and lots in 
Dumfries 

Parts of Lots 1 and 2 
PWCLR 21:65 

1827 John George 
Rubleman 

 Parts of Lots 2 and 7 (PWCLR 10:142) 

1819 John MacCrae  Portion of John MacCrae (now deceased) real 
estate allotted to Allen MacCrae  (PWCLR 
7:234A) 

1819 John MacCrae One of the boundaries is 
given as the “cellar of 
John MacCrae’s office 
which is part of the old 
house occupied by 
Elizabeth Mason” 

Portion of John MacCrae (now deceased) real 
estate allotted to Amelia MacCrae  

1810 James W. Colquhoun  Part of Lot 1 
99-year lease for annual rent of $20; lot 20 ft 
along Main Street and 80 ft deep to an alley 
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Date of 
Purchase 

Purchaser Occupant / 
improvements 

Notes 

1799 Samuel Craig Occupied by Francis 
Boyle in 1799 

99-year lease for annual rent of £10 4s; lot 22 
ft along Main Street and 80 ft deep to an alley 

1797 Galvan Debernoux  Part of Lot 8 
99-year lease for annual rent of £16 10s; lot 
30 ft along Main Street and 80 ft on Oronocko 
Street

1790 Timothy Brundige  Part of Lot 1 
99-year lease for annual rent of £35; lot 18 ft 
along Main Street and 80 ft deep to an alley 

1787 Thomas Oliver Two story house 
“dwelling of Thomas 
Oliver” 

Part of Lot 1 
99-year lease for annual rent of £45; lot 20 ft 
along Main Street and 35 ft along end street 
(at northwest corner of Main and Graham) 
(PWCLR X:252) 

1787 William Tyler  99-year lease for annual rent of £10 6s; lot 16 
ft along Main Street and 80 ft deep to an alley 
(PWCLR loose papers 1111:0171) 

1787 William Tyler Dwelling house and 
kitchen where Mr. Bruce 
now dwells 
1787: includes two story 
house where Alexander 
Bruce formerly lived 

Part of Lot 1 
99-year lease; lot 25 ft parallel to Main Street 
and 48 ft on end street (Graham), adjoins alley 
80 ft north of Main Street (PWCLR loose 
papers 1111:0043) 
Lease assumed by Thomas Oliver in 1787 
(PWCLR X:250) 

1784 William Tyler In 1798 this parcel 
included J. James’ store 

Part of Lot 8 
99-year lease for annual rent of £12 10s; lot 
20 ft along Main Street and 80 ft deep to an 
alley (PWCLR W:179) 
Lease assumed by James James in 1788 
(PWCLR X:157) 
Lease assumed by Adam Cooke in 1798 
(PWCLR Z:326) 

1784 William Holborne includes “William 
Holborne’s new store” 

Part of Lots 1  
99-year lease for annual rent of £33 15s; lot 
45 ft along Main Street and 80 ft deep to an 
alley (PWCLR W:276) 
Part of this lot leased to John Spence in 1799, 
20 ft frontage on Main Street (PWCLR Z:425) 
Part of this lot leased to Peter Mauger in 1799, 
22 ft frontage on Main Street (PWCLR Z:428) 



Figure 2.  Location of the APE and Site 44PW2040 on a 1973 copy of the 1790 survey of Dumfries (Kirby 1973).
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Figure 3.  1863 sketch of Dumfries looking south along the present Main Street from the north end of town, the project area is in the middle ground, 
 to the right of the road (Harpers Weekly 1863).
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Figure 4. The location of the Archaeology APE on a detail of the 1901 Map of Prince William County, Virginia (Brown 1901).
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Figure 5.  The location of the Archaeology APE on a detail of the 1927 USGS Quantico, VA. 7.5-minute quadrangle 
                 (USGS 1927).
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Figure 6.  The location of the Archaeology APE on a detail of the 1944 USGS Quantico,VA. 7.5-minute 
 quadrangle (USGS 1944).
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Figure 7.  The location of the Archaeology APE on a detail of the 1966 USGS Quantico, VA. 7.5-minute quadrangle 
                 (USGS 1966).
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Figure 8.  The location of the Archaeology APE on a detail of the 1983 USGS Quantico, VA. 7.5-minute quadrangle 
                 (USGS 1983).
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2.3.2 LOTS 1 AND 2
The majority of Site 44PW2040 falls within former Lots 1 and 2. The lots were on the eastern 
edge of the 1749 60-acre town plat for Dumfries. It appears that John MacCrae (also McCrae) 
owned Lots 1, 2, 7 and 8 prior to 1784. John MacCrae was part of a prominent Prince William 
County family. His father, Allan MacCrae, emigrated to Virginia from Scotland around 1750. He 
was a merchant in Dumfries and also served as a trustee of the town (George Washington Papers 
“To George Washington from Allan Macrae, 3 September 1754”). Allan MacCrae died around 
1766, leaving John MacCrae as his heir. John MacCrae continued his father’s work and served as 
a trustee of Dumfries. John MacCrae had a plantation at “Orangefield” near Dumfries, as well as 
his holdings within the town. In the deeds researched, John MacCrae is noted as a “gentleman” 
rather than a mechanic, as William Tyler was, or a merchant, like James James (PWCLR W:179 
and Z:525).

The earliest deed reference found relating to these lots is from 1784. At this time John MacCrae 
leased a small portion of Lot 1, along Main Street (today’s Route 1), to William Holborne. This 
16-foot wide and 80-ft deep lot included “William Holborne’s new store” (PWCLR W:276). 
MacCrae leased several other small parcels along Main Street to various people in the late 
eighteenth and early nineteenth century. It appears that he laid out a 9-foot wide alley through 
Lots 1 and 8, extending from Oronoko Street to Graham Street and parallel to Main Street 
(Figure 9). The area between this alley and Main Street was subdivided into smaller lots and 
leased for 99-year-terms. The lots range from 18-ft wide to 45-ft wide, with most around 20-ft 
wide. Some of these leases mention houses and stores on the parcel, including a parcel to 
Timothy Brundige for his store in 1790s (Table 2). It appears that during the late eighteenth and 
early nineteenth century, the portion of Main Street in Lots 1 and 8 was heavily developed with 
at least 11 known sub-parcels along the 360 ft of frontage. 

Table   2. Subdivisions of Lots 1, 2, 7, and 8, as shown on Figure 9.  

Parcel
Label 

Date Owner / 
leaseholder 

Yearly rent Lot size 
Buildings noted 

Source 
(PWCLR) 

A 1797 Galvan 
Debernoux 

£16 10s 30 ft on Main/Water Street 
80 ft on Oronoko Street 

Z:205 

B 1784 William Tyler, 
mechanic 

£12 10s 20 ft on Main Street 
80 ft back to an alley 

W:179 

B 1788 James James £12 10s 20 ft on Main Street  
80 ft back to an alley 

X:157 

B 1798 Adam Cooke £12 10s 20 ft on Main Street 
80 ft back to an alley 
“includes houses where James James kept 
store” 

Z:326 

C 1784 William 
Holborne 

£33 15s 45.5 ft on Main/Water Street 
80 ft back to an alley 
Parcel includes “the new storehouse now 
building by the said William Holborne” 

W:276 
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Parcel
Label 

Date Owner / 
leaseholder 

Yearly rent Lot size 
Buildings noted 

Source 
(PWCLR) 

C 1799 John Spence £12 2s 22 ft on Main Street 
80 ft back to an alley 
Lease for the parcel immediately east 
gives the shared property line as “the 
house built by William Hereford and now 
occupied by Dr. John Spence” (PWCLR 
Z:428) 

Z:425 

C 1799 Peter Mauger Rent not 
given 

22 ft on Main Street 
80 ft back to an alley 
Lease for the parcel immediately west 
gives the shared property line as “the 
house now occupied by Peter Mauger” 
(PWCLR Z:425) 

Z:428 

D 1790 Timothy 
Brundige 

Rent not 
given 

18 ft on Main Street 
80 ft back to an alley 

X:468 

E 1787 Thomas Oliver Rent not 
given 

35 ft along alley (parallel to Main Street) 
45 ft along Graham Street 
Includes “2 story house and others where 
Alexander Bruce formerly lived” 

X:250 

E 1787 William Tyler, 
mechanic 

Rent not 
given 

35 ft along alley (parallel to Main Street) 
45 ft along Graham Street 
“including the dwelling house and kitchen 
where Mr. Bruce dwells” 

Loose
papers 
1111:0043 

F 1787 Thomas Oliver Rent not 
given 

20 ft along Main Street 
35 ft along Graham Street 
“includes two storey house, shedes, and 
dwelling of said Thomas Oliver”  

X:252 

G Ca. 
1820 

Allan 
MacCrae

Not
applicable  

Part of John MacCrae’s real estate, 
assigned after his death to one of his 
children, Allan MacCrae  
Irregular outline, located in the northeast 
corner of Lot 2 
Part of the boundary with the parcel 
immediately to the west is the “wall of 
the house then occupied by Elizabeth 
Mason” 

10:142 

H Ca. 
1820 

Amelia 
MacCrae

Not
applicable 

Part of John MacCrae’s real estate, 
assigned after his death to one of his 
children, Amelia MacCrae  
Irregular outline, adjacent to Fairfax 
Street
Part of the boundary is given as the 
“cellar of John MacCrae’s office which is 
part of the old house occupied by 
Elizabeth Mason”  
Another boundary is the chimney of the 
house occupied by Elizabeth Mason 

10:142 
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Parcel
Label 

Date Owner / 
leaseholder 

Yearly rent Lot size 
Buildings noted 

Source 
(PWCLR) 

I  1799 Samuel Craig £10 4s 22 ft along Main Street 
80 ft deep  
Location not discernible 
Adjoins Levi Scott on east and James 
Wigginton on west 

1:71 

J 1810 James Hayes £10 10s 17 ft along Main Street 
80 ft deep to an alley 
Location not discernible 
Adjoins Walter Colquhoun’s store house 
on the east 
Adjoins house of Levi Scott on the west 

8:44 

K 1810 James W. 
Colquhoun 

$20 Part of Lot 1 
20 ft along Water Street 
80 ft deep  
Location not discernible 
Adjoins store house formerly occupied by 
James Muschett on the east 
Adjoins the house occupied by Quinton 
Ratcliffe and owned by James Hayes 

4:224 

L 1784 John Goodman Unknown  Lease for parcel immediately to the west 
gives the shared property line as along the 
“storehouse commonly called McCrae’s 
Old Store now in the occupation of John 
Goodman” 
No other information is presently known 
about this store 

W:276 

The portion of the lots north of the alley between Oronoko and Graham Streets does not appear 
to have been subdivided into smaller parcels until after John MacCrae’s death around 1819. At 
this time his real estate holdings were divided among his heirs. His son Allan received the 
northeast portion of Lot 2 and that portion of Lot 1 north of the alley (PWCLR 10:142). His 
daughter Amelia received a lot immediately west of Allan’s lot. Amelia’s lot included a building, 
referred to in subsequent deeds as a “house occupied by Elizabeth Mason” and also having a 
“cellar of said John MacCrae’s office which is part of the old house occupied by said Elizabeth 
Mason” (PWCLR 10:142).  

In the 1930s, the Historic American Building Record documented a frame building standing in 
Lot 2 (Figure 10). This frame building was known then as the “Merchant House” (after a mid-
nineteenth century property owner) and the “tobacco inspector’s warehouse.” It was a one-and-
one-half story tall frame building that stood on a stone foundation (Figures 11, 12, 13, and 14). 
The ground sloped down towards the south around this house, leaving the south elevation of the 
foundation exposed. The HABS documentation of the “Merchent [sic] House” could provide no 
definitive date of construction, except for prior to 1850. The exterior chimney on the west gable 
end, however, is elaborate, with multiple bonding patterns, corbels, and arches (Figure 12). This 
form of chimney is typical of high-style early and mid-eighteenth-century buildings (HABS No. 
VA-91). The rusticated exterior clapboards are also typical of eighteenth-century architecture. 
Based on the newer clapboards present on the east gable end of the house, the HABS team 
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surmised that the Merchant House may have originally been twice the size that it was in 1935, 
with a mirror-image extending east of the standing house (Figure 15). The HABS team found 
subsurface evidence of such an extension, which was confirmed in the present archaeological 
investigation.

The transaction history to convey this real estate from John MacCrae’s ownership in 1827 to 
Robert Merchant’s purchase of the property from Abner Hixson in 1847 remains unclear 
(PWCLR 21:65).  

The Merchant House is referenced in an 1850 deed from Robert B. Merchant to Elizabeth 
Calvert. This deed refers to it as an “office or small house now occupied by Solomon Carter.” 
This deed also mentions a brick house on the parcel then occupied by Elizabeth Calvert. This is 
the only reference in the land records to this brick house (PWCLR 20:442). The approximate 
location of the brick house, referenced as the “Calvert House” is shown on a site plan from the 
1935 HABS recordation of the Merchant House (Figure 10). The Merchant House stood at least 
until 1955, when a photograph was published in a local newspaper. At this time, the building was 
in a very dilapidated state, with portions of the stone foundation missing and the building held up 
by wooden shoring (The Evening Star 11 November 1955, A-18).  

According to property tax records, the present house at 17630 Graham Street was built in 1930. 
This date is consistent with the Craftsman style elements of the building’s exterior. The house is 
also shown on the 1935 site plan of the Merchant House documentation (Figure 10). The well on 
the 1935 site plan was confirmed in the present archaeological investigation and was filled in 
during the mid-twentieth century. The 1930 house appears on the 1944, 1966, and 1983 USGS 
maps (Figures 6, 7, and 8). The shop at the corner of Main and Graham Streets within Lot 1 was 
originally a garage and mechanic’s shop, constructed sometime in the early twentieth century. 
The 1900s garage appears on the 1927, 1944, 1966, and 1983 USGS maps (Figures 5, 6, 7, and 
8).

2.3.3 LOTS 126 AND 127
Lots 126 and 127 were part of the 1761 expansion of Dumfries on Bertrand Ewell’s land. These 
lots appear to have been conveyed together since the late eighteenth century, rather than 
subdivided into smaller lots, as were Lots 1, 2, 7, and 8. The earliest deed found referring to this 
parcel is from 1780, when William Carr purchased the two lots from John Hardin for 3000 
pounds of tobacco (PWCLR U:180). At this time, the property was tenanted by Christian Bower, 
which implies that there were buildings on the property. The two parcels were then purchased by 
William McDaniel in 1784, when the tenants were Jacob Gardenhire and John Anderson 
(PWCLR W:76). Then in 1790, Alexander Henderson purchased these two lots for £500 from 
William McDaniel (PWCLR X:353).  



Figure 9.  Subdivisions of Lots 1, 2, 7, and 8.
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Figure 10.  1935 plot plan for the Merchant House (HABS 1935).



2.0 BACKGROUND RESEARCH

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

34



Figure 12.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking
northeast (HABS 1935).

Figure 11.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).
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Figure 13.  1935 east elevation drawing of the Merchant House (HABS 1935).
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Figure 14.  1935 basement, first floor, and second floor plans (HABS 1935).
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Figure 15.  1935 foundation plan for the Merchant House, including conjectural plan showing eastern extension that was not extant in 1935 (HABS 1935).
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The transaction history to convey this real estate after Alexander Henderson’s ownership in 1790 
until 1880, when land tax records indicate that Robert Waters owned Lots 126 and 127, is 
unclear (Table 3). 

Robert Waters owned Lots 126 and 127, as well as land adjoining it to the east. His house is 
shown in a 1901 map of Prince William County (Figure 4). In his will, written and probated in 
1906, described Lots 126 and 127 as the “house where I now live with lot, barn, outbuildings, 
with horses, mowing machine, rake, harness, and wagon” (PWCWB W:282). Robert Waters 
bequeathed this property to his wife, Naomi, and his two young sons, Ruel F. Waters and George 
F. Waters. Naomi Waters died before 1909 and Ruel and George were under 21 years old. In 
1927 Ruel and George divided the real estate inherited from their father between themselves, 
including Lots 126 and 127. Ruel F. Waters received Lots 126 and 127. (PWCLR 84:87). This 
property remained in the Waters family until 2001 (PWCLR 200103130023280).  

According to property tax records, the present house at 17651 Graham Street was built in 1922. 
This date is consistent with the Craftsman style elements of the building’s exterior. The 1922 
house appears on the 1927, 1944, 1966, and 1983 USGS maps (Figures 5, 6, 7, and 8). The barn 
reported on Robert Waters’ 1906 will appears on the 1966 and 1983 USGS maps, though it was 
likely constructed sometime in the late nineteenth or early twentieth century (Figures 7 and 8). 

Table   3. Ownership History of Lots 126 and 127 

Date of Purchase Purchaser Occupant / 
improvements 

Notes 

2003 Liberty Village  1.011 acres 
$290,000 
PWCLR 200303140048034 

2001 Hamidulla Hashimi 
and Parwin H. Surv 

 1.011 acres,  
$185,000 
PWCLR 200103130023280 

2001 James F. Waters, 
Edwin Fielder 
Waters, and Ellen 
Waters Glover 

 Heirs of Eula K. and Ruel F. Waters 
(PWCWB 76:118 and 72:1935) 

1906 Ruel F. Waters  Inherited from his father, Robert Waters, 
with his brother George F. Waters (PWCWB 
W:282). Lots 126 and 127 are described as 
“house where I now live with lot, barn, 
outbuildings, with horses, mowing machine, 
rake, harness, and wagon.” Divided the real 
estate between George F. and Ruel in 1927 
(PWCLR 84:87)  

1880  Robert Waters  5 lots (126, 127, 
131, 132, and 142)  
Buildings valued at 
$400 
Total value of land 
& buildings $600 

Prince William Land Tax Records; on file at 
RELIC 

1790 Alexander 
Henderson 

 £500 for Lots 126 and 127 (PWCLR X:353) 
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Date of Purchase Purchaser Occupant / 
improvements 

Notes 

1784 William McDaniel Tenanted by Jacob 
Gardenhire and John 
Anderson 

£400 for Lots 126 and 127 (PWCLR W:76) 

1780 William Carr Tenanted by 
Christian Bower 

3000 pounds of tobacco for Lots 126 and 127 
(PWCLR U:180) 

2.3.4 PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES IN THE VICINITY
Commonwealth has identified three previously recorded sites that fall within the Archaeology 
APE. These include 44PW0855, 44PW1840, and 44PW1842 (Table 4). Site 44PW0855 is a 
multi-component site that consists of deposits related to a former tobacco merchant's house and 
to a Woodland-period prehistoric occupation. The site was determined eligible for listing to the 
NRHP by the VDHR but has since been destroyed by construction of the Pointe Center office 
building. Parsons Engineering Science (Parsons) conducted a Phase III data recovery on Site 
44PW0855 in 1998 (Crane et al. 1999). 

Table   4. Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites within the APE. 

Site
Number

Time Period Site Type Artifacts NRHP status 

44PW0855 Woodland Undetermined Prehistoric pottery and lithic 
flakes 

Determined
eligible by 
VDHR in 1995 Mid to late-

18th century 
Dwelling, single Redware, creamware, white 

salt-glazed stoneware, 
pearlware, whiteware, bottle 
glass, glass tableware, 
architectural materials 

44PW1840 Mid-18th

century 
through 20th

century

Tavern/Inn
(Williams 
Ordinary) 

Porcelain, tin-glazed 
earthenware, white salt-glazed 
stoneware, creamware, 
pearlware, whiteware, 
agateware, redware, 
yellowware, bottle glass, 
architectural materials, modern 
materials, quartz debitage 

Not Evaluated by 
VDHR; Listed on 
NRHP and VLR 
in 1969 

44PW1842 N.D. 
(Revolutionary 
War)

Camp (projected 
location only) 

None, only modern materials 
recovered by Circa in 2014, 
site location not verified during 
survey

Not Evaluated 

The data recovery at Site 44PW0855 gives an indication of the potential for historic sites in 
Dumfries. Parsons methods included excavation units and mechanical stripping. They recovered 
late eighteenth-century domestic refuse and encountered sub-plowzone features. A midden was 
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identified that dated to the 1768 to 1793 occupation of Lot 130 by Frances Ballendine, who ran a 
high-end boardinghouse in the 1770s. The artifacts from the Ballendine occupation combined 
with store records of her purchases facilitated analysis of late eighteenth century consumer 
behavior (Crane et al. 1999: 173-187). The existence of local store records strengthens the 
archaeological potential of this site. Parsons archaeologists reviewed store records including a 
reproduction of Dumfries merchant Daniel Payne’s ledger for 1758-1761, and cash and account 
books for mercantile firm John Glassford and Company and Smith, Huie, Alexander and 
Company (Crane et al. 1999:37-40; 56-57).

Parsons also reviewed the Prince William County Deed Book, Prince William County Will 
Book, and Prince William County Land Tax Book records for Timothy Brundige, a prominent 
Dumfries merchant who also had a presence within the APE for this project. Timothy Brundige 
was a prominent Dumfries citizen who moved to town in 1784, moved his residence to Lot 129 
in 1800, and purchased property on Lot 130 in 1810, including the location of Site 44PW0855 
(Crane et al. 1999:41). He leased a parcel on Lot 1 in 1790 for a store, which falls within the 
APE (Parcel D, Table 2, Figure 9). Brundige was established as a merchant by 1789 and also 
acted as the town postmaster until his death in 1823. He was the local agent for bookseller 
Matthew Carey of Philadelphia, selling books alongside other wares, and the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania has a collection of his correspondence to Carey. In 1796, Brundige was elected 
treasurer of the Quantico Navigation Company, and in 1804, he was a Dumfries town trustee. 
Brundige married Charlotte Molohan in 1785 and they had six children. They owned at least two 
slaves in the 1780s, and six by the 1810s (Crane et al. 1999:42). Brundige owned various other 
properties around Dumfries, and numerous records relating to him exist in town archives. After 
his death in 1822, his properties all declined in value or went unimproved or unoccupied, 
reflecting the general deterioration of the town in the early nineteenth century. 

Site 44PW1840 consists of the extant Williams Ordinary built ca. 1765. It was listed on the VLR 
and the NRHP in 1969 under Criterion D. The Williams Ordinary was thought to have been 
constructed in 1765, but 2016 dendrochronology and additional historic research suggest that it 
was constructed sometime around 1786 (Potomac Local 2016). Wetland Studies & Solutions 
(WSSI) conducted a Phase I survey of Site 44PW1840 in 2009 consisting of pedestrian survey 
and shovel testing. WSSI recovered historic artifacts dating to the period of use of the Williams 
Ordinary, including porcelain, tin-glazed earthenware, white salt-glazed stoneware, creamware, 
pearlware, whiteware, agateware, redware, yellowware, bottle glass, architectural materials, 
modern materials, and quartz debitage. 

Site 44PW1842’s components are the projected location of American and French campsites 
associated with the September 1781 march to and the July 1782 march from the Battle of 
Yorktown. These sites were part of the 2008 Prince William County Comprehensive Plan that 
was based on historic research conducted by W3R Consultants. The site’s existence and exact 
location were not verified with archaeological survey at that time. In 2014, Circa~ Cultural 
Resource Management, LLC, conducted a shovel test and metal detection survey of Site 
44PW1842, only modern materials were recovered. The NRHP-eligibility of Sites 44PW1840 
and 44PW1842 has not been evaluated by the VDHR. All three sites were revisited for further 
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testing to determine their level of preservation and to provide updated management 
recommendations. 

There are 22 sites within one-half mile of the Phase I APE (Table 5). Ten of these are historic 
period sites, ten are prehistoric period sites, and two are multi-component sites. Twenty of these 
sites have not been evaluated for eligibility to the NRHP by the VDHR. Two of the sites have 
been determined eligible to the NRHP by the VDHR, Site 44PW0231, the County Courthouse, 
and Site 44PW1714, a multi-component prehistoric and late-eighteenth to early-nineteenth-
century historic site.  

Table   5. Previously Recorded Archaeological Sites within One-Half Mile of the APE. 

Site
Number 

Time Period Site Type Artifacts NRHP Status 

44PW0001 Historic, mid-17th to 
20th century 

Church and 
cemetery 

n/a Not Evaluated 

44PW0052 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Camp, temporary 13 quartz flakes Not Evaluated 

44PW0129 Historic, third quarter 
of the 19th century 

Earthworks n/a Not Evaluated 

44PW0130 Historic, second and 
third quarter of the 
19th century 

Earthworks n/a Not Evaluated 

44PW0131 Historic, 18th century Dwelling, single n/a Not Evaluated 
44PW0132 Historic, second and 

third quarter of the 
19th century 

Earthworks n/a Not Evaluated 

44PW0231 Not Given (Historic) County Courthouse n/a Listed as 
Eligible by 
VDHR in 
2001 

44PW0931 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Camp 20 quartz debitage Not Evaluated 

44PW0934 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Camp 3 quartz debitage Not Evaluated 

44PW0935 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Camp 100 quartz and 4 
quartzite debitage, 1 
core

Not Evaluated 

44PW0936 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Camp 10 quartz and 3 quartzite 
debitage, 1 early stage 
biface 

Not Evaluated 

44PW1452 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Camp, temporary 6 quartz flakes Not Evaluated 

44PW1678 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Lithic scatter 17 quartz debitage Not Evaluated 

44PW1679 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Lithic scatter 11 quartz debitage Not Evaluated 
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Site
Number 

Time Period Site Type Artifacts NRHP Status 

44PW1697 Historic, 20th century Dwelling, multiple Window glass, bottle 
glass, plastic, nail, tile 

Not Evaluated 

44PW1714 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Historic; late 18th-
early 19th century 

Not given; 

Dwelling, single 

4 quartz debitage and 1 
chert biface; 

Creamware, pearlware, 
whiteware, porcelain, 
bottle glass, tobacco 
pipe fragments, brass 
button, architectural 
materials 

Listed as 
Eligible by 
VDHR in 
2007 

44PW1762 Historic, 19th-20th

century
Trash scatter Ironstone, whiteware, 

redware, bottle glass 
Not Evaluated 

44PW1763 Historic, 19th century Dwelling, single Porcelain, creamware, 
whiteware, window 
glass 

Not Evaluated 

44PW1763 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Camp 3 quartz flakes Not Evaluated 

44PW1844 Historic, last quarter 
of the 18th century 

American Wagon 
Train Return March 
Camp No. 7 

Site Not 
Archaeologically 
Verified 

Not Evaluated 

44PW1858 Historic, mid-18th

century

Historic, 19th to 20th

century

Dwelling, single; 

Dumfries 
Elementary School 

Porcelain, pearlware, 
creamware, white salt-
glazed stoneware, 
architectural materials, 
machine-made bottle 
glass, tobacco pipe 
fragments 

Not Evaluated 

44PW1902 Prehistoric, 
Precontact 

Lithic scatter 9 quartz debitage Not Evaluated 

The prehistoric period sites include 44PW0052, 44PW0931, 44PW0934, 44PW0935, 
44PW0936, 44PW1452, 44PW1678, 44PW1679, 44PW1768, and 44PW1902. Site 44PW0052 is 
a temporary camp identified during a Phase I survey by Thunderbird in 1980. A lithic scatter of 
quartz debitage was observed on the surface. Site 44PW0931 is a precontact camp identified 
during a Phase I survey by Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. (LBA) in 1996. Quartz debitage was 
recovered from shovel tests. Site 44PW0934 is a precontact camp identified during a Phase I 
survey by Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. (LBA) in 1996. Quartz debitage was recovered from 
two shovel tests. Site 44PW0935 is a precontact camp identified during a Phase I survey by 
Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. (LBA) in 1996. Quartz and quartzite debitage and one core were 
recovered from shovel tests. Site 44PW0936 is a precontact camp identified during a Phase I 
survey by Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. (LBA) in 1996. Quartz and quartzite debitage and one 
middle stage biface were recovered from shovel tests. Site 44PW1452 is a precontact temporary 
camp identified during a Phase I survey by Michael Owens in 2003. Quartz debitage was 
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recovered from three shovel tests. Site 44PW1678 is a precontact lithic scatter of 17 quartz 
debitage fragments, identified during a Phase I survey by the URS Corporation in 2006. Site 
44PW1679 is a precontact lithic scatter of 11 quartz debitage fragments, identified during a 
Phase I survey by the URS Corporation in 2006. Site 44PW1768 is a precontact camp site of a 
few quartz debitage fragments, identified during a Phase I survey for the I-95/I-395/HOV/BUS 
Hot Lanes project by WSSI in 2007. Site 44PW1902 is a precontact lithic scatter of quartz 
debitage identified during a Phase I survey by WSSI in 2011. 

The historic period sites include 44PW0001, 44PW0129, 44PW0130, 44PW0131, 44PW0132, 
44PW0231, 44PW1697, 44PW1762, 44PW1763, and 44PW1844. Site 44PW0001 is the 
Quantico Church and Cemetery, the church yard and cemetery associated with the late 
seventeenth century wooden Quantico Church, which was replaced by a succession of brick 
churchs built for the Dettingen Parish in 1751, 1813, and 1878, finally destroyed in 1934. The 
earliest gravestone inscription is from 1779. The cemetery boundaries were delineated by WSSI 
in 2009. Site 44PW0129 is possible Civil War earthworks on Grayson’s Hill identified during a 
Phase I survey by Donald Wilson in 1983. Site 44PW0130 is possible Civil War earthworks, 
identified during a Phase I survey by Donald Wilson in 1983. Site 44PW0131 is a brick 
foundation and possible trash pit about 100 ft east of Grayson’s Hill that was identified during a 
Phase I survey by Donald Wilson in 1983. Site 44PW0132 is possible Civil War earthworks/gun 
emplacement on the south edge of Grayson’s Hill, identified during a Phase I survey by Donald 
Wilson in 1983. Site 44PW0231 is the County Courthouse that was investigated with a Phase I 
survey by Alexandrowicz Adams in 1984 and was reported in a Phase I in 2001. It was 
determined eligible by the VDHR in 2001. 

Site 44PW1697 is a twentieth century multiple dwelling site with modern architectural materials, 
identified during a Phase I survey by the URS Corporation in 2006. Site 44PW1762 is an 
eighteenth to nineteenth century trash scatter of a few ceramics and glass artifacts, identified 
during a Phase I survey for the I-95/I-395/HOV/BUS Hot Lanes project by WSSI in 2007. Site 
44PW1763 is a nineteenth century trash scatter of a few ceramics, glass, and metal artifacts, 
identified during a Phase I survey for the I-95/I-395/HOV/BUS Hot Lanes project by WSSI in 
2007. Site 44PW1844 is the projected location of American and French campsites associated 
with the September 1781 march to and the July 1782 march from the Battle of Yorktown. These 
sites were part of the 2008 Prince William County Comprehensive Plan that was based on 
historic research conducted by W3R Consultants. The site’s existence and exact location were 
not verified with archaeological survey at that time. In 2012, Coastal Carolina Research 
conducted a Phase I evaluation, and determined that the map projection is located in a heavily 
developed area and no sites were likely to have survived in this location. 

The multi-component sites include 44PW1714 and 44PW1858. Site 44PW1714 is a multi-
component precontact and late eighteenth through early nineteenth century dwelling site, 
identified during a Phase I survey by URS Corporation in 2006. A Phase II evaluation was 
conducted by Gregory Lockhard, Thomas Cuddy, Carey O’Reilly, and Alvin Bangulian in 2007, 
but the VDHR Archaeological Site Form was not updated with their results, other than the 
bibliographic report reference. The VDHR disagreed with their evaluation of Site 44PW1714 as 
not eligible, and instead recommended it as eligible under Criterion D based on the presence of 
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1,252 historic artifacts included English and Rhenish stonewares, creamware, pearlware, olive 
green bottle glass, wrought nails, brick, and animal bone recovered from a midden feature related 
to tenant occupants at the site.

Site 44PW1858 is the Dumfries Elementary School site, a multi-component historic site with 
eighteenth century dwelling and nineteenth through twentieth century school components. It was 
identified during a Phase I survey conducted by WSSI in 2009. An intact historic midden in one 
shovel test, and early artifacts from mixed horizons were related to the early dwelling that may 
still be located beneath the school. The later component includes the school buildings 
constructed in 1873 and replaced in 1917 and 1939. The extant Dumfries Elementary School has 
portions dating to 1939, and additions from 1956. Numerous artifacts were recovered, including 
porcelain, pearlware, creamware, white salt-glazed stoneware, architectural materials, machine-
made bottle glass, and tobacco pipe fragments. 
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3.0 RESEARCH DESIGN

3.1 DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH METHODS
The purpose of the initial background research was to identify previously recorded archeological 
sites and historic architectural resources in the APE and its vicinity and to develop the 
appropriate cultural contexts for resources that might be encountered during the field 
investigation. Research included reviewing the VDHR archaeological and architectural survey 
forms, primary and secondary historic sources, and historic maps. Research was undertaken at 
the Fairfax County Public Library Virginia Room in the City of Fairfax, as well as at the VDHR 
using the Virginia Cultural Resource Information System (V-CRIS) and the Library of Congress 
using their online resources.

Further research was conducted for the Phase II evaluative testing of Site 44PW2040. The 
purpose of the Phase II research was to develop an historic context for use in evaluating the 
NRHP eligibility of the site. Commonwealth's Architectural Historian, Sarah Traum, conducted 
historic background research to investigate the history of Site 44PW2040, including deed and 
property ownership history research at the Clerk of the Circuit Court for Prince William County 
in Manassas, the Ruth E. Lloyd Information Center (RELIC) at the Bull Run Regional Library, 
the Weems-Botts Museum and the Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation in Dumfries, 
as well as locating Population Census records available using on-line resources. Ron Smith, 
Historic Commissioner for the local district who is knowledgeable about Dumfries history, was 
also consulted.

3.2 FIELD METHODS
Field methods for the Phase I archaeological survey included an initial walkover and the 
excavation of shovel tests (STs) within the APE. Shovel testing was conducted at 50-ft intervals. 
The ST number consists of the transect number followed by the individual ST number (e.g., ST 
1-2). Judgmentally placed STs (e.g. ST J-2) were excavated outside of transects in areas confined 
by topography or other landscape features so that the APE was thoroughly tested. Radial STs 
were excavated at 25-ft intervals to define the boundaries of any artifact concentrations. Radial 
STs were labeled with the cardinal direction and distance from the positive ST (e.g., ST 1-2 N25 
radial). 

The STs were approximately 45-centimeters (cm) (1.5-ft) in diameter and were excavated 10-cm 
(0.3-ft) into sterile subsoil or to a depth of approximately 3 ft. The STs were excavated and 
screened by natural soil horizon. Soils were screened through ¼-inch hardware cloth. STs were 
recorded on a standardized form recording transect number, ST number, location, depth 
measurements, soil texture and color including the Munsell color description.

As part of the Phase I survey, Commonwealth conducted a metal detector survey to determine if 
resources associated with Site 44PW1842, the Revolutionary War military campsites, were 
present. The goal of the metal detector survey was to evaluate the presence or absence of a 
possible Revolutionary War component within the Archaeology APE. Where possible, metal 
detection was performed across the undisturbed portions of the APE that fell within Site 
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44PW1842 along transects spaced at 25-ft intervals by three different metal detectorists 
employing different instruments. However, many areas were heavily vegetated or had disturbed 
ground surfaces or surficial trash deposits, thus metal detecting conditions were not optimal. 
Metal detection was conducted by three RPA Advanced Metal Detecting for the Archaeologist 
trained operators with 13 years, one year, and less than one year of experience. The equipment 
included a Minelab E-Trac, Fisher Pro Tech, and a White’s MXT. All metal signals determined 
to be legitimate targets were investigated. Modern trash was noted and discarded. 

The locations of Phase I STs, metal detector hits, and other pertinent features were recorded 
using a GPS unit capable of sub-meter accuracy. Digital photographic images were taken during 
the Phase I survey. Appendix I contains the VDHR Archaeological Site Forms. 

Field methods for the Phase II archaeological survey included the excavation of 3-by-3-ft test 
units (TUs). TUs were excavated by natural strata. TUs were recorded on a standardized form 
recording TU number, stratigraphic unit number, artifacts, location, depth measurements, soil 
texture and color including the Munsell color description. At least one profile from each TU was 
drawn to record stratigraphy. Mapping was conducted using an electronic total station equipped 
with a data collector. All excavated soil was screened through ¼-inch hardware cloth. Non-
modern artifacts were returned to the laboratory for processing. Some TU locations were chosen 
based on the identification of possible features in the Phase I STs, and others were chosen based 
on the Phase I and Phase II artifact distributions. Several 1.5-by-1.5-ft exploratory STs were also 
excavated using TU methods to better target potential features and subsurface deposits. 

Features were photographed, mapped in with the electronic total station, and plan views were 
hand-drawn. Features were bisected and excavated, with the soils screened for artifacts. Profile 
views were photographed and hand-drawn. Feature opening and closing depths were measured 
from the nearest TU datum. Digital photographs were taken during the Phase II survey. 

3.3 LABORATORY METHODS
Artifacts recovered during the field investigation were returned to Commonwealth's Alexandria 
laboratory for cleaning and cataloguing. Artifacts were washed or dry-brushed depending on 
their chemical and material stability. The cleaned artifacts were placed in re-sealable 
polyethylene bags labeled with provenience information. The bags were stored sequentially in 
acid-free boxes labeled with provenience information. To the extent possible, Commonwealth 
identified recovered artifacts by type, material, function, and cultural and chronological 
association.

Commonwealth’s classification system for historic materials incorporates a number of major 
classification levels and sub-levels that facilitate analysis of the artifact data. Historic artifact 
assemblages are first organized by Group according to the artifact function. Artifacts within 
each Group are further subdivided by Class according to the material from which the artifacts 
are made; the principal subdivisions include Organics, Ceramics, Glass, Metals, Stone, 
Synthetic, and Manufactured. Artifacts within each Group and Class classification are further 
divided into Type, and Subtype based upon specific physical attributes. For example, the 



3.0 RESEARCH DESIGN

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

53

ceramic Group is divided into Types based on recognized ware types such as earthenware, 
stoneware, and porcelain; glass is defined on the basis of manufacture technique. Within each 
Type, further descriptions such as ceramic decoration style are divided into Subtypes. Standard 
provenience information, artifact counts, and comments are included on the artifact inventory.  

Standard references such as Noel Hume (1969, 2001), Miller (1990, 1991,  et al. 2000), Jones 
and Sullivan (1989), Toulouse (1971), the Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory’s 
Diagnostic Artifacts in Maryland website (MACL 2012), and the Society for Historical 
Archaeology and Bureau of Land Management Historic Bottle Website (Lindsay 2019) are used 
to aid in identification and analysis of historic materials based on their distinctive attributes. 
These standard reference works are used to identify makers' marks on ceramic vessels and to 
determine manufacturing date ranges for ceramics and for glass bottles that have manufacturing 
information on the base, thereby refining the temporal associations of each stratigraphic context 
or site component. 

Artifacts were boxed in acceptable containers following professional guidelines. Appendix II 
contains the artifact inventory. Commonwealth will temporarily store the artifacts until the end 
of the project, when they will be delivered to the proper facility for permanent curation. The 
associated field notes and maps will be deposited with the collections. 

Due to the high density of architectural artifacts at Site 44PW2040, Commonwealth followed a 
field artifact sampling and selective discard policy for bulk artifacts with limited diagnostic 
potential. Commonwealth retained a statistically valid sample (ca. 100) of shell for each species 
represented. Commonwealth retained a 10 percent sample from each provenience of whole 
bricks, brick fragments, mortar, slag, and coal. The remainder of these architectural materials 
were weighed and then placed back into TUs and STs in which they were found. 

3.4 EXPECTED RESULTS OF THE PHASE I SURVEY
The majority of the APE has been previously disturbed by the installation of utilities, road 
construction, and by modern commercial and residential development. These negative impacts 
have likely compromised the integrity of archaeological resources present within the APE. From 
the 1950's through to the current date, the APE has become urbanized. The APE is located within 
an upland setting and potentially significant pre-Contact Native American sites expected would 
likely contain datable artifacts, features such as hearths, postholes, trash pits, storage pits, and/or 
stone chipping clusters, and would retain some degree of artifact patterning. 

Historic sites expected will likely consist of domestic occupations, such as farmsteads and 
dwellings. A potentially significant historic-period site would contain stratified deposits, 
diagnostic artifacts, localized activity areas, structural remains, trash pits, wells, privies, or other 
subsurface features, and would retain some degree of artifact patterning. 
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4.0 RESULTS

4.1 RESULTS OF THE PHASE I ARCHAEOLOGICAL SURVEY
The APE begins at the intersection of Dumfries Road and Jefferson Davis Highway (Route 1) 
and continues south to the intersection of Jefferson Davis Highway and Bradys Hill Road 
(Figures 16, 17, 18, and 19). The divided portion of Route 1 includes Main Street (southbound 
lanes) and Fraley Boulevard (northbound lanes), and the APE follows the Fraley Boulevard 
portion of Route 1.

Phase I survey of the APE included the excavation of 117 STs, including 99 regular STs, 15 
judgmental STs, and 3 radial STs. Of the 117 STs, 55 were positive for historic or prehistoric 
artifacts. Fifty-one of the positive STs were located within newly identified Site 44PW2040, one 
positive ST was located within previously identified Site 44PW1840, two positive STs were 
located within previously identified Site 44PW1842, and one positive ST was an isolated find. 

Previously recorded archaeological sites within the direct effects APE were revisited and 
assessed for their eligibility for the NRHP. Previously recorded sites included Site 44PW0855, 
Site 44PW1840, and Site 44PW1842. Pedestrian survey of Site 44PW0855, located near the 
intersection of Jefferson Davis Highway and Possum Point Road, showed that the site has been 
destroyed by the construction of the Pointe Center office building complex. Site 44PW1840, 
located near the intersection of Main Street and Colonial Street, was tested with one ST (ST 8.2), 
which was positive for historic artifacts. Site 44PW1842 was delineated through previous 
historic research but has not been identified archaeologically. This site is a 130-acre square that 
covers a large portion of the APE located along Main Street and Fraley Boulevard between 
Canal Road and Graham Park Road. The APE within this site was tested with 43 STs, two of 
which were positive for historic artifacts (STs 11.3 and 11.4). The portion of Site 44PW1842 
within the APE has been mostly destroyed or disturbed by the construction of roads and 
commercial buildings, and the installation of roadside utilities and drainage features. 

The northern portion of the APE begins at the intersection of Dumfries Road and Jefferson Davis 
Highway (Route 1) and continues south to where Route 1 becomes a divided highway called 
Main Street (southbound lanes) and Fraley Boulevard (northbound lanes), near Possum Point 
Road (Figure 16). Most of the northern portion of the APE contains disturbed ground surfaces, 
impervious paved surfaces, such as parking lots, and areas with drainages and steep slopes. 
Eleven STs were excavated on the west side of Route 1 south of Tripoli Boulevard, in the front 
yards of houses along Waters Street, and within a small wooded area. All of these STs were 
negative, and no surface or subsurface features were identified. Soils in this portion of the APE 
were comprised of surficial fill deposits containing modern materials over a B horizon. Typical 
shovel test profiles in this area consisted of an approximately 0.7-ft thick surficial fill deposit of 
10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam with gravel over subsoil of 10YR 6/2 light brownish gray sandy 
clay loam (Figure 20, ST 7.4). 

Previously identified Site 44PW0855 was located south of the intersection of Main Street and 
Possum Point Road. This site has been completely destroyed by the construction of the Pointe 
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Center Office Complex. The former location of Site 44PW0855 is currently covered with an 
office building and impervious paved parking lot. 

South of Possum Point Road, the APE follows a small portion of Main Street (Route 1 
southbound) (Figure 17). The portion of the APE along Main Street on either side of Graham 
Street was tested with 56 STs (30 to the west of Graham Street, and 26 to the east of Graham 
Street). Site 44PW2040 was identified with 51 positive STs and 2,050 historic and 29 prehistoric 
artifacts and two possible subsurface slate foundation features (STs 1.2 and 5.8). Shovel testing 
was extended outside of the APE to the northwest until steep slopes were encountered, which 
determined the northern site boundary. 

4.2 PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED SITE 44PW1840
Two positive STs were located to the west of Site 44PW2040, one is an isolated find, and one is 
located within previously identified Site 44PW1840. Typical shovel test profiles in this area 
consisted of an approximately 0.5-ft Ap horizon of 10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam with historic 
artifacts and modern materials over a B horizon of 10YR 4/6 dark yellowish brown sandy clay 
loam (Figure 20, ST 8.2). 

Positive ST 8.1 was located in the landscaped yard surface of Croppers Auto Care, located at 
17662 Main Street (Figure 21). It contained one brick fragment, one oyster shell fragment, one 
undecorated hard-paste porcelain body sherd. The artifacts were located in a modern altered yard 
surface that has been impacted by the installation of roadside utilities and the installation of a 
concrete sidewalk. Soils within the APE were comprised of surficial fill deposits containing 
modern materials over a B horizon. No diagnostic artifacts were recovered, and no subsurface 
features were identified.

Positive ST 8.2 was located in the landscaped yard surface of 17646 Main Street, the Prince 
William Historic Preservation Foundation (Figure 22). This ST was located within the boundary 
of Site 44PW1840, the William’s Ordinary constructed in 1786. The APE intersects with the 
very southeast corner of Site 44PW1840. ST 8.2 was excavated outside the APE boundary 
because the small portion of Site 44PW1840 located within the APE was covered with a brick 
walkway. ST 8.2 contained two window glass fragments, and one unidentified clear bottle glass 
fragment, along with seven charcoal fragments (Table 6). The artifacts were located in a modern 
altered yard surface that has been impacted by the installation of an electrical pole and the 
installation of a brick sidewalk. A small portion of the brick sidewalk is located within the APE. 
No diagnostic artifacts were recovered, and no subsurface features were identified. Significant 
deposits related to the William’s Ordinary would most likely be located in the rear or side yard. 
No further archaeological testing within the APE is warranted. The portion of the site within the 
APE does not contribute to the potential of the site as a whole. 



Figure 16.  Aerial photograph of the APE from Dumfries Road to Possum Point Road, showing the location of shovel tests, disturbed areas, and 
 archaeological sites.
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Figure 17.  Aerial photograph of the APE from Possum Point Road to Williamstown Road, showing the location of shovel tests, disturbed areas, and archaeological 
                   sites.
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Figure 18.  Aerial photograph of the APE from Williamstown Road to utility corridor, showing the location of shovel tests, disturbed areas, and archaeological sites.
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Figure 19.  Aerial photograph of the APE from utility corridor to Bradys Hill Road, showing the location of shovel tests and disturbed areas.
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Figure 20.  Representative Phase I shovel test profiles.

0-1.0 ft  10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam, abrupt transition, no artifacts (Ap horizon)

1.0-1.35 ft  10YR 6/8 brownish yellow sandy clay loam (B horizon)

0-1.0 ft  10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam, abrupt transition, no artifacts (Ap horizon)

1.0-1.35 ft  10YR 6/8 brownish yellow sandy clay loam (B horizon)

ST 14.6
0-0.3 ft  10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam, modern materials, abrupt transition
(Surficial fill 1)
0.3-0.55 ft  10YR 3/4 dark yellowish brown sandy loan with bluestone gravel, no
artifacts, abrupt transition (Surficial fill 2)
0.55-0.9 ft  10YR 5/2 grayish brown sandy clay loam, no artifacts, abrupt transition
(Apb horizon)
0.9-1.3 ft 10YR 5/8 yellowish brown sandy clay loam, no artifacts (B horizon)

0-0.3 ft  10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam, modern materials, abrupt transition
(Surficial fill 1)
0.3-0.55 ft  10YR 3/4 dark yellowish brown sandy loan with bluestone gravel, no
artifacts, abrupt transition (Surficial fill 2)
0.55-0.9 ft  10YR 5/2 grayish brown sandy clay loam, no artifacts, abrupt transition
(Apb horizon)
0.9-1.3 ft 10YR 5/8 yellowish brown sandy clay loam, no artifacts (B horizon)

ST 10.1
Site 44PW1842

0-0.5-ft  10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam, historic artifacts and modern materials, abrupt
transition (Ap horizon)

0.5-1.15 ft  10YR 4/6 dark yellowish brown sandy clay loam (B horizon)

0-0.5-ft  10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam, historic artifacts and modern materials, abrupt
transition (Ap horizon)

0.5-1.15 ft  10YR 4/6 dark yellowish brown sandy clay loam (B horizon)

ST 8.2
Site 44PW1840

0-0.7 ft  10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam, abrupt transition, no artifacts, abrupt transition
(Surficial fill)

0.7-1.05 ft  10YR 6/2 light brownish gray sandy clay loam, no artifacts (B horizon)

0-0.7 ft  10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam, abrupt transition, no artifacts, abrupt transition
(Surficial fill)

0.7-1.05 ft  10YR 6/2 light brownish gray sandy clay loam, no artifacts (B horizon)

ST 7.4

0-0.45 ft  10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, abrupt transition (Ap 1 horizon)

0.45-1.2 ft  10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, abrupt transition
(Ap 2 horizon)

1.2-2.0 ft  10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam, clear transition (Ap 3 horizon)

2.0-2.35 ft  10YR 5/6 yellowish brown sandy clay loam (B horizon)

0-0.45 ft  10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, abrupt transition (Ap 1 horizon)

0.45-1.2 ft  10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, abrupt transition
(Ap 2 horizon)

1.2-2.0 ft  10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam, clear transition (Ap 3 horizon)

2.0-2.35 ft  10YR 5/6 yellowish brown sandy clay loam (B horizon)

ST 4.3
Site 44PW2040

East of Graham Street
0-0.5 ft  10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, abrupt transition
(Ap1 horizon)

0.5-1.25 ft  10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, clear transition (Ap2 horizon)

1.25-1.65 ft  10YR 5/6 yellowish brown sandy clay loam, no artifacts (B horizon)

0-0.5 ft  10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, abrupt transition
(Ap1 horizon)

0.5-1.25 ft  10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, clear transition (Ap2 horizon)

1.25-1.65 ft  10YR 5/6 yellowish brown sandy clay loam, no artifacts (B horizon)

ST 1.3
Site 44PW2040

East of Graham Street

0-1.4 ft  10YR 2/2 very dark brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, clear transition
(Ap horizon)

1.4-1.8 ft  10YR 6/6 brownish yellow sandy clay loam, no artifacts (B horizon)

0-1.4 ft  10YR 2/2 very dark brown sandy loam, historic artifacts, clear transition
(Ap horizon)

1.4-1.8 ft  10YR 6/6 brownish yellow sandy clay loam, no artifacts (B horizon)

ST 6.7
Site 44PW2040

West of Graham Street

0-1.05 ft  10YR 3/2 very dark grayish brown sandy loam, historic and prehistoric 
artifacts and architectural materials, abrupt transition (Ap1 horizon)

1.05-1.65 ft  10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam, historic and prehistoric 
artifacts and architectural materials, abrupt transition (Ap2 horizon)

1.65-2.2 ft  10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy clay loam, no artifacts, clear transition
(truncated Apb horizon)

2.2-2.65 ft  10YR 6/8 brownish yellow sandy clay, no artifacts (B horizon)

0-1.05 ft  10YR 3/2 very dark grayish brown sandy loam, historic and prehistoric 
artifacts and architectural materials, abrupt transition (Ap1 horizon)

1.05-1.65 ft  10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam, historic and prehistoric 
artifacts and architectural materials, abrupt transition (Ap2 horizon)

1.65-2.2 ft  10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy clay loam, no artifacts, clear transition
(truncated Apb horizon)

2.2-2.65 ft  10YR 6/8 brownish yellow sandy clay, no artifacts (B horizon)

ST J7
Site 44PW2040

West of Graham Street

0 50cm

0 2ft



4.0 RESULTS

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

66



Figure 22. View of Site 44PW1840, the William’s Ordinary, facing southwest.

Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 21.  Phase I ST excavation in progress, yard of Cropper’s Auto Care, facing northeast.
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Table   6. Historic Artifacts Recovered from Phase I ST Excavations within Site 44PW1840, 
Site 44PW1842, and Isolated Locations. 

ST Number Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
ST 8.1 1 Plain Hard-

Paste Porcelain 
  1 Unidentified Brick 

Fragment, Unglazed 
   1 Oyster Shell 

Fragment 
ST 8.2
(44PW1840) 

 2 Window 
Fragments 

 7 Coal/Charcoal 
Fragments 

 1 Unidentified 
Bottle Fragment, 
Clear

ST 11.3 
(44PW1842) 

1 Creamware, 
Light-Colored
Yellow (1775-
1820)

   

ST 11.4 
(44PW1842) 

  1 Wire 
Common Nail 
(1850-2000)

1 Unidentified Brick 
Fragment, Unglazed 

   1 Sand Mortar 
Fragment 

   1 Unidentified Stone 
Tile 

2 total 3 total 1 total 12 total 

4.3 PREVIOUSLY IDENTIFIED SITE 44PW1842
South of the Route 1 divide along Fraley Boulevard, the APE crosses Quantico Creek. This 
portion of the APE contained steep slopes and drainages, standing water, and areas where the 
ground has been disturbed by commercial construction. This portion of the APE is also located 
within Site 44PW1842, a 130-acre site delineated by historic research alone, which resulted in a 
very large rectangular site boundary that encompasses a long stretch of Fraley Boulevard.  

Commonwealth archaeologists conducted a metal detection survey within previously identified 
Site 44PW1842. Most of the APE within Site 44PW1842 has been extensively altered or 
disturbed through the construction of roads and commercial buildings, the installation of 
roadside utilities and drainages, and the construction of gravel or asphalt parking lots (Figure 
23). Metal detection was limited to the wooded areas adjacent to Quantico Creek, where less 
disturbance was observed (Figure 24). Metal detection was conducted in 5-foot transects running 
parallel to Quantico Creek, in relatively undisturbed areas containing low to moderate 
vegetation. This area contained a modern trash dump, with debris and car parts extending on 
either side of Quantico Creek and surrounding drainage cuts. Over 75 positive hits contained 
modern metallic debris including aluminum cans, wire nails, iron hardware, furniture, car parts, 
tires and hubcaps, food wrappers, and other modern trash.  
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Previously identified Site 44PW1842 was tested with 43 STs, two of which were positive for 
historic artifacts. Four judgmental STs were excavated to the south of Quantico Creek, on the 
northwest side of Fraley Boulevard, within the wooded area adjacent to Quantico Creek. These 
STs were all negative for artifacts and no subsurface features were identified. A modern trash 
dump was located on either side of the creek. To the south of the STs was an empty and 
overgrown lot where a commercial structure once stood, and is now covered with gravel and 
asphalt piles, and demolition debris (Figure 25). The portion of Site 44PW1842 within the APE 
has been mostly destroyed, and no historic artifacts were recovered from metal detection. No 
evidence of a Revolutionary War era campground was identified within the APE. 

On the southeast side of Fraley Boulevard, south of Williamstown Road, 39 STs were excavated 
in the wooded area north of an empty and overgrown lot. Two of these STs (STs 11.3 and 11.4) 
were positive for artifacts. They contained one brick fragment, one sand mortar fragment, one 
wire nail, one asbestos siding fragment, and one sherd of plain creamware (Table 6). These 
artifacts were found within previously identified Site 44PW1842. However, the locations from 
which these artifacts were recovered have been extensively disturbed by commercial 
construction and modern drainage features. This area was surrounded by modern drainages and 
steep slopes to the east and west, and an area disturbed by commercial construction to the south. 
Soils in this portion of the APE were comprised of surficial fill deposits containing modern 
materials over an Ap horizon over subsoil. Typical shovel test profiles in this area consisted of 
an approximately 0.3-ft thick surficial fill horizon of 10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam 
with modern materials, over an approximately 0.25-ft thick second surficial fill horizon of 10YR 
3/4 dark yellowish brown sandy loan with bluestone gravel, over an approximately 0.4-ft thick 
Apb horizon of 10YR 5/2 grayish brown sandy clay loam, over a B horizon of 10YR 5/8 
yellowish brown sandy clay loam (Figure 20, ST 10.1). 

The portion of the APE south of Site 44PW1842 mostly consisted of impervious surfaces and 
parking lots and a roadside berm (Figure 18). Five STs were excavated along Graham Park 
Road, these were all negative for artifacts and features. Between Graham Park Road and where 
the utility corridor crosses the APE, the wooded area was tested with 11 STs, all of which were 
negative for artifacts and features. This area was bounded by the roadside berm and modern 
drainages (Figure 26). Soils in this portion of the APE were comprised of an Ap horizon over a B 
horizon. Typical shovel test profiles in this area consisted of an approximately 1.0-ft thick A 
horizon of 10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam over a B horizon of 10YR 6/8 brownish yellow sandy 
clay loam (Figure 20, ST 14.6). 

The west side of Fraley Boulevard contained commercial buildings with landscaped grounds 
(Figure 18). The southern end of the APE contained steep slopes and modern drainages, roadside 
berms, commercial buildings with landscaped grounds, disturbed ground surfaces, and 
impervious paved surfaces (Figure 19). No STs were excavated in this portion of the APE, and 
no surface or subsurface features were identified. 



Figure 24. Phase I metal detection in progress within Site 44PW1842, facing southwest.

Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 23.  View of typical roadside disturbance within Site 44PW1842, facing southwest.
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Figure 26.  View of typical roadside disturbance within APE, facing south.

Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 25.  View of overgrown commercial lot within Site 44PW1842, facing north.
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4.4 SITE 44PW2040 PHASE I RESULTS
Site 44PW2040 was identified based on dense eighteenth and nineteenth century historic artifact 
deposits, complex stratigraphy, subsurface stone foundation features, surface features showing 
possible historic alterations to the landscape, and preliminary historic research. Site 44PW2040 
was identified with 51 positive STs that contained 2,050 historic and 29 prehistoric artifacts 
(Figure 29, Tables 7 and 8).

Site 44PW2040 is 3.42 acres and spans an area on the west side of Graham Street approximately 
260-ft wide by 400-ft long, and an area on the east side approximately 180-ft wide by 320-ft 
long. The former location of Fairfax Street is located approximately 160 ft from Main Street and 
runs parallel to it. Fairfax Street is currently still visible in the landscape as a trail on the east side 
of Graham Street, and as the driveway to the 1930s modern house on the west side. North of 
Fairfax Street is wooded, with some piles of brick and slate building material observed near the 
tree line on the west side, and a steeply sloping ridge rising to the north on the east side. South of 
Fairfax and near the modern house and driveway on the west side were more piles of brick, slate, 
and sandstone building materials. Two large walnut trees were located near the extant shed and 
carport. Also located on the west side were the 1930s modern house and the shop and parking 
lot. Landscaping had altered the ground surface around the shop, so it appears to be located 
below grade. The parking lot appears to be on the natural ground surface, and shovel testing 
immediately adjacent to it showed unaltered soils. To the north of the parking lot in the grassy 
yard is a 100-ft diameter shallow depression surrounded by a low berm (Figure 27).  

Soils in Site 44PW2040 varied, in some areas they were comprised of multiple Ap horizons 
dense with historic artifacts and architectural materials over a truncated Apb horizon and/or B 
horizon, and in other areas soils consisted of a regular Ap horizon over B horizon. A shallow 
depression surrounded by a low berm was located to the north of the extant store and parking lot, 
and east of the 1930s modern house. Shovel testing within and around the depression showed 
buried deposits containing dense historic artifact deposits. 

On the west side of Graham Street, the Phase I survey identified 18 STs with buried Ap horizons 
containing historic artifacts (STs 1.6, 1.7, 1.8, 2.6, 2.7, 2.8, 3.5, 3.6, 3.7, 4.5, 4.6, 4.7, 5.8, 6.6, 
6.8, J7, J8, and J9). Typical shovel test profiles consisted of an approximately 1.0-ft thick Ap 1 
horizon of 10YR 3/2 very dark grayish brown sandy loam with historic artifacts over an 
approximately 0.6-ft thick Ap 2 horizon of 10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam with 
historic artifacts over an approximately 0.8-ft thick truncated Apb horizon of 10YR 5/4 
yellowish brown sandy clay loam, over a B horizon of 10YR 6/8 brownish yellow sandy clay 
(Figure 20, ST J7). The other STs on the west side of Graham Street contained an Ap horizon 
over subsoil, with a typical shovel test profile of an approximately 0.5-ft thick Ap horizon of 
10YR 2/2 very dark brown sandy loam with historic artifacts, over a B horizon of 10YR 6/6 
brownish yellow sandy clay loam (Figure 20, ST 6.7). Some STs (STs 1.7, 1.8, 5.5, and 5.6) 
showed evidence of modern fill episodes likely related to twentieth century disturbances.  A 
potential slate foundation stone feature was identified in ST 5.8, which was verified in the Phase 
II survey (Figure 28). In the wooded area north of the former location of Fairfax Street, some 
STs contained an A horizon over an E horizon over subsoil (STs 6.5 and J12), which shows that 
soils in these areas have been relatively unaltered over the last few hundred years. 
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On the east side of Graham Street, the Phase I survey identified seven STs with buried Ap 
horizons containing historic artifacts between the modern house and Main Street (STs 1.2, 1.3, 
1.3 W25, 2.4, 2.4 S25, J5, and J6), and three STs around the historic barn (STs 4.1, 4.2, and 4.3). 
Typical shovel test profiles near Main Street consisted of an approximately 0.5-ft thick Ap 1 
horizon of 10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam with historic artifacts over an 
approximately 0.75-ft thick Ap 2 horizon of 10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam with historic artifacts 
over a B horizon of 10YR 5/6 yellowish brown sandy clay loam (Figure 20, ST 1.3). Typical 
shovel test profiles near the barn consisted of an approximately 0.5-ft thick Ap 1 horizon of 
10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam with historic artifacts over an approximately 0.75-ft thick Ap 2 
horizon of 10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy loam with historic artifacts, over an approximately 
0.5-ft thick Ap3 horizon of 10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam, over a B horizon of 10YR 5/6 
yellowish brown sandy clay loam (Figure 20, ST 4.3). The other STs on the east side of Graham 
Street contained an Ap over subsoil. Some STs (STs 1.2, 1.2 E25, and 1.4) showed evidence of 
modern fill episodes likely related to twentieth century disturbances. A potential slate foundation 
stone feature was identified in ST 1.2, which the Phase II survey showed was just disarticulated 
building material, possibly from the former house located here during the Waters occupation 
period. In the wooded area north and south of the former location of Fairfax Street, some STs 
contained unaltered soils consisting of an A horizon over an E horizon over subsoil (STs 5.1, 6.1, 
6.2, 6.3, and 6.4). 

Historic and prehistoric artifacts were recovered from Phase I testing at Site 44PW2040. There 
were 2,050 historic artifacts and 29 prehistoric artifacts recovered from 51 positive Phase I STs 
at Site 44PW2040 (Tables 7 and 8, Appendix II). There were 813 historic ceramics recovered 
from Phase I STs at Site 44PW2040. A majority of these were imported refined earthenwares, 
creamware (N=269) and pearlware (N=274). Other types of ceramics included imported 
stonewares (British Brown, Westerwald, Nottingham, white salt-glazed), imported coarse 
earthenwares (tin-glazed earthenware, buff-bodied earthenware), imported early refined 
earthenware (Astbury-type, Agateware), domestic stoneware and earthenwares (domestic gray 
and brown stoneware, redware, yellowware), and imported porcelain. There were also vast 
amounts of architectural materials, oyster shell, and handwrought or cut nails. Other notable 
diagnostic artifacts included olive green free-blown bottle fragments, 5/64th-inch ball clay pipe 
stem fragments, and metal hardware. 
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Table   7. Historic Artifacts Recovered from Phase I ST Excavations at Site 44PW2040. 

Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
1 Tile Fragment 143 Window Fragments 19 Handwrought Rosehead 

Nails
2 Asphalt Fragments 

6 Chinese Export Porcelain Sherds 2 Free-Blown Bottle Fragments, Olive Green 25 Handwrought Nails 1 Unidentified, Glazed 
Brick Fragment 

23 Hard-Paste Porcelain Sherds 1 Blown-In-Mold Bottle Fragment, Clear 3 Cut L-Head Nails 132 Unidentified, Unglazed 
Brick Fragments 

3 Imported Brown Stoneware, British 
Brown Sherds 

2 Machine-Made Bottle Fragments, Aqua 166 Cut Common Nails 5 Lime Mortar Fragments 

8 Imported Gray Stoneware, Westerwald 
Sherds 

4 Machine-Made Bottle Fragments, Clear 13 Wire Nails 22 Plaster Mortar Fragments 

9 Domestic Brown Stoneware Sherds 1 Decorated/ Embossed Bottle Fragment, 
Clear

1 Unidentified Cut or Wrought 
Nail

33 Sand Mortar Fragments 

7 Domestic Gray Stoneware Sherds 12 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Aqua 10 Unidentified Nails 81 Faunal Bone Fragments 
27 White Salt-Glazed Stoneware Sherds 1 Unidentified Bottle Fragment, Amber 5 Tacks 6 Nonhuman Teeth 
1 Red Stoneware Sherd 2 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Amethyst 2 Spikes 238 Oyster Shell Fragments 
2 Astbury-type Earthenware Sherds 62 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Clear 1 Screw 5 Snail Shell Fragments 
24 Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherds 2 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Milk Glass 2 Unidentified Hardware 35 Coal/ Charcoal 

Fragments 
269 Creamware Sherds 1 Unidentified Bottle Fragment, Cobalt Blue 1 Brass Button 13 Coal Ash Slag 
279 Pearlware Sherds 1 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Light Blue 1 Brass Stud 1 Wood Fragment 
70 Whiteware Sherds 48 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Olive 

Green 
1 Brass Buckle 1 Unidentified Burned 

Material 
1 Plain Ironstone Sherd 1 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Frosted 9 Unidentified Iron Fragments 66 Building or Roof Slate 
1 White Granite Ware, Molded Sherd 1 Glass Stemware, Stem Fragment 4 Metal Slag 1 Unidentified Stone 
7 Agateware Sherds 2 Unidentified Glass Tableware 1 Unidentified Brass Fragment 1 Carbon Battery Part 
30 Redware Sherds 3 Lamp Chimney Fragments 2 Horseshoe Nails  
1 Yellowware, Rockingham/Bennington 
Glaze Sherd 

 1 Flat Iron Fragment  

5 Buff-Bodied Earthenware Sherds  1 Nonelectrical Wire  
11 Unidentified, Burned Sherds  1 Hook  
28 Unidentified, Indeterminate Sherds  1 Handle  
7 Ball Clay Tobacco Pipe Bowl Fragments  3 Small Ring  
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Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
2 Ball Clay Tobacco Pipe Bowl 
Fragments, Decorated 

 1 Nut and Bolt  

15 Ball Clay 5/64th-Inch Pipe Stem 
Fragments 

 1 Screw Cap  

1 Unglazed Clay Marble  1 Gear or Watch Part  
2 Terra Cotta Flower Pot Fragments    
1 Porcelain Figurine Fragment    
1 Drainage Pipe Fragment    
842 total 289 total 276 total 643 total 



Figure 28.  Phase I ST excavation in progress within Site 
 44PW2040, showing subsurface slate foundation 
 in ST 5.8, facing north.

Figure 27.  Phase I ST excavation in progress within Site 44PW2040, circular berm and 
 depression area, facing west.
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Twenty-nine prehistoric artifacts were recovered from 14 Phase I STs at Site 44PW2040 (Table 
8). No diagnostic prehistoric artifacts were identified during the Phase I survey, though one 
unidentified quartz tempered ceramic sherd indicates a Woodland period presence at the site. A 
quartz sidescraper was also recovered, indicating that soft tissue or hide processing may have 
been occurring at the site. Phase I lithic debitage materials were limited to quartz. 

Table   8. Prehistoric Artifacts Recovered from Phase I ST Excavations at Site 44PW2040. 

Prehistoric Ceramic Lithic Tools Lithic Debitage 
1 Unidentified Quartz 
Tempered Body Sherd 

1 Quartz Sidescraper 1 Quartz Flake, 6-10mm 

  7 Quartz Flake, 11-15mm 
  1 Quartz Flake w/Cortex, 11-15mm 
  7 Quartz Flake, 16-20mm 
  1 Quartz Flake, 26-30mm 
  2 Quartz Shatter, 11-15mm 
  3 Quartz Shatter, 16-20mm 
  3 Quartz Shatter, 21-25mm 
  1 Quartz Shatter, 26-30mm 
  1 Quartz Shatter w/Cortex, >40mm 
1 total 1 total 27 total 

Site 44PW2040 is a multi-component prehistoric, eighteenth, and early nineteenth-century site 
containing potential intact building remains. Phase I results at Site 44PW2040 showed the 
potential for intact subsurface Ap horizons containing historic artifacts across a wide portion of 
the site, on both the west and east sides of Graham Street. Preliminary artifact results suggested a 
mostly eighteenth-century occupation, with some nineteenth century components. The site had 
also been impacted by early twentieth century alterations, but overall the site has been very well 
preserved compared to the commercial and industrial developments that surround the site’s 
location.

4.5 SITE 44PW2040 PHASE II RESULTS

4.5.1 OVERVIEW
The Phase I archaeological shovel test survey of the APE for Archaeology for this project 
resulted in the identification of Site 44PW2040, a multi-component prehistoric, eighteenth, and 
early nineteenth-century site containing potential intact building remains (Figure 29). Methods 
for the Phase II survey included shovel testing and test unit excavation to refine site boundaries, 
locate features, and to gain a better understanding of artifact distributions, site stratigraphy, site 
integrity, and research potential. 

Some disturbed areas were noted across Site 44PW2040. On the west side of Graham Street, a 
power line utility parallels the old road trace north of Fairfax Street. The installation of a gravel 
driveway overtop of Fairfax Street has altered the ground surface, and piles of construction 
materials are located along the tree line and on either side of the driveway where it turns to enter 
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the carport. South of the driveway, and alongside Graham Street, plowing or other ground 
surface alterations were noted. The modern Brawner house and related utilities are located in the 
southwest quadrant of Site 44PW2040. The well located in TU 1 also showed evidence of recent 
ground-altering activities. Some landscaping and utility disturbance was noted around the shop 
and parking lot. On the east side of Graham Street, disturbance was mostly limited to the area 
immediately surrounding the modern house, and the modern gravel driveway located in between 
the house and the standing barn. A modern parking lot is also located in the southeast corner of 
the site, east of Graham Street. 

Soils across Site 44PW2040 varied, in some areas they were comprised of multiple Ap horizons 
dense with historic artifacts and architectural materials over a truncated Apb horizon and/or B 
horizon.  In other areas, soils consisted of a regular Ap horizon over B horizon, or surficial fill 
deposits overlying an Ap and B horizon. Some shovel tests in the northernmost portion of Site 
44PW2040 showed a soil profile of A horizon, over an E horizon (zone of leaching), over a B 
horizon, indicating that the soil column has been unaltered for several hundred years. 

4.5.2 PHASE II SHOVEL TEST AND TEST UNIT RESULTS
Commonwealth excavated 120 STs along a grid of 25-ft intervals across Site 44PW2040. 
Archaeologists excavated 83 STs on the west side of Graham Street, and 37 STs east of Graham 
Street. The Phase II ST grid was designed to overlay with the Phase I 50-ft interval testing, so 
that the entire site was tested at a 25-ft interval with 176 STs. In addition to the 120 Phase II 
regular STs, 13 1.5-ft-by-1.5-ft square exploratory STs were excavated to assist in locating 
features and testing high potential areas. The initial shovel test survey results were used to 
determine the location of 14 3-ft-by-3-ft TUs. Phase II ST and TU excavations resulted in the 
recovery of 15,655 historic and 100 prehistoric artifacts (Tables 9 and 10, Appendix II). 
Combined totals for the Phase I and Phase II artifacts for Site 44PW2040 include 17,723 historic 
artifacts and 129 prehistoric artifacts. Several potential features were identified in Phase II STs, 
including STs 21.13, 25.13, 25.11, and 28.14. 

Commonwealth excavated 13 exploratory square STs and 14 TUs in locations determined as 
high potential based on preliminary field results. Eleven exploratory STs were excavated on the 
west side of Graham Street, and two exploratory STs were excavated on the east side. Twelve 
TUs were excavated on the west side of Graham Street, and two TUs were excavated on the east 
side. ST J29 and TU 6 were placed to investigate the possible feature deposits identified in ST 
16.11. STs J20, J22, J24, and J31, and TU 4 were placed to investigate the possible sandstone 
feature identified in ST 21.13. TUs 5, 8, 9, 10, 11, and 12 were placed to investigate the 
horizontal and vertical dimensions of the buried Ap horizons located in the berm. TU 14 was 
placed immediately adjacent to TU 10 to further investigate stratigraphy using arbitrary levels.  

STs J19 and J30, and TU 2 and TU 3 were placed on the Merchant House foundation feature 
identified in Phase I ST 5.8, and ST J21 and J23 were used to investigate the eastern extent of 
this subsurface slate foundation feature. ST J26 and TU 13 were placed to investigate a possible 
stone feature identified in Phase I ST 1.2, but only disarticulated stones were found in this 
location. TU 7 was placed to investigate the extent of the buried Ap horizon in Locus 4. ST J28
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Table   9. Historic Artifacts Recovered from Phase II Excavations at Site 44PW2040. 

Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
2 Sewer Pipe Fragments 1,276 Window Fragments 34 Handwrought Rosehead Nails 8 Unidentified Glazed Brick 

Fragments 
1 Prosser 4-Hole Button 2 Flat Glass Fragments 10 Handwrought T-Head Nails 277 Unidentified Unglazed Brick 

Fragments 
67 Chinese Export Porcelain Sherds 88 Free-Blown Bottle Fragments, Olive Green 2 Cut L-Head Nails 63 Lime Mortar Fragments 
123 Hard-Paste Porcelain Sherds 21 Blown-In-Mold Bottle Fragments, Aqua 7 Cut T-Head Nails 12 Plaster Mortar Fragments 
23 Imported Brown Stoneware, British 
Brown Sherds 

25 Blown-In-Mold Bottle Fragments, Clear 1,257 Cut Common Nails 58 Sand Mortar Fragments 

34 Imported Gray Stoneware, 
Westerwald Sherds 

32 Machine-Made Bottle Fragments, Green 63 Wire Common Nails 4 Unidentified Mortar Fragments 

17 Imported Gray Stoneware, 
Nottingham Sherds 

1 Machine-Made Bottle Fragment, Coke-Bottle 
Green 

6 Wire Roofing Nails 270 Roofing Slate Fragments 

57 Domestic Brown Stoneware Sherds 10 Machine-Made Bottle Fragments, Clear 245 Handwrought Nail 
Fragments 

1 Asphalt Shingle 

58 Domestic Gray Stoneware Sherds 6 Decorated/ Embossed Bottle Fragments, Aqua 348 Unidentified Cut or 
Wrought Nails 

106 Slate Building Material 
Fragments 

303 White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherds 

14 Decorated/ Embossed Bottle Fragments, Clear 241 Unidentified Nails 16 Sandstone Building Material 
Fragments 

13 Red Stoneware Sherds 1 Decorated/ Embossed Bottle Fragment, Frosted 1 Staple 1 Bone Center Hole Button 
74 Astbury-Type Earthenware Sherds 25 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Green 22 Tacks 1 Bone 2-Hole Button 
212 Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherds 111 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Aqua 21 Brads 1 Bone Bodkin 
3,200 Creamware Sherds 16 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Amber 10 Spikes 1,280 Faunal Bone Fragments 
2,340 Pearlware Sherds 8 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Amethyst 4 Screws 87 Nonhuman Teeth 
206 Whiteware Sherds 409 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Clear 9 Unidentified Hardware 2 Mandible Bone Fragments with 

Teeth
4 Ironstone, Plain White Sherds 5 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Milk Glass 3 Miscellaneous Electrical Parts 7 Pig Teeth 
68 Early Refined Earthenware, 
Agateware Sherds 

6 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Cobalt Blue 6 Brass Buttons 446 Oyster Shell Fragments 

15 Early Refined Earthenware, 
Jackfield Sherds 

5 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Light Blue 1 Pewter Button 8 Calcined Bone Fragments 

5 Slipware, Trailed Sherds 380 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Olive Green 1 Brass Hook and Eye 18 Snail Shells 
36 Coarse Earthenware, Buckley 
Sherds 

6 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Frosted 4 Brass Buckles 7 Walnut Shells 
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Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
3 Coarse Earthenware, Salmon Body 
Sherds 

1 Unidentified Bottle Fragment, Yellow Tint 1 Nonferrous Grommet 133 Coal or Charcoal 

1 White Granite Ware, Molded Sherd 3 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Dark Aqua 2 Ferrous Suspender Clips 6 Coal Ash (Slag) 
176 Redware Sherds 4 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Pink 1 Drawer or Door Pull 3 Plastic Screw Tops 
10 Yellowware Sherds 2 Unidentified Bottle Fragments, Melted 2 Brass Lock Parts 7 Rubber Fragments 
24 Buff-Bodied Earthenware, 
Staffordshire Yellowware Sherds 

3 Pressed-Glass Tableware Fragments, Ribs 1 Cast Iron Cooking Vessel 
Fragment 

56 Plastic Fragments 

13 Buff-Bodied Earthenware Sherds 1 Pressed-Glass Tableware Fragment, Flutes 1 Crown Bottle Cap 10 Styrofoam Fragments 
4 Unidentified Ceramic, Burnt 
Porcelain

1 Pressed-Glass Tableware Fragment, Diamonds 1 Small Screw Cap 1 Natural Chert Stone 

89 Unidentified Ceramic, Burnt White 
Body 

1 Pressed-Glass Tableware Fragment, 
Unidentified 

56 Tin Can Fragments 1 Human Molar 

367 Unidentified Ceramic, 
Indeterminate 

1 Glass Tableware Fragment, Engraved/ Etched 1 Pull Tab 5 Slate Pencils 

60 Ball Clay Tobacco Pipe Bowl 
Fragments 

1 Glass Tableware Fragment, Milk Glass  2 Aluminum Can Fragments 1 English Flint 

1 Red Clay Tobacco Pipe Bowl 
Fragment 

1 Glass Tableware Fragment, Opaque Green 1 Brass Trade Ring with Cross 1 Incised Stone Game Piece 

7 Decorated Ball Clay Tobacco Pipe 
Bowl Fragments 

4 Glass Tableware, Stemware Stem Fragments 1 Brooch or Pin with Fox Design  

13 Ball Clay 4/64th-Inch Tobacco Pipe 
Stem Fragments 

2 Glass Tableware Fragments, Air Twist Stem 
Fragments 

1 Key Fragment  

126 Ball Clay 5/64th-Inch Tobacco Pipe 
Stem Fragments 

3 Glass Tableware, Unidentified 4 Rimfire Cartridges  

2 Decorated Ball Clay 5/64th-Inch 
Tobacco Pipe Stem Fragments 

2 Unidentified Glass Objects 2 Horseshoe Nails  

1 Glazed Ball Clay 5/64th-Inch 
Tobacco Pipe Stem Fragment 

50 Lamp Chimney Glass, Clear 1 Railroad Spike  

4 Ball Clay 6/64th-Inch Tobacco Pipe 
Stem Fragments 

 2 Plow Blade Fragments  

1 Glazed Ball Clay 6/64th-Inch 
Tobacco Pipe Stem Fragment 

 1 Unidentified Tool  

3 Red Clay 6/64th-Inch Tobacco Pipe 
Stem Fragments 

 1 Clothespin Spring  

10 Ball Clay Tobacco Pipe Stem 
Fragments 

 4 Threaded Bolts  
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Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
1 Flattened Ball Clay Marble or 
Gaming Piece 

 26 Flat Iron Fragments  

  10 Nonelectrical Wire 
Fragments 

  1 Washer  
  1 Spring  
  1 Large Ring  
  3 Small Ring  
  1 Pin  
  1 Lightbulb Base  
  18 Unidentified Iron Fragments  
  3 Unidentified Brass/ Copper 

Alloy Fragments 
  3 Unidentified Lead Fragments  
  4 Slag Fragments  
  4 Indeterminate Fragments  
7,774 total 2,527 total 2,457 total 2,897 total 
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Table 10. Prehistoric Artifacts Recovered from Phase II Excavations at Site 44PW2040. 

Prehistoric Ceramic Lithic Tools Lithic Debitage 
1 Unidentified Sand/Grit 
Tempered Body Sherd 

1 Quartz Savannah 
River Broadspear 

1 Quartz Core 

1 Unidentified Grit 
Tempered Body Sherd 

1 Quartz Middle Stage 
Biface

1 Quartz Core Fragment 

1 Hornfels Point Base 8 Quartz Flakes w/Cortex 
1 Quartz Point Tip 47 Quartz Flakes 
1 Quartz Sidescraper 2 Chert Flakes 
1 Quartz Utilized 
Flake, 26-30mm 

29 Quartz Shatter 

4 Quartz Shatter w/Cortex 
2 total 6 total 92 total 

was placed on the small berm adjacent to the gravel driveway near the barn. ST J27 was placed 
to investigate the extent of the buried Ap horizon in Locus 5. 

Site 44PW2040 presented a complex stratigraphy and rich historic artifact deposits across a large 
area, that included multiple locations with subsurface integrity and features. The areas that 
contained buried Ap horizons were divided into five loci based on the horizontal and vertical 
integrity of the deposits, as determined from Harris matrix analysis of the Phase I and II 
proveniences (Figure 30) (Harris 1989; Harris et al. 1993).

Locus 1 was identified as the possible kitchen feature deposit on the west side of Graham Street 
(Figure 31). It was also the location of the Timothy Brundige parcel that contained his shop in 
the 1790s. It was approximately 70 ft wide-by-60 ft long. Locus 1 includes Phase I ST 1.6, and 
Phase II STs 15.11, 16.11, 16.13, 17.11, J25, and J29.  The surficial Ap horizon (Ap 1) is 
interpreted as a modern yard surface, the buried Ap horizon (Ap 2) is interpreted as an 1830s 
yard surface. STs J29 and 16.11 contained a deposit of ash, bone, and architectural debris in 
between the Ap 1 and Ap 2 horizons, interpreted as a feature created while the Ap 2 was the 
active yard surface, prior to the deposition of Ap 1 yard surface sediments sometime after 1830. 
There was a second possible feature deposit under the Ap 2 horizon and above the B horizon, 
which would have been created prior to the deposition of the Ap 2 yard surface sediments in the 
late 1820s. The second feature layer dates to the late eighteenth century. Locus 1 was separated 
from Locus 2 based on the differing stratigraphy in ST 17.11 and TU 12. 

Locus 2 was identified as the possible Calvert House location on the west side of Graham Street 
(Figure 32). It was approximately 100 ft wide-by-120 ft long. Locus 2 includes Phase I STs 3.6, 
4.6, 4.7, 5.5, J7, J8, and J9, and Phase II STs 18.11, 19.11, 20.9, 20.10, 20.11, 20.12, 21.11, 
22.10, 22.11, 22.12, and 22.14, and TUs 10, 12, and 14. The surficial Ap horizon (Ap 1) is 
interpreted as a modern yard surface, the buried Ap horizon (Ap 2) is interpreted as an 1830s 
yard surface. These Ap horizons may have been plowed or otherwise altered during the historic 
occupations. Posthole Features 5, 6, and 8, possible foundation Feature 9 were identified within 
Locus 2, TU 12. A sub-area within Locus 2 was identified as a possible 19th-century barn
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Figure 29.  Overview map of Phase I and II excavations at Site 44PW2040.
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Figure 30.  Overview of Site 44PW2040 showing the locations of buried Ap horizons
 containing historic artifacts.
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Figure 32.  View of Site 44PW2040, Locus 2, facing south.

Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 31.  View of Site 44PW2040, Locus 1, facing east.
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location, and included Phase II STs 21.13, 22.13, J20, J22, J24, and J31, and TU 4. Possible barn 
foundation or garden walkway Feature 10 was identified within Locus 2.

Locus 3 was identified as the Merchant House foundation area and extended north of Fairfax 
Street, on the west side of Graham Street (Figure 33 and 34). It was approximately 200 ft wide-
by-80 ft long. Locus 3 includes Phase I STs 5.8, 6.6, and 6.8, Phase II STs 22.16, 23.17, 24.13, 
24.14, 24.15, 24.17, 25.11, 25.13, 26.10, 26.11, 26.12, 26.13, 26.14, 26.15, 26.16, 27.10, J19, 
J21, J23, and J30, and TUs 2 and 3. The surficial Ap horizon (Ap 1) is interpreted as a modern 
yard surface, the buried Ap horizon (Ap 2) is interpreted as an 1850s yard surface. STs adjacent 
to the Merchant House have evidence of the building, occupation, and demolition of the 
residence. Merchant House foundation Feature 1, planting-related Feature 3, and Merchant 
House builder’s trench Feature 4 were identified in Locus 3, along with two possible features 
that were not investigated in ST 25.11 and 25.13.

Locus 4 was identified as the possible Waters House location on the east side of Graham Street 
(Figure 35). It was approximately 120 ft wide-by-60 ft long. Locus 4 included Phase I STs 1.2, 
1.3, 1.3 W25. 2.4 S25, and J5, Phase II STs 15.1, 15.5, 16.2, 16.5, 17.5, 18.4, 18.5, and J26, and 
TUs 7 and 13. The surficial Ap horizon (Ap 1) is interpreted as a modern yard surface, the buried 
Ap horizon (Ap 2) is interpreted as an 1830s yard surface on the periphery of the Waters house 
location, where the 1920s house now stands. These Ap horizons may have been plowed or 
otherwise altered during the historic occupations. No features were identified in Locus 4.  

Locus 5 was identified as the possible Waters Barn location on the east side of Graham Street 
(Figure 36). It was approximately 180 ft wide-by-60 ft long. Locus 5 included Phase I STs 4.1, 
4.2, and 4.3, and Phase II STs 20.1, 20.2, 20.3, 21.1, 21.3, 22.1, 22.2, 22.3, 22.4, 22.5, 22.6, and 
J27. The surficial Ap horizon (Ap 1) is interpreted as a modern yard surface, the buried Ap 
horizon (Ap 2) is interpreted as an 1890s layer of sand on the north and east sides of the standing 
barn used to create the banked entrance to the barn. No features were identified in Locus 5.

Loci 1 through 5 are further detailed in the spatial and temporal analysis section. An overview of 
the remaining proveniences presented in this section is divided into the West Side and East Side 
of Graham Street analytic groups.  

There were 14 Phase I STs and 18 Phase II STs on the East Side that were not included in a 
Locus. Soils in most of the STs on the east side of the site typically consisted of an Ap horizon 
over B horizon. STs 5.1, 6.1, 6.2, 6.3, and 6.4 showed an A over E over B horizon (Figure 37). 
STs 1.1, 1.2 E25, 1.2, 1.4, J5, J6, and 18.2, showed evidence of disturbance related to the 
installation of roadside and domestic utilities, the construction of the modern house and septic 
system, or the installation of a gravel driveway. No TUs were excavated outside of the loci on 
the East Side. 

There were 18 Phase I STs and 37 Phase II STs on the West Side that were not included in a 
locus. Soils in most of the STs on the west side of the site typically consisted of an Ap horizon 
over B horizon. STs 28.13, 29.11, 29.12, 29.13, 29.14, 30.12, 30.13, 30.14, J12, J13, and J14 
showed an A over E over B horizon. STs 1.8, 2.8, 23.9, 24.9, 24.10. and 24.11 showed evidence 
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of disturbance from the construction of the modern house and related utilities, or the installation 
of a gravel driveway and domestic utilities at the corner of Graham Street and former Fairfax 
Street. A pile of slate building material was noted in between ST 28.13 and 28.12, and a possible 
subsurface slate feature was also identified in ST 28.14, but was not further investigated. 

There were six TUs on the West Side that were not included in a locus (TUs 1, 5, 6, 8, 9, and 
11). TU 1 was excavated to investigate the stone well that was identified in the field as a circle of 
sandstone blocks adjacent to the modern sidewalk along Main Street. This well was present on 
the 1935 HABS map (Figure 10). A thick deposit of mottled 10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam and 
10YR 5/8 yellowish brown sandy clay loam inside the stone well was excavated to a depth of 
approximately 3 ft below surface, where large sandstone blocks were uncovered, presumably 
from the southern side of the well wall, which had previously been partially removed (Figure 
38). The well was augered to a depth of 5.6 ft below surface, where no soil transition was 
observed, and impenetrable materials precluded further augering. Artifacts from TU 1 dated to 
the mid to late twentieth century, including Styrofoam (1962) and aluminum beer cans (1958). 
This well was likely still in use during the 1930s and was infilled sometime in the 1960s and 
1970s. No further testing of the well is recommended. 

TU 6 was excavated to investigate the possible feature deposits identified in ST 16.11. The 
feature deposits were not identified in TU 6, which contained an approximately 0.7-ft thick Ap 
horizon of 10YR 2/2 very dark brown sandy loam over a B horizon of 10YR 4/6 dark yellowish 
brown sandy clay loam. There were 581 historic and three prehistoric artifacts recovered from 
TU 6, with a Terminus Post Quem date of 1850 (wire nail) in the Ap horizon. The Terminus Post 
Quem (TPQ) provides the date after which a given type of artifact was first manufactured (Miller 
et. al 2000). 

TU 8 and TU 9 were excavated to investigate the circular depression and the northern edge of the 
buried Ap horizon in Locus 2. The buried Ap horizon was not identified in these locations, rather 
a possible plow zone horizon of 10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam over a B horizon of 10YR 6/6 
brownish yellow sandy clay loam was encountered. The possible plow zone was approximately 1 
ft deep in TU 8 and reached a depth of almost 2 ft in TU 9. Plow scars were observed at the base 
of TU 8 and TU 9. TU 8 contained 577 historic artifacts and 19 prehistoric artifacts and had a 
TPQ of 1880 (amethyst glass), excluding modern materials. TU 9 contained 927 historic artifacts 
and 11 prehistoric artifacts and had a TPQ date of 1880 (underglaze hand-painted, transfer 
printed whiteware).

TU 5 and TU 11 were excavated to investigate the circular berm and the western edge of the 
buried Ap horizon in Locus 2. The buried Ap horizon was not identified in these locations, rather 
archaeologists encountered an approximately 0.5-ft thick possible plow zone horizon of 10YR 
3/3 dark brown sandy loam over an approximately 0.2-ft thick mottled transition horizon of 
10YR 3/3 dark brown sandy loam mottled with 10YR 6/6 brownish yellow sandy clay loam, 
over a B horizon of 10YR 6/6 brownish yellow sandy clay loam. Plow scars were observed at the 
base of TU 5 (Figure 39). TU 5 contained 1,768 historic artifacts and 10 prehistoric artifacts and 
had a TPQ of 1850 (wire nail), excluding modern materials. TU 11 contained 164 historic  



Figure 34.  View of Site 44PW2040, Locus 3, location of Merchant House, facing northwest.

Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 33.  View of Site 44PW2040, Locus 3, former location of Fairfax Street, facing west.
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Figure 36.  View of Site 44PW2040, Locus 5, facing southwest..

Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 35.  View of Site 44PW2040, Locus 4, facing northwest.
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Figure 37.  Overview of Site 44PW2040 showing the locations of disturbed and natural
         soils. 
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Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 38.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, TU 1, base of Strat 4, showing 
 southeast quadrant of twentieth-century well.
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Figure 39.  Site 44PW2040, West Side, Plan view of Feature 2 and profile of the excavated South Half.
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artifacts and two prehistoric artifacts and had a TPQ date of 1850 (wire nail), excluding modern 
materials. 

Feature 2, a square posthole was identified at the base of TU 5 (Figure 39). Feature 2 was square-
shaped with a width of 1.3 ft, a length of 1.35 ft, and a depth of 0.8 ft (Figure 40). Feature 2 soils 
consisted of 10YR 4/3 brown sandy clay loam with charcoal flecking. Feature 2 contained 161 
historic artifacts, with a TPQ date of 1815 (underglaze blue-painted pearlware), and a MCD Date 
of 1802.9. Mean ceramic dating (MCD) uses the date ranges for ceramic vessels to approximate 
an average date for a ceramic assemblage. 

4.5.3 DESCRIPTION OF ARTIFACTS BY GROUP
Commonwealth’s classification system for historic materials permits entry of data on artifact 
function using Stanley South's (1977) basic functional groups: Architecture, Clothing, Furniture, 
Kitchen, Personal, Arms, Tobacco, Activities (Table 11). The Architectural group includes 
objects related to the construction or maintenance of buildings and structures, such as brick, 
mortar, window glass, nails, and construction hardware. The Clothing group includes materials 
for clothing manufacture such as pins and needles, scissors, fabric, and thread, as well as 
fasteners and decorations such as snaps, hooks, buttons, and buckles. Material types for these 
sorts of artifacts include bone, shell, various types of metal, and plastic. The Furniture functional 
group consists of materials and objects related to household furnishings.

Table 11. Percent of Phase I and II Artifacts by South Group and Material Class 

Group Class Count Percent 
Architecture Biological 2 0.01 

Ceramic 4 0.02 
Glass 1,423 8.03 
Metal 2,528 14.26 
Stone 1,012 5.71 
Architecture Total: 4,969 28.03 

Clothing Biological 3 0.02 
Ceramic 1 0.006 
Metal 18 0.10 
Clothing Total: 22 0.12 

Furniture Metal 3 0.02 
Furniture Total: 3 0.02 

Kitchen Biological 2,186 12.33 
Ceramic 8,356 47.15 
Glass 1,341 7.56 
Metal 62 0.35 
Plastic 3 0.02 
Kitchen Total: 11,948 67.41 

Miscellaneous: Biological 203 1.15 
Glass 2 0.01 
Metal 44 0.25 
Plastic 66 0.37 
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Group Class Count Percent 
Stone 68 0.38 
Miscellaneous Total: 383 2.16 

Personal Biological 1 0.006 
Metal 4 0.02 
Stone 5 0.03 
Personal Total: 10 0.06 

Arms Metal 4 0.02 
Stone 1 0.006 
Arms Total: 5 0.03 

Tobacco Ceramic 252 1.42 
Tobacco Total: 252 1.42 

Activity Biological 1 0.006 
Ceramic 5 0.03 
Glass 53 0.3 
Metal 71 0.4 
Stone 1 0.006 

 Activity Total: 131 0.74 
GRAND TOTAL:  17,723 100.00 

The Kitchen functional group includes any objects related to the preparation, service, 
consumption, or storage of food, such as ceramic and glass. In addition, materials such as faunal 
remains and shell (oyster, clam, egg, etc.) are represented in this category. Objects classified as 
Personal include those products used for personal hygiene, as well as jewelry, coins, and other 
personal possessions. Items for hygiene could include grooming products such as combs and 
brushes, curlers, toothbrushes, chamber pots, as well as pitchers, basins and other vessels used 
for personal hygiene. Objects related to the use of tobacco such as pipes, cigarette holders, 
ashtrays and associated objects are typically included in the Tobacco category. The Arms group 
includes any objects related to weapons. This includes parts of guns, ammunition, and tools for 
gun or weapon repair and maintenance. The Activities group is comprised of artifacts related to 
non-domestic activities. These may include toys, tools, or products related to recreation, hobbies, 
non-architectural construction, repair, and maintenance. Transportation-related materials, such as 
harness and horseshoes, wagon and carriage parts, and automobile parts, are also included in the 
Activities group. There is also a Miscellaneous category that includes non-cultural stone and 
various metals with unidentified functions. 

There were several notable artifacts recovered from Phase I and II excavations at Site 44PW2040 
that can provide insight into personal identity, the activities of daily life, and connections to 
overarching historical and cultural trends in early Dumfries (Figure 41). Stone and ceramic game 
pieces and a clay marble could indicate that children were present at the site. Several slate 
pencils show literacy of the early occupants, and possibly recordkeeping for the stores along 
Main Street. Artifacts like these are an important view into the lifeways of early Dumfries 
inhabitants.



Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 40.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, TU 5, Feature 2, North Profile.
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Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 41.  Photograph of selected clothing, furniture, personal, arms, and activity group artifacts from Phase I and II excava-
tions at Site 44PW2040; Row 1: A. 2-Hole Bone Button [Lot 228/20]; B. Bone Bodkin [Lot 223/22]; C. Brass Trade 
Ring with Cross [Lot 244/15]; D. Brass Hook and Eye [Lot 157/16]; E. Brooch or Pin with Running Fox [Lot 
288/1]; Row 2: F. Brass Button with Sunburst Pattern [Lot 259/1]; G. Flat Pewter Button [Lot 301/1]; H. Flat Brass 
Button [Lot 289/1]; I. Brass Cuff or Collar Button [Lot 29/16]; J. Hollow Brass Button [Lot 239/1]; Row 3: K. Brass 
Belt End Retainer [Lot 219/1]; L. Brass Buckle Fragment [Lot 28/10], M. Decorated Brass Buckle [Lot 271/2]; N. 
Brass Buckle [Lot 104/3]; O. Brass Lock Parts, mend [Lot 281/2]; Row 4: P. Carved Stone Game Piece [Lot 
281/62]; Q. Flattened Ball Clay Marble or Game Piece [Lot 287/12]; R. Unglazed Clay Marble [Lot 51/8]; S. Slate 
Pencil [Lot 303/59]; T. English Gray Flint [Lot 303/62]; U. Iron Drawer or Door Pull [Lot 245/1]; V. Iron Key 
Fragment [Lot 279/5]. 
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Other notable artifacts included clothing and personal items like the bone bodkin, a blunted 
needle with wide eye hole that was used by women to lace ribbons and corset drawstrings on 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century style clothing (MACL 2012). The brass ring with a cross on 
the bezel was a common seventeenth- and eighteenth-century trade item (Hume 1969:265-266). 
Other clothing adornments included several brass buckles, one possible shoe buckle, brass belt 
end retainer, brass hook and eye, bone and brass buttons, a pewter button, and a brooch with a 
molded design showing a running fox. Shoe buckles were fashionable from the late seventeenth 
century through the end of the eighteenth century (Hume 1969:86). These artifacts show how 
consumers used common trade goods to display economic status and social connections, 
including a Christian religious affiliation. 

There were 4,969 architecture-related artifacts recovered from the Phase I and II excavations at 
Site 44PW2040, comprising 28% of the collection. These mostly consisted of window glass, 
handwrought nails, cut nails, unidentified nails, brick fragments, and slate building material. 
Other architecture-related artifacts types included ceramic drainage pipes and tiles, architectural 
hardware and fasteners, wire nails, and lime, plaster, and sand mortar fragments. 

There were 22 clothing-related artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, comprising 0.1% of the 
collection. These mostly consisted of flat brass buttons and buckles. Other clothing-related 
artifacts types included the bone bodkin, bone and ceramic buttons, pewter and brass flat buttons, 
hollow brass buttons, and other clothing fasteners (Figure 41). 

There were 3 furniture-related artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, comprising 0.02% of the 
collection. Furniture-related artifacts types included brass lock parts and a drawer or door pull 
(Figure 41). 

There were 11,948 kitchen-related artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, comprising 67.4% 
of the collection. These mostly consisted of utilitarian or serving ware ceramic sherds and glass 
bottle or tableware fragments. Ceramic ware types included imported porcelain (Chinese Export, 
British hard-paste, Japanese hard-paste), early imported British earthenwares (Astbury-type, 
Buckley, buff-bodied, Jackfield, tin-glazed, Staffordshire buff-bodied yellowware), early 
imported European and British stonewares (German Westerwald, British Brown, Nottingham, 
white salt-glazed stoneware, red stoneware), imported British refined white earthenwares 
(creamware, pearlware, whiteware, white granite ware), locally produced stonewares (domestic 
gray and brown stoneware), and locally produced earthenwares (yellowware) (Figures 42 and 
43). Glass manufacture types represented in the collection include free-blown bottles, molded 
case bottles, blown-in-mold prescription and food bottles, machine-made bottles, early stemware, 
and pressed-glass tableware (Figure 44). Other kitchen-related artifacts types included faunal and 
floral remains and kitchen storage vessels. 

There were 383 miscellaneous artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, comprising 2.2% of the 
collection. The miscellaneous group is used for artifacts of an unidentified activity type, or 
unknown materials. Most of the miscellaneous group artifacts consisted of unidentified iron 
fragments, other artifact types included coal and charcoal, wood and rubber fragments, plastic 
fragments, and unidentified metal objects. 
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There were 10 personal-related artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, comprising 0.06% of 
the collection. Personal-related artifacts types included a human molar with cavity, a key, a 
brooch, an early brass trade ring, a possible watch part, and slate writing pencils (Figure 41). 

There were 5 arms-related artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, comprising 0.03% of the 
collection. Arm-related artifacts types included rimfire cartridges and one English flint (Figure 
41).

There were 252 tobacco-related artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, comprising 1.4% of the 
collection. These mostly consisted of ball clay pipe bowl fragments and 5/64-inch ball clay pipe 
stem fragments. Other tobacco-related artifacts types included 4/64th-inch and 6/64th-inch ball 
clay pipe stem fragments, decorated pipe stems, red clay pipe fragments, and green-glazed pipe 
fragments (Figure 45).  

There were 131 activity-related artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, comprising 0.7% of the 
collection. These mostly consisted of lamp chimney glass fragments and flat iron. Other activity-
related artifacts types included flower pot fragments, a porcelain figurine fragment, an unglazed 
clay marble, one ceramic and one stone possible gaming pieces, miscellaneous metal objects and 
tools, and horse-related artifacts (Figure 41). 

Tobacco pipes are a group of artifacts directly connected to early trade at the port of Dumfries. 
Pipes were cheap and expendable, and rapidly evolved in style and form (Hume 1969:296). 
Tobacco pipe decorations can reveal aspects of personal identity and social connections. The 
dates of tobacco pipes from around 1620 to 1800 can be dated based on the width of the bore 
hole (Hume 1969:298). Because of its association with the port of Dumfries, higher quantities 
and more diversity in pipe styles and materials may be expected at Site 44PW2040. 

There were 129 prehistoric artifacts recovered from Site 44PW2040, including one quartz middle 
stage biface, one quartz core and one quartz core fragment, one unidentified hornfels point base, 
one unidentified quartz point tip, one quartz Savannah River Broadspear point (4500-3000 B.P.), 
two quartz sidescrapers, one quartz utilized flake, three unidentified prehistoric ceramic body 
sherds (quartz, grit, and sand/grit tempered) (Woodland Period), 73 quartz flakes or flake 
fragments, 1 chert flake, and 43 quartz shatter fragments (Figure 46). Quartz has a concoidal 
fracture pattern, so mass debitage analysis is the best way to represent the type of bifacial 
reduction taking place at the site. Of the 118 debitage fragments, 12 percent had cortex and 88 
percent had no cortex. The distribution of size ranges is shown in Table 12. The prevalence of 
smaller debitage indicates that later stage bifacial reduction was occurring at Site 44PW2040. 

Table 12. Distribution of Debitage by Size from investigations at Site 44PW2040.

Material Size (mm) Count Percent of Collection 
Quartz Debitage 6-10 4 3.3 

 Debitage 11-15 35 29.7 
 Debitage 16-20 29 24.6 
 Debitage 21-25 22 18.6 
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Material Size (mm) Count Percent of Collection 
 Debitage 26-30 10 8.5 
 Debitage 31-35 6 5.1 
 Debitage 36-40 4 3.4 
 Debitage >40 7 5.9 

subtotal:  117 99.2 
Chert Debitage 11-15 1 0.8 

subtotal:  1 0.8 
Total:  118 100.00 

4.6 SITE 44PW2040 INTERPRETATION AND ANALYSIS

4.6.1 STRATIGRAPHY AND RELATIVE DATING
Historic artifacts, their context and their stratigraphic relationships can provide useful dating 
information about the deposits. Several dating methods can be used to determine the occupation 
period associated with Site 44PW2040. The TPQ provides the date after which a given type of 
artifact was first manufactured (Miller et. al 2000). TPQ dates signify the earliest possible date 
that a feature or context could have been sealed based on the earliest production date of any 
artifact recovered from that context.  

Mean ceramic dating (MCD) uses the date ranges for ceramic vessels to approximate an average 
date for a ceramic assemblage. The MCD is a close approximation of the median historic 
occupation date for eighteenth-century sites, but this method is less reliable when used for 
nineteenth-century sites because diagnostic changes in ceramics were not as frequent in the 
nineteenth century as they were in the eighteenth century (South 1977:236-237). MCDs are 
another diagnostic dating tool that can be used to estimate site occupation dates based on the 
peak popularity periods of known ceramic types. The MCD for Site 44PW2040 is 1798.7, based 
on 8,356 ceramic sherds. 

Surface Ap horizons at Site 44PW2040 can contain artifacts from the time of the earliest 
prehistoric occupants up until the present day and therefore represent a palimpsest of materials. 
Any modern artifacts such as plastic fragments become incorporated into the soil profile along 
with historic artifacts through natural soil formation processes. Sealed subsurface deposits are 
therefore vital to the integrity of the site, as they provide separate, datable contexts that can be

relied on for spatial and temporal analysis. Such buried contexts are present at Site 44PW2040 in 
five separate locations across the site landscape, defined as Loci 1 through 5 (Figure 30). These 
divisions are based on a Harris matrix analysis of soils across the site, along with historic 
background research into town lot divisions and historic structures known to be present at the 
site. Historic artifacts from these sealed contexts can be used to generate TPQ dates that indicate 
the approximate dates of ground altering activities that created these deposits and MCD dates 
that indicate the average occupation dates for the site (Table 13). 
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Table 13. Description and Dates of Loci within Site 44PW2040. 

Locus
Number 

Description Features Soil Horizons TPQ 
Date

MCD
Date

1 Possible 
Kitchen/Brundige
store, West Side 

Possible feature deposits 
in ST 16.11 and ST J29 

Ap 1 (yard) 18311 1791.5 
Feature Level 1 N/A  
Ap 2 (1830s yard) 1828 1788.7 
Feature Level 2 1775 1741.9 

2 Possible Calvert 
House, West Side 

Possible foundation and 
postholes (Feature 9 
complex in TU 12), 
Barn area (Feature 10 in 
TU 4) 

Ap 1 (yard/plow 
zone)

18681 1803.6 

Ap 2 (1830s 
yard/plow zone) 

1842 1799.7 

Feature 5 1830 1829.9 
Feature 6 1683 1746.5 
Feature 8 1775 1797.5 
TU 12, Feature 9 
Level 1 

1815 1796.3 

Feature 10 1903 1798.4 
3 Merchant House 

and north of 
Fairfax Street, 
West Side 

Merchant House 
foundation (Feature 1 
complex), possible 
features in ST 25.13, ST 
25.11 

Ap 1 (yard) 19031 1789.8 
Ap 2 (1850s yard) 1850 1790.0 
Feature 3 1805 1786.6 
Feature 4A and 
4B, Merchant 
House Builder’s 
Trench, Surface 

1805 1758.2 

Feature 4B, 
Merchant House 
Builder’s Trench, 
Level 1 

1743 1747.5 

4 Waters House, 
East Side 

None Ap 1 (yard) 1850 1799.5 
Ap 2 (1830s yard/ 
plow zone) 

1829 1797.7 

5 Waters Barn, 
East Side 

None Ap 1 (yard) 19031 1795.1 
Ap 2 (1890s barn 
bank fill) 

1892 1798.5 

n/a East Side None Surface Fill, Ap, 
A, E, and B 
horizons 

1903 1804.4 

n/a West Side Well in TU 1, Posthole 
(Feature 2 in TU 5), 
possible feature in ST 
28.14 

Surface Fill, Ap, 
A, E, and B 
horizons 

19031 1797.7 

Feature 2 1815 1802.9 
TU 1 Well 1962 1849.0 

      
1TPQ dates for surficial levels that exclude plastic fragments or other modern objects. 



Figure 42.  Photograph of selected imported stonewares, porcelain, and early earthenwares from Phase I and II excavations at Site 
44PW2040; Row 1: A. Scratch Blue White Salt-Glazed Stoneware [Lot 242/9]; B. Dot, Diaper, & Basket Pattern White 
Salt-Glazed Stoneware [Lot 54/21]; C. Dot, Diaper, & Basket Pattern White Salt-Glazed Stoneware [Lot 202/2]; D. 
Barley Pattern White Salt-Glazed Stoneware [Lot 172/2]; E. Molded White Salt-Glazed Stoneware [Lot 173/1]; F. 
Underglaze Blue Chinese Export Porcelain [Lot 283/10]; G. Underglaze Blue Chinese Export Porcelain [Lot 157/18]; 
H. Underglaze Blue Chinese Export Porcelain [Lot 124/12]; I. Underglaze Blue Chinese Export Porcelain [Lot 238/12]; 
J. Japanese Hard-Paste Porcelain[Lot 301/38]; Row 2: K. Slipware, Trailed [Lot 183/4]; L. Buff-Bodied Earthenware 
with Brown Glaze [Lot 112/9]; M. Buff-Bodied Earthenware with Whieldon/Clouded Glaze [Lot 115/2]; N. Stafford-
shire Buff-Bodied Yellowware [Lot 147/3]; O. Staffordshire Buff-Bodied Yellowware [Lot 281/34]; P. Buff-Bodied 
Earthenware with Green Glaze [Lot 116/7]; Q. Tin-Glazed Earthenware with Blue Decoration [Lot 278/28]; R. 
Tin-Glazed Earthenware with Blue Decoration [Lot 261/7]; S. Tin-Glazed Earthenware with Polychrome Decoration 
[Lot 5/4]; T. Tin-Glazed Earthenware with Powdered Purple Decoration [Lot 202/11]; Row 3: U. Buckley Coarse Earth-
enware [Lot 261/8]; V. Engine-Turned Astbury-Type Refined Earthenware [Lot 244/78]; W. Engine-Turned 
Astbury-Type Refined Earthenware [Lot 202/16]; X. Agateware Refined Earthenware [Lot 283/30]; Y. Agateware 
Refined Earthenware with White Slip [Lot 282/50]; Z. Engine-Turned Red Stoneware [Lot 244/35]; AA. Engine-Turned 
Red Stoneware [Lot 271/36]; BB. Jackfield Refined Earthenware [Lot 303/31]; Row 4: CC. British Brown Imported 
Stoneware [Lot 240/24]; DD. British Brown Imported Stoneware [Lot 37/11]; EE. Nottingham Imported Stoneware 
[Lot 283/9]; FF. Nottingham Imported Stoneware [Lot 293/2]; GG. Nottingham Imported Stoneware [Lot 290/5]; HH. 
Westerwald Incised Blue Imported Stoneware [Lot 185/5]; II. Westerwald Incised Blue Imported Stoneware [Lot 
240/20]; JJ. Westerwald Incised Blue Imported Stoneware [Lot 279/34].
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Figure 43.  Photograph of selected imported white refined earthenwares from Phase I and II excavations at Site 44PW2040; Row 1: 
A. Clouded/Tortoiseshell Creamware [Lot 284/9]; B. Molded Creamware Teapot Lid [Lot 266/7]; C. Molded Creamware 
[Lot 238/30]; D. Molded Creamware, Scallop Shell [Lot 238/30]; E. Feather Edge Creamware [Lot 282/15]; Row 2: F. 
Hand-Painted Overglaze Enamel Creamware [Lot 271/12]; G. Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted Creamware [Lot 55/17]; 
H. Engine-Turned Creamware [Lot 52/10]; I. Shell Edge Creamware [Lot 283/22]; J. Underglaze Polychrome 
Hand-Painted Creamware [Lot 281/61]; K. Underglaze Polychrome Hand-Painted Creamware [Lot 289/14]; L. Red 
Transfer Printed Creamware [Lot 283/46]; Row 3: M. Engine-Turned Pearlware [Lot 279/20]; N. Engine-Turned Pearl-
ware [Lot 191/9]; O. Engine-Turned Pearlware [Lot 58/27]; P. Annular Dot Pearlware [Lot 271/24]; Q. Annular Marbled 
Pearlware [Lot 224/9]; R. Hand-Painted and Molded Pearlware [Lot 301/29]; S. Molded Pearlware [Lot 271/17]; T. 
Annular Banded Pearlware [Lot 128/14]; U. Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware [Lot 125/11]; V. Black Transfer Printed 
Pearlware [Lot 303/16]; Row 4: W. Annular Mocha-Dendritic Pearlware [Lot 214/3]; X. Underglaze Polychrome 
High-Temp Colors Hand-Painted Pearlware [Lot 282/27]; Y. Underglaze High-Temp Colors Hand-Painted Pearlware 
[Lot 282/27]; Z. Underglaze High-Temp Colors Hand-Painted Pearlware [Lot 247/3]; AA. Willow Pattern Transfer Print-
ed Pearlware [Lot 288/18]; BB. Shell Edge (Even Scallop, Curved Lines) Pearlware [Lot 273/5]; CC. Shell Edge (Even 
Scallop, Straight Lines) Pearlware [Lot 288/25]; DD. Brown Transfer Printed Pearlware [Lot 106/2]; EE. Underglaze 
High-Temp Colors with Blue Hand-Painted Pearlware [Lot 120/1]; Row 5: FF. Wheat Pattern Pearlware [Lot 271/14]; 
GG. Sponged Pearlware [Lot 271/30]; HH. Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted (Broad Brush Floral) Pearlware [Lot 279/12]; 
II. Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted (Broad Brush Floral) Pearlware [Lot 271/20]; JJ. Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted 
Pearlware [Lot 82/9]; KK. Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted Pearlware [Lot 289/16]; Row 6: LL. Shell Edge (Even 
Scallop, Curved Lines) Whiteware [Lot 259/5]; MM. Blue Transfer Printed Whiteware [Lot 13/16]; NN. Black Transfer 
Printed Whiteware [Lot 282/26]; OO. Willow Pattern Transfer Printed Whiteware [Lot 223/28]; PP.  Green Transfer 
Printed Whiteware [Lot 2/15]; QQ. Underglaze Hand-Painted Purple Transfer Printed Whiteware [Lot 281/19]; RR. Red 
Transfer Printed Whiteware [Lot 136/10]; SS. Mulberry Transfer Printed Whiteware [Lot 135/4].
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Figure 44.  Photograph of selected glass bottles and tableware from Phase I and II excavations at Site 44PW2040; Row 1: A. 
Opaque Air Twist Stem [Lot 220/23]; B. Opaque Air Twist Stem [Lot 187/14]; C. Stemware Stem Fragment [Lot 
302/58]; D. Stemware Base Fragment [Lot 244/60]; E. Etched Glass Tableware Fragment [Lot 288/50]; F. Ribbed 
Pressed-Glass Tableware Fragment [Lot 249/10]; G. Fluted Pressed-Glass Tableware Fragment [Lot 301/55]; Row 2: 
H. Prescription Finish Blown-In-Mold Aqua Bottle Fragments, mend [Lot 238/49]; I. Straight Finish Blown-In-Mold 
Aqua Bottle Neck and Shoulder Fragment [Lot 261/11]; J. Flat Finish Blown-In-Mold Aqua Bottle Fragment [Lot 
152/23]; K. Flat Finish Blown-In-Mold Aqua Bottle Fragment [Lot 284/27]; L. Embossed Aqua Bottle Fragment with 
"…NDRIA, VA" [Lot 224/21]; M. Embossed Aqua Bottle Fragment with “"…LLAR…" [Lot 224/21]; Row 3: N. Olive 
Green Case Bottle Fragment [Lot 125/22]; O. Olive Green Case Bottle Fragment [Lot 128/22]; P. Hand-Tooled Oil 
Finish Olive Green Bottle Fragment [Lot 228/15]; Q. Applied String Rim Finish Olive Green Bottle Fragment [Lot 
246/46]; R. Applied String Rim Finish Olive Green Bottle Fragment [Lot 241/11]; S. Applied String Rim Finish Olive 
Green Bottle Fragment [Lot 64/16]; T. Applied String Rim Finish Olive Green Bottle Fragment [Lot 243/6]; Row 4: U. 
Olive Green Free-Blown Bottle Base Fragment [Lot 293/5]; V. Olive Green Free-Blown Bottle Base Fragment [Lot 
185/13]; W. Olive Green Free-Blown Bottle Base Fragment [Lot 261/12]; X. Olive Green Free-Blown Bottle Neck 
Fragment [Lot 120/2].
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Figure 45.  Photograph of selected tobacco group artifacts from Phase I and II excavations at Site 44PW2040; Row 1: A. Decorated 
Ball Clay Pipe Bowl/Stem Fragment [Lot 131/8]; B. Decorated Ball Clay Pipe Bowl/Stem Fragment [Lot 28/9]; C. 
Decorated Ball Clay Pipe Bowl Fragment [Lot 288/41]; D. Decorated Ball Clay Pipe Bowl Fragment [Lot 94/6]; E. 
Decorated Ball Clay Pipe Bowl Fragment with “T.D.” [Lot 278/19]; F. Decorated Ball Clay Pipe Bowl Fragment [Lot 
6/23]; Column 1: G. Red Clay 6/64th-inch Pipe Stem Fragment [Lot 112/50]; H. Ball Clay 6/64th-inch Pipe Stem 
Fragment [Lot 301/50]; I. Ball Clay 6/64th-inch Pipe Stem Fragment with Green Glaze [Lot 289/34]; J. Ball Clay 
5/64th-inch Pipe Stem Fragment with Green Glaze [Lot 303/47]; Column 2: K. Ball Clay 5/64th-inch Pipe Stem 
Fragment with “…AND LIVERPOOL” [Lot 246/43]; L. Ball Clay 5/64th-inch Pipe Stem Fragment with “W MOR…” 
[Lot 246/43]; M. Ball Clay 5/64th-inch Pipe Stem Fragment with “T DO…” [Lot 301/49]; N. Ball Clay 4/64th-inch Pipe 
Stem Fragment [Lot 238/46].
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Figure 46.  Photograph of selected prehistoric artifacts from Phase I and II excavations at Site 44PW2040; Row 1: A.  Unidentified 
Grit Tempered Prehistoric Ceramic Body Sherd [Lot 97/23]; B. Unidentified Quartz Tempered Prehistoric Ceramic 
Body Sherd [Lot 64/29]; C. Unidentified Sand/Grit Tempered Prehistoric Ceramic Body Sherd [Lot 174/7]; D. Savan-
nah River Broadspear Quartz Projectile Point [Lot 299/1]; Row 2: E. Quartz Middle Stage Biface [Lot 195/17]; F. 
Quartz Point Tip [Lot 279/81]; G. Hornfels Point Base [Lot 283/38]; H. Quartz Sidescraper [Lot 126/12]; I. Quartz 
Sidescraper [Lot 60/12].
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4.6.2 LOCUS 1: POSSIBLE KITCHEN FEATURE
Locus 1 is an approximately 1,950 square foot (sq ft) area defined by the excavation of five STs 
and two exploratory STs. Locus 1 consists of the possible kitchen refuse deposit located near the 
extant shop and parking lot on the west side of Graham Street at its intersection with Main Street 
(Figure 30). This locus is possibly related to the occupants identified in subdivided Lot 1 near the 
corner of Main and Graham Streets, including Timothy Brundige’s store in Parcel D, adjacent to 
the locus (Figure 9). This area of interest was first identified in Phase II ST 16.11, which 
contained a thick deposit of brick and rubble, and was further defined in exploratory square ST 
J29, which contained a buried ash lens over a possible kitchen refuse deposit with large mammal 
bones, a mandible, and brick and slate fragments. TU 6 was excavated immediately to the west 
of ST 16.11, but showed only a single Ap horizon over subsoil. No other features were identified 
within Locus 1. 

The landscape around Locus 1 has been altered by the construction of an early twentieth-century 
shop and installation of a parking lot to the east, and the installation of roadside utilities to the 
south. To the west is a modern yard surface with no buried soils present. The elevation of the 
shop relative to the rest of the landscape suggests that this area was graded prior to construction, 
but the rear parking lot may rest on the original ground surface. Additionally, surficial fill 
deposits in nearby Locus 2 suggest that the parking lot gravel and asphalt may have been laid 
directly over the original ground surface, and buried Ap horizons containing historic artifacts 
similar to those identified in Locus 1 and 2 may still exist underneath. 

Soils in Locus 1 consisted of an approximately 0.6-ft thick Ap 1 horizon of 10YR 3/3 dark 
brown sandy loam over an approximately 0.55-ft thick Ap 2 horizon of 10YR 4/3 brown sandy 
loam. The surficial Ap 1 horizon is interpreted as a modern yard surface, the buried Ap 2 horizon 
is interpreted as an 1830s yard surface. Exploratory ST J29 was excavated to test the extent of 
the possible kitchen feature deposits identified in ST 16.11. The deposits in STs J29 and 16.11 
contained four strata, two of which (Ap 1 and Ap 3) were equivalent to the modern yard surface 
and buried 1830s yard surface. STs J29 and 16.11 contained an Ap 1 horizon of 10YR 3/2 very 
dark brown sandy loam over an approximately 0.15-ft thick Ap 2 horizon (possible feature level 
1) of 10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy clay loam, over an approximately 0.55-ft thick Ap 3 
horizon (1830s yard surface) of 10YR 3/1 very dark grayish brown sandy loam with charcoal at 
base, over an approximately 0.5-ft thick Ap 4 horizon (possible feature level 2) of 10YR 5/2 
grayish brown sandy loam with ash lens at surface (Figure 47). The Ap 4 horizon (possible 
feature level 2) contained large mammal bone fragments, bricks, and slate chunks. 

The surface Ap 1 horizon in Locus 1 contained 174 historic artifacts, with manufacture dates 
ranging from the early eighteenth century through the twentieth century. Excluding modern 
materials, the surficial Ap horizon in Locus 1 has a TPQ date of 1831 (nonelectrical wire) (Table 
14). The buried Ap 2 horizon at Locus 1 contained 255 historic artifacts, with manufacture dates 
ranging from the early eighteenth century through the early nineteenth century, with a TPQ date 
of 1828 (green transfer printed whiteware) (Table 15). An additional 191 historic artifacts were 
recovered from the intact buried feature level 2 (Ap 4) in ST 16.11 and ST J29, with manufacture 
dates ranging from the early eighteenth century through the late eighteenth century, the TPQ for 
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this horizon is 1775 (plain creamware) (Table 16). The 35 historic artifacts from the Ap horizons 
in Phase I ST 1.6 were combined during excavation, so these are excluded from analysis. 
Prehistoric artifacts from this locus included one quartz core fragment from the surface Ap 
horizon in ST 15.11 and on quartz shatter from the surface Ap horizon in ST 17.11. 

Table 14. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 1, Ap 1. 

Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
1 Plain Chinese Export Porcelain 
Sherd (1690-1910) 

1 Opaque Air-Twist 
Wine Glass Stem (1755-
1775) 

1 Nonelectrical 
Wire Fragment 
(1831-2000) 

2 Plastic 
Fragments 
(1915-2000) 

1 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware 
Sherd (1640-1800) 

 10 Handwrought 
Nails (end 1820) 

1 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed 
Earthenware Sherd (1700-1800) 

 10 Cut Common 
Nails (1805-2000) 

3 Buckley Sherds (1720-1775)    
2 Agateware Sherds (1740-1775)    
1 Plain Westerwald Imported 
Stoneware Sherd (1700-1775) 

   

1 Westerwald Incised Blue 
Imported Stoneware Sherd (1700-
1775) 

   

6 Plain White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherds (1720-1805) 

   

35 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-
1820) 

   

1 Engine-Turned Creamware 
Sherd (1770-1820) 

   

11 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-
1830) 

   

2 Molded Pearlware Sherds (1780-
1830) 

   

2 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherds 
(1780-1830) 

   

2 Underglaze Blue Painted 
Pearlware Sherds (1815-1830) 

   

2 Underglaze Polychrome High-
Temp Colors Painted Pearlware 
Sherds (1795-1820) 

   

2 Shell Edge, Even Scallop, 
Curved Lines Whiteware Sherds 
(1825-1834) 

   

1 Pipe Stem, 4/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1750-1800) 

   

4 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1710-1750) 

   

78 total 1 total 21 total 2 total 
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Table 15. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 1, Ap 2. 

Ceramic Metal
1 Staffordshire Yellowware Sherd (1670-1795) 7 Handwrought Nails (end 1820) 
3 Buckley Sherds (1720-1775) 
1 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherd (1700-
1800) 
2 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware Sherds (1720-1805) 
63 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820) 
1 Hand-Painted Overglaze Creamware (1765-1815) 
15 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-1830) 
1 Annular Pearlware Sherd (1780-1930) 
1 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherd (1780-1830) 
2 Underglaze Blue Painted Pearlware Sherds (1815-1830) 
1 Underglaze Polychrome High-Temp Colors Painted 
Pearlware Sherd (1795-1820) 
1 Underglaze Polychrome High-Temp Colors w/Blue Painted 
Pearlware Sherd (1815-1830) 
1 Green Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd (1828-1915) 
1 Plain Yellowware Sherd (1830-1930) 
1 Pipe Stem, 4/64th inch Ball Clay (1750-1800) 
95 total 7 total 

Table 16. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 1, possible 
Feature Deposit. 

Ceramic Glass Metal
1 Overglaze Painted Chinese Export Porcelain 
Sherd (1690-1910) 

12 Olive Green Free-Blown 
Fragments (18th-19th century) 

1 Handwrought 
Nail (end 1820) 

4 Buckley Sherds (1720-1775) 
4 Westerwald Incised Blue Imported 
Stoneware Sherds (1700-1775) 
12 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware Sherds 
(1720-1805) 
12 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherds 
(1640-1800) 
2 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed Earthenware 
Sherds (1700-1800) 
1 Plain Creamware Sherd (1775-1820) 
1 Molded Creamware Sherd (1762-1820) 
1 Domestic Brown Stoneware, Plain Salt Glaze 
Sherds (1705-1930) 
1 Pipe Stem, 4/64th inch Ball Clay (1750-1800) 
2 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay (1710-
1750) 
41 total 12 total 1 total 
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In summary, Site 44PW2040 Phase II investigations in Locus 1 identified intact complex 
stratigraphy containing features. Locus 1 is possibly associated with Lot 1 tenant occupations 
dating to the late eighteenth through nineteenth centuries. The existence of extensive historical 
records and correspondence relating to prominent Dumfries merchant Timothy Brundige 
enhance the potential research questions that could be addressed from archaeological deposits 
associated with his store, or other buildings from his occupation. Phase II excavations of Locus 1 
show that this portion of the site maintains both vertical and horizontal stratigraphic integrity. 
The buried Ap 2 horizon is interpreted as an 1830s yard surface. Subsurface feature deposits are 
also present within Locus 1. Temporal analysis suggests that these deposits are stratified, datable 
deposits that contain historic artifacts, architectural debris, and possible kitchen refuse deposits. 
Locus 1 has the potential to contribute important information to the site as a whole. Locus 1 is 
located within the APE and is recommended for further work. 

4.6.3 LOCUS 2: POSSIBLE CALVERT HOUSE
Locus 2 is an approximately 8,400 sq ft area defined by the excavation of 18 STs and three TUs. 
Locus 2 consists of the buried Ap horizon containing historic artifacts that was identified in the 
center and to the south of the depression and berm area to the west of Graham Street (Figure 30). 
This locus is possibly related to the Calvert House noted on the 1930s HABS plan map (Figure 
10). A large, low circular berm and slight depression surrounds the area of interest. This locus 
was originally identified during the Phase I based on the presence of two thick Ap horizons with 
rich historic deposits and copious amounts of historic building materials that extended across 
much of the depression area within the berm. STs on and near the berm contained higher 
amounts of building materials, including bricks and brick fragments, sand and plaster mortar, and 
building materials comprised of local slate and sandstone. Surface disturbance was noted in ST 
20.9, ST 20.12, ST 24.11, and TU 12. A possible feature deposit was identified below the Ap 1 
and Ap 2 horizons in TU 12. These Ap horizons may have been plowed or otherwise altered 
during the historic occupations. In STs (ST 3.6, ST 19.11, ST J7, and ST J8), a truncated Ap 3 
horizon was located under Ap 1 and Ap 2 horizons and above subsoil, possible representing the 
original ground surface prior to nineteenth century alterations. 

The landscape around Locus 2 has been altered by the construction of an early twentieth-century 
shop and installation of a parking lot to the southeast, the construction of the modern house and 
related utilities to the west, and the installation of utilities and modern road and driveway 
construction to the north and east. Possible plow scars in TU 5, TU 9 and TU 8 show that 
plowing or other ground altering disturbance affected the landscape to the north, east, and west 
of Locus 2. 

Soils across most of Locus 2 consisted of an approximately 1.0-ft thick Ap 1 horizon of 10YR 
3/2 very dark brown sandy loam over an approximately 0.8-ft thick Ap 2 horizon of 10YR 4/2 
dark grayish brown sandy loam. The surficial Ap 1 horizon was interpreted as a modern yard 
surface and the buried Ap 2 horizon was interpreted as an 1830s yard surface. The Ap 1 horizon 
is the thickest in STs along transect 20 and in ST J8, and tapers to its thinnest at transect 22. The 
Ap 2 horizon is at its thickest in STs 18.11, 19.11, 20.11, and 21.11, and TUs 10 and 14 (Figure 
48). The Ap 1 and 2 horizons in Locus 2 had the appearance of plow zones based on their 



Figure 47.  Site 44PW2040, Locus 1, East Wall Profile of ST J29.
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  slate, oyster shell, and large animal bone fragments; historic artifacts; abrupt transition
  (Ap4 horizon)

 5 10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy clay loam; no artifacts (B horizon)
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Figure 48.  Site 44PW2040, Locus 2, South Wall Profile of TUs 10 and 14, showing arbitrary levels within strata in
 TU 14.

1

1 10YR 3/2 very dark grayish brown sandy loam; historic artifacts; abrupt transition (Apz1 horizon)

2 10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam; historic artifacts; abrupt transition (Apz2 horizon)

3 10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy clay loam; no artifacts (B horizon)

1 10YR 3/2 very dark grayish brown sandy loam; historic artifacts; abrupt transition (Apz1 horizon)

2 10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam; historic artifacts; abrupt transition (Apz2 horizon)

3 10YR 5/4 yellowish brown sandy clay loam; no artifacts (B horizon)

2

3

1

2

3

0 25cm

0 1ft

Ex
ca

va
ted

 by
 10

 cm
 (0

.35
 ft)

 ar
bit

ra
ry 

lev
els

 w
ith

in 
str

ata

Site 44PW2040
Locus 2
TU 10

South Wall Profile

Site 44PW2040
Locus 2
TU 14

South Wall Profile



4.0 RESULTS

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

132



4.0 RESULTS

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

133

thickness and abrupt transitions, and some of the proveniences around this Locus had plow scars 
at their base. 

TU 14 was excavated in arbitrary levels to gain a better control over stratigraphy and so that 
horizons would not be mixed. Arbitrary levels were used to more carefully discern the transition, 
and also to see if the thick Ap 1 and Ap 2 horizons had any internal temporal patterning. TU 14 
Stratum 1, Arbitrary Level 1 had a TPQ date of 1850 (wire nail), Stratum 1, Arbitrary Level 2 
had a TPQ date of 1868 (imported Japanese hard-paste porcelain), Stratum 1, Arbitrary Level 3 
had a TPQ date of 1831 (nonelectrical wire), Stratum 2, Arbitrary Level 1 had a TPQ date of 
1830 (sponged pearlware), Stratum 2, Arbitrary Level 2 had a TPQ date of 1815 (underglaze 
blue painted pearlware), and Stratum 2, Arbitrary Level 3 had a TPQ date of 1815 (underglaze 
blue painted pearlware), so stratigraphic integrity exists within the Ap 1 and Ap 2 horizons, 
despite their being possible plow zones. 

The surface Ap 1 horizon in Locus 2 contained 3,380 historic artifacts, with manufacture dates 
ranging from the mid-seventeenth century through the twentieth century (Table 17). Excluding 
modern materials, the surficial Ap horizon in Locus 2 has a TPQ date of 1903 (machine-made 
bottle glass). The buried Ap 2 horizon in Locus 2 contained 2,066 historic artifacts, with 
manufacture dates ranging from the mid-seventeenth century through the early nineteenth 
century, with a TPQ date of 1842 (molded white granite ware) (Table 18). An additional 108 
historic artifacts were recovered from the buried Ap 3 horizon in ST 19.11 and the possible 
feature deposit in TU 12, with manufacture dates ranging from the late seventeenth century 
through the early nineteenth century, the TPQ for both deposits is 1815 (underglaze blue painted 
pearlware) (Table 19). The 106 historic artifacts from both Ap 1 and Ap 2 horizons in Phase I ST 
3.6 were combined during excavation, so these are excluded from analysis. Also, 1,186 historic 
artifacts from the Ap 1 and upper part of the Ap 2 horizon in Phase II TU 10 were combined 
during excavation, so only those artifacts that were known to be recovered from the lower Ap 2 
horizon were included in analysis. Twenty-six prehistoric artifacts from this locus included 12 
quartz flakes, one chert flake, 10 quartz shatter fragments, one quartz utilized flake, one quartz 
sidescraper, and one hornfels projectile point base fragment. 

Table 17. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 2, Ap 1. 

Ceramic Glass Metal 
5 Underglaze Blue Painted Chinese Export 
Porcelain Sherds (1690-1800) 

1 Ribbed Pressed-Glass 
Tableware Fragment 
(1840-1870) 

70 Handwrought Nails 
(end 1820) 

3 Plain Chinese Export Porcelain Sherds 
(1690-1910) 

1 Fluted Pressed-Glass 
Tableware Fragment 
(1840-1870) 

296 Cut Nails (1805-2000) 

3 Japanese Blue Painted Hard-Paste 
Porcelain Sherds (1868-2000) 

1 Stemware Stem 
Fragment (1780-1880) 

3 Wire Nails (1850-2000) 

4 British Brown Imported Stoneware Sherds 
(1690-1775) 

 2 Nonelectrical Wire 
(1831-2000) 

2 Nottingham Imported Stoneware Sherds 
(1683-1810) 

 1 Possible Watch Gear 
Fragment 
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Ceramic Glass Metal 
1 Westerwald Incised Blue Imported 
Stoneware Sherd (1700-1775) 

 1 Brooch with Running 
Fox Design 

1 Westerwald Salt Glazed Imported 
Stoneware Sherd (1683-1810) 
6 Domestic Brown Stoneware, Plain Salt 
Glaze Sherds (1705-1930) 
8 Domestic Gray Stoneware, Plain Salt Glaze 
Sherds (1705-1930) 
11 Molded White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherds (1740-1765) 
1 Scratch Blue White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherd (1744-1775) 
17 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherds (1720-1805) 
1 Dot, Diaper & Basket Pattern White Salt-
Glazed Stoneware Sherd (1750-1790) 
1 Glazed Red Stoneware Sherd (1790-1830)   
16 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherds 
(1640-1800) 
6 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed Earthenware 
Sherds (1700-1800) 
2 Powdered Purple Tin-Glazed Earthenware 
Sherds (1628-1673) 
16 Agateware Sherds (1740-1775)   
3 Jackfield Sherds (1740-1800)   
3 Plain Astbury-type Earthenware Sherds 
(1720-1750) 
4 Engine-Turned Astbury-type Earthenware 
Sherds (1720-1750) 
1 Trailed Slip Slipware Sherd (1670-1795)   
7 Buckley Sherds (1720-1775)   
4 Staffordshire Yellowware Sherds (1670-
1795) 
775 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)   
1 Annular Creamware Sherd (1780-1815)   
3 Hand-Painted Overglaze Creamware 
Sherds (1765-1815) 
3 Clouded Tortoiseshell Creamware Sherds 
(1750-1770) 
7 Molded Creamware Sherds (1762-1820)   
1 Hand-Painted Underglaze Creamware 
Sherd (1775-1820) 
11 Shell Edge Creamware (1774-1800)   
462 Plain Pearlware (1779-1830)   
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Ceramic Glass Metal 
20 Underglaze Polychrome High-Temp 
Colors Painted Pearlware Sherds (1795-
1820) 
3 Mocha-Dendritic Pearlware Sherds (1790-
1850) 
19 Willow Pattern Transfer Printed 
Pearlware Sherds (1795-1830) 
66 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherds 
(1783-1830) 
18 Annular Pearlware Sherds (1780-1930)   
4 Engine Turned Pearlware Sherds (1770-
1830) 
3 Sponged Pearlware Sherds (1830-1840)   
9 Molded Pearlware Sherds (1780-1830)   
56 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherds (1780-1830)   
1 Gilded Pearlware Sherd (1779-1812)   
4 Marbled Pearlware Sherds (1775-1810)   
58 Underglaze Blue Painted Pearlware 
Sherds (1815-1830) 
3 Wheat Pattern Pearlware Sherds (1820-
1830) 
1 Green Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherd 
(1830-1840) 
48 Plain Whiteware Sherds (1810-2000)   
14 Blue Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherds 
(1815-1915) 
1 Flow Blue Whiteware Sherd (1845-1910)   
1 Blue Hand-Painted Whiteware Sherd 
(1810-1930) 
4 Black Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd 
(1820-1915) 
3 Mulberry Transfer Printed Whiteware 
Sherd (1829-1915) 
5 Red Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd 
(1828-1915) 
1 Green Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd 
(1828-1915) 
1 Purple Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd 
(1828-1915) 
2 Willow Pattern Transfer Printed Whiteware 
Sherd (1820-2000) 
2 Canary Ware Buff-Bodied Earthenware 
Sherds (1785-1835) 
15 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay (1710-
1750) 
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Ceramic Glass Metal 
1 Decorated Pipe Stem, 5/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1710-1750) 
2 Pipe Stem, 6/64th inch Ball Clay (1680-
1710)
1,754 total 3 total 373 total 

Table 18. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 2, Ap 2. 

Ceramic Glass Metal 
2 Overglaze Painted Chinese Export 
Porcelain Sherds (1790-1825) 

3 Olive Green Free-
Blown Bottle Fragments 
(18th-19th century) 

25 Handwrought Nails 
(end 1820) 

6 Underglaze Blue Painted Chinese Export 
Porcelain Sherds (1690-1800) 

1 Stemware Stem 
Fragment (1780-1880) 

140 Cut Nails (1805-2000) 

1 Plain Chinese Export Porcelain Sherd 
(1690-1910) 

 1 Nonelectrical Wire 
(1831-2000) 

3 British Brown Imported Stoneware Sherds 
(1690-1775) 
2 Nottingham Imported Stoneware Sherds 
(1683-1810) 
5 Westerwald Incised Blue Imported 
Stoneware Sherds (1700-1775) 
2 Westerwald Salt Glazed Imported 
Stoneware Sherds (1683-1810) 
4 Domestic Brown Stoneware, Plain Salt 
Glaze Sherds (1705-1930) 
6 Domestic Gray Stoneware, Plain Salt Glaze 
Sherds (1705-1930) 
2 Molded White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherds (1740-1765) 
21 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherds (1720-1805) 
1 Dot, Diaper & Basket Pattern White Salt-
Glazed Stoneware Sherd (1750-1790) 
1 Barley Pattern White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherd (1750-1790) 
1 Glazed Red Stoneware Sherd (1790-1830)   
1 Engine-Turned Glazed Red Stoneware 
Sherd (1763-1775) 
9 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherds 
(1640-1800) 
5 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed Earthenware 
Sherds (1700-1800) 
11 Agateware Sherds (1740-1775) 
3 Jackfield Sherds (1740-1800) 
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Ceramic Glass Metal 
1 Plain Astbury-type Earthenware Sherd 
(1720-1750) 
6 Engine-Turned Astbury-type Earthenware 
Sherds (1720-1750) 
2 Trailed Slip Slipware Sherds (1670-1795) 
1 Buckley Sherd (1720-1775) 
1 Staffordshire Yellowware Sherd (1670-
1795) 
462 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820) 
4 Annular Creamware Sherd (1780-1815) 
1 Hand-Painted Overglaze Creamware 
Sherds (1765-1815) 
1 Transfer Printed Creamware Sherd (1784-
1795) 
3 Engine-Turned Creamware Sherds (1770-
1820) 
1 Clouded Tortoiseshell Creamware Sherd 
(1750-1770) 
1 Molded Creamware Sherd (1762-1820) 
1 Hand-Painted Underglaze Creamware 
Sherd (1775-1820) 
2 Shell Edge Creamware (1774-1800) 
190 Plain Pearlware (1779-1830) 
9 Underglaze Polychrome High-Temp 
Colors Painted Pearlware Sherds (1795-
1820) 
3 Mocha-Dendritic Pearlware Sherds (1790-
1850) 
12 Willow Pattern Transfer Printed 
Pearlware Sherds (1795-1830) 
20 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherds 
(1783-1830) 
4 Annular Pearlware Sherds (1780-1930) 
1 Underglaze Blue Floral Pattern Pearlware 
Sherd (1815-1830) 
2 Engine Turned Pearlware Sherds (1770-
1830) 
3 Sponged Pearlware Sherds (1830-1840) 
3 Molded Pearlware Sherds (1780-1830) 
1 Black Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherd 
(1790-1830) 
25 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherds (1780-1830) 
52 Underglaze Blue Painted Pearlware 
Sherds (1815-1830) 
1 Wheat Pattern Pearlware Sherd (1820-
1830) 
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Ceramic Glass Metal 
1 Green Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherd 
(1830-1840) 
9 Plain Whiteware Sherds (1810-2000) 
5 Edge Decorated Whiteware Sherds (1810-
1900) 
2 Blue Hand-Painted Whiteware Sherd 
(1810-1930) 
1 Polychrome Hand-Painted Whiteware 
Sherd (1830-1875) 
2 Black Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherds 
(1820-1915) 
1 Mulberry Transfer Printed Whiteware 
Sherd (1829-1915) 
1 Willow Pattern Transfer Printed Whiteware 
Sherd (1820-2000) 
1 Molded White Granite Ware Sherd (1842-
1995) 
1 Rockingham/Bennington Glazed 
Yellowware Sherd (1830-1930) 
1 Pipe Stem, 4/64th inch Ball Clay (1750-
1800) 
19 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay (1710-
1750) 
1 Glazed Pipe Stem, 5/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1710-1750) 
1 Glazed Pipe Stem, 6/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1680-1710)
945 total 4 total 166 total 

Table 19. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 2, Ap 3 and 
Feature 9 Complex. 

Provenience Ceramic Glass Metal 
TU 12 Stratum 5 
(Ap 3 horizon) 

4 Nottingham Imported Stoneware 
Sherds (1683-1810) 

 6 Handwrought 
Nails (end 1820) 

1 Buckley Sherd (1720-1775)  3 Cut Nails (1805-
2000) 

2 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherds (1720-1805) 
11 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)   
8 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-1830)   
2 Underglaze Polychrome High-Temp 
Colors Painted Pearlware Sherds (1795-
1820) 
6 Underglaze Blue Painted Pearlware 
Sherds (1815-1830) 
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Provenience Ceramic Glass Metal 
ST 19.11 (Ap 3 
horizon) 

1 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherd 
(1783-1830) 

 1 Cut Nail (1805-
2000) 

5 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-1830)   
3 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)   
1 Annular Creamware Sherd (1780-
1815) 

Feature 5 2 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)  1 Handwrought 
Nail (end 1820) 

1 Plain Pearlware Sherd (1779-1830)   
1 Underglaze Painted Chrome Colors 
Pearlware Sherds (1830-1860) 
1 Plain Whiteware Sherd (1810-2000)   
1 5/64th-inch Ball Clay Pipe Stem 
Fragment (1710-1750) 

Feature 6 1 Nottingham Imported Stoneware Sherd 
(1683-1810) 

2 Olive Green 
Free-Blown Bottle 
Fragments (18th-
19th century) 

Feature 8 2 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)   
 53 total 2 total 11 total 

Several features were identified in Locus 2, including Feature 9 Complex and Feature 10. The 
Feature 9 complex was located in TU 12, and consisted of two small, round postholes (Feature 5 
and 6), one large, square posthole (Feature 8), and on large, square sandstone block (Feature 9), 
surrounded by disarticulated building materials (Figure 49). This feature could be related to the 
Calvert House or other eighteenth-century structures that may have once been located on this 
portion of the site.

TU 12 soils above the Feature 9 complex were unique to this area within Locus 2, and consisted 
of an approximately 0.25-ft thick surficial fill horizon of 10YR 3/2 very dark grayish brown 
sandy loam with 30% bluestone gravel and modern materials over an approximately 0.2-ft thick 
second surficial fill horizon of 10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam mottled with 10YR 4/4 
dark yellowish brown sandy clay loam with 5% bluestone gravel and modern materials over an 
approximately 0.85-ft thick Ap 1 horizon of 10YR 3/3 dark brown sandy loam, over an 
approximately 1.2-ft thick Ap 2 horizon of 10YR 3/2 very dark grayish brown sandy loam over 
an approximately 0.7-ft thick Ap 3 horizon of 10YR 5/6 yellowish brown sandy clay loam 
mottled with 10YR 4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam over B horizon of 10YR 6/6 brownish 
yellow sandy clay loam (Figure 50). Since TU 12 was located next to the shop’s parking lot, the 
two surficial fill deposits are probably related to the installation of the parking lot. The buried Ap 
1 horizon is equivalent to the modern yard surface, and the buried Ap 2 horizon to the 1830s 
yard surface. The Ap 2 horizon (Stratum 4) contained a dense concentration of brick fragments, 
and at its base Feature 5 was identified surrounded by disarticulated building materials (Figure 
51). Feature 5 was a round posthole approximately 0.7-ft in diameter and had a depth of 
approximately 0.25 ft (Figure 49). There were 21 artifacts recovered from Feature 5, with a TPQ 
date of 1830 (underglaze painted chrome colors pearlware) (Table 19). A large sandstone block 
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(Feature 9) was located at the interface between Strata 4 and 5 and could be part of a buried 
stone foundation.

The Ap 3 horizon in TU 12 may be a feature deposit related to the foundation (Feature 9), such 
as a builder’s trench or demolition layer. Excavation of the Ap 3 horizon (Stratum 5) was limited 
to the east half of TU 12 due to the presence of impenetrable deposits of building materials in the 
western half of the TU. At the base of the Ap 3 horizon, Features 6 and 8 were identified (Figure 
52). Feature 6 was a round posthole approximately 0.6 ft in diameter, and had a depth of 
approximately 0.2 ft, with a large chunk of plaster mortar at the base (Figure 49). There were 9 
artifacts recovered from Feature 6, with a TPQ date of 1683 (Nottingham imported stoneware) 
(Table 19). Feature 8 was a large, square posthole approximately 0.8 ft-by-0.8 ft, with a depth of 
approximately 0.7 ft (Figure 49 and 50). There were only two artifacts recovered from Feature 8, 
with a TPQ date of 1775 (plain creamware) (Table 19). 

Additional proveniences within Locus 2 including ST 21.13, ST 22.13, exploratory square STs 
J20, J22, J24, and J30, and TU 4 were excavated to delineate Feature 10, a possible foundation 
feature that was first identified in ST 21.13. Feature 10 was located in TU 4, ST J22, ST J24, and 
ST J31 at the base of the surficial Ap 1 horizon, at an approximate depth of 0.7 ft below surface 
and consisted of a single course of mixed slate building materials, bricks, sandstone blocks, and 
sand mortar (Figure 53). These mixed materials were semi-articulated and surrounded by 
disarticulated brick.  Feature 10 was interpreted as a possible garden walkway or outbuilding 
feature. This feature was located on the berm encircling Locus 2 (Figure 54). 

The surface Ap 1 horizon, above the single course of architectural materials comprising Feature 
10, contained 218 historic artifacts, with manufacture dates ranging from the mid-eighteenth 
century through the early twentieth century (Table 20). Excluding modern materials, the surficial 
Ap 1 horizon for Feature 10 in Locus 2 has a TPQ date of 1903 (machine-made bottle glass). The 
buried Ap 2 horizon, under the single course of materials comprising Feature 10, contained 110 
historic artifacts, with manufacture dates ranging from the mid-eighteenth century through the 
early nineteenth century, with a TPQ date of 1815 (underglaze blue hand-painted pearlware) 
(Table 21). Prehistoric artifacts recovered from the Feature 10 area included two quartz shatter 
fragments. 

Table 20. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 2, Ap 1, 
above Feature 10. 

Ceramic Glass Metal Other
6 Domestic Brown Stoneware with 
Albany Slip and Bristol Glaze 
Sherds (1884-1920) 

3 Clear Machine-
Made Bottle 
Fragments (1903-
2000) 

1 Handwrought 
Nail (end 1820) 

1 Plastic Fragment 
(1915-2000) 

1 Scratch Blue White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherd (1744-1775) 

2 Amethyst 
Unidentified Bottle 
Fragments (1880-
1915) 

8 Cut Nail (1805-
2000) 
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Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
2 Plain White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherds (1720-1805) 

1 Milk Glass 
Unidentified Bottle 
Fragment (start 1743) 

2 Wire Nail 
(1850-200) 

6 Plain Astbury-type Earthenware 
Sherds (1720-1750) 

 6 Wire Roofing 
Nail (1875-2000) 

3 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-
1820) 

 6 Can Fragments 
(1837-2000) 

12 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-
1830) 

 1 Machine Cut 
Railroad Spike 
(start 1839) 

1 Underglaze Polychrome High-
Temp Colors Painted Pearlware 
Sherd (1795-1820) 

 2 Nonelectrical 
Wire (1831-
2000) 

1 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware 
Sherd (1783-1830) 

   

1 Blue Hand-Painted Whiteware 
Sherd (1810-1930) 

   

1 Red Transfer Printed Whiteware 
Sherd (1828-1915) 

   

5 Rockingham/Bennington Glazed 
Yellowware Sherds (1830-1930) 

   

39 total 6 total 26 total 1 total 

Table 21. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 2, Ap 2, 
below Feature 10. 

Ceramic Glass Metal 
20 Plain Astbury-type Earthenware 
Sherds (1720-1750) 

1 Olive Green Free-Blown 
Bottle Applied Finish 
Fragment (18th-19th century) 

2 Handwrought Nail (end 
1820) 

21 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)  11 Cut Nail (1805-2000) 
9 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-1830)   
1 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherd 
(1783-1830) 
1 Molded, Hand-Painted Pearlware 
Sherd (1779-1830) 
1 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted 
Pearlware Sherd (1815-1830) 
4 Plain Whiteware Sherds (1810-2000)   
1 Pipe Stem, 5/64th inch Ball Clay (1710-
1750) 
1 Pipe Stem, 6/64th inch Ball Clay (1680-
1710)
59 total 1 total 13 total 
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In summary, Site 44PW2040 Phase II investigations in Locus 2 identified intact complex 
stratigraphy containing features. Locus 2 is possibly associated with the Calvert house 
occupations dating to the late eighteenth through nineteenth centuries. Phase II excavations of 
Locus 2 within Site 44PW2040 show that this portion of the site maintains both vertical and 
horizontal stratigraphic integrity. The buried Ap 2 horizon is interpreted as an 1830s yard 
surface. Subsurface architectural features are also present within Locus 2. Temporal analysis 
suggests that these deposits are stratified, datable deposits that contain historic artifacts and 
architectural debris. Locus 2 has the potential to contribute important information to the site as a 
whole. Locus 2 is located within the APE and is recommended for further work.  

4.6.4 LOCUS 3: MERCHANT HOUSE
Locus 3 is an approximately 8,400 sq ft area defined by the excavation of 19 STs, four 
exploratory STs, and two TUs. Locus 3 consists of the buried Ap horizon containing historic 
artifacts that was identified to the north of the APE on the west side of Graham Street (Figure 
30). This locus is related to the Merchant House noted on the 1930s HABS plan map (Figure 10). 
Locus 3 stretches along either side of the modern gravel driveway (formerly Fairfax Street) and 
includes the buried foundation of the Merchant House. This locus was originally identified in 
Phase I ST 5.8, where a slate foundation feature was identified. Further exploration with Phase II 
STs 24.14, 24.15, J29, J21, J23, J30 and TUs 2 and 3 resulted in the identification of the 
Merchant House foundation (Feature 1) and associated builder’s trench (Feature 4) and planting 
feature (Feature 3) (Figure 55). A probe was used to delineate the extent of the subsurface slate 
Merchant House foundation feature. 

Surface disturbance was noted in ST J23 and ST 24.13. Nearby STs 6.5, 24.11, 24.10, and 24.9 
showed disturbance related to the construction of the gravel driveway and the installation of 
utilities. A power utility runs parallel to Graham Street with power pole utility near ST 6.5. Most 
of the area immediately adjacent to the gravel driveway had been disturbed, with piles of brick 
and slate building material located on either side of the driveway and in the tree line. To the 
south and west of Locus 3, natural soils were encountered in the yard surface of the modern 
house. Locus 3 has also been impacted by the installation of a shed and carport, located on top of 
and next to the subsurface Merchant House slate foundation (Feature 1). 

The northwest corner of the Merchant House foundation (Feature 1) was identified in Locus 3. 
Two additional potential subsurface slate features were identified in ST 25.13, and ST 25.11, but 
were only preliminarily examined. To the north of Locus 3 were natural soils. Near ST 28.13 and 
ST 28.13 was a surficial pile of slate building material, and a third potential subsurface slate 
feature was identified in ST 28.14, but were only preliminarily examined. The Merchant House 
is oriented facing south, so these could be outbuildings located in the rear yard of the house. 

Soils across most of Locus 3 consisted of an approximately 0.6-ft thick Ap 1 horizon of 10YR 
3/1 very dark gray sandy loam over an approximately 0.7-ft thick Ap 2 horizon of 10YR 4/2 dark 
grayish brown sandy loam over a B horizon of 10YR 6/6 brownish yellow sandy clay loam. The 
Ap 1 horizon is interpreted as a modern yard surface and the buried Ap 2 horizon is interpreted 
as n 1850s-yard surface. The Ap 2 horizon is thickest in STs 6.6, 26.10, 27.10, and 25.13 and 
tapers off in proveniences towards the west. The area immediately adjacent to the Merchant 



Figure 49.  Site 44PW2040, Locus 2, Plan view of TU 12 showing Features 5, 6, and 8 and north profiles of the excavated South Half of Feature 5 and South Half
 of Feature 6.
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Figure 50.  Site 44PW2040, Locus 2, East Wall Profile of TU 12 showing Feature 9, and east profile of the excavated
 West Half of Feature 8.
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Figure 51.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, TU 12, 
   base of Strat 4, showing Feature 9 (sandstone block), Feature 5 
   (posthole near north arrow), and disarticulated building material.
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Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 52.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, TU 12, base of Strat 5, close-up
   of Feature 6 (round posthole with plaster mortar) and Feature 8 (square posthole).
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Figure 53.  Site 44PW2040, Locus 2, Plan view of Feature 10 and South Wall profile of TU 4 showing location of Feature 10.
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Figure 54.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, overview
 of Feature 10, single course of building materials, facing south.
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Figure 55.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, overview
   of Feature 1 (Merchant House foundation), showing Feature 3 
   (planting feature) and excavated Feature 4 (builder’s trench).
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House foundation is slightly different, with an approximately 0.4-ft thick Ap 1 of 10YR 3/1 very 
dark gray sandy loam that ends at the top of the stone foundation feature. The Ap 2 horizon 
begins at the level of the top of Feature 1, in areas outside of the house foundation corner, and 
consists of an approximately 0.3-ft thick Ap 2 horizon of 10YR 3/1 dark gray sandy loam 
mottled with 10YR 5/3 brown sandy loam.  The Ap 1 and Ap 2 horizons in the STs around the 
Merchant House foundation were likely created from human alterations to the soil during the 
building, occupation, and demolition of the residence. 

The surface Ap 1 horizon in Locus 3 contained 1,834 historic artifacts, with manufacture dates 
ranging from the mid seventeenth century through the twentieth century. Excluding modern 
materials, the surficial Ap 1 horizon in Locus 3 has a TPQ date of 1903 (machine-made bottle 
glass) (Table 22). The buried Ap 2 horizon at Locus 3 contained 590 historic artifacts, with 
manufacture dates ranging from the mid seventeenth century through the mid-nineteenth century, 
with a TPQ date of 1850 (wire nail) (Table 23). The TPQ for the buried Ap 2 horizon 
immediately adjacent to the Merchant House foundation is 1825 (diamond pattern pressed glass 
tableware). An additional seven historic artifacts were recovered from the buried Ap 3 horizon in 
ST 6.6, the TPQ for this horizon is 1805 (cut nail), and the only other diagnostic artifact was a 
plain tin-glazed earthenware sherd (1640-1800). The 41 historic artifacts from the Ap 1 and Ap 2 
horizons in Phase II ST 26.14 were combined during excavation, so these are excluded from 
analysis. Prehistoric artifacts from this locus included one unidentified sand/grit-tempered 
prehistoric ceramic, one middle stage quartz biface, ten quartz flakes, two quartz flakes with 
cortex, five quartz shatter fragments, and two quartz shatter fragments with cortex. 

Table 22. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 3, Ap 1. 

Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
1 Overglaze Hand-Painted Chinese 
Export Porcelain Sherd (1720-1810) 

3 Olive Green Free-
Blown Bottle Kick 
Fragments (18th-19th

century) 

41 Handwrought 
Nails (end 1820) 

1 Plastic 
Fragment 
(1915-2000) 

14 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted 
Chinese Export Porcelain Sherds 
(1690-1800) 

1 Opaque Air-Twist 
Stemware Stem (1755-
1775) 

75 Cut Nails 
(1805-2000) 

1 Bone Bodkin 
(17th-18th

century) 
1 Plain Chinese Export Porcelain 
Sherd (1690-1910) 

3 Amethyst 
Unidentified Bottle 
Fragments (1880-1915) 

15 Wire Nails 
(1850-2000) 

3 British Brown Imported Stoneware 
Sherds (1690-1775) 

1 Clear Machine-Made 
Bottle Fragment (1903-
2000) 

1 Brass Hook & 
Eye (1836-2000) 

2 Westerwald Incised Blue Imported 
Stoneware Sherds (1700-1775) 

 7 Can Fragments 
(1837-2000) 

1 Westerwald Molded Imported 
Stoneware Sherds (1700-1775) 

   

4 Nottingham Imported Stoneware 
Sherds (1683-1810) 

   

2 Plain Salt Glazed Domestic Brown 
Stoneware (1705-1930) 
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Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
4 Molded White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherds (1740-1765) 

   

71 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherds (1720-1805) 

   

1 Dot Diaper & Basket Pattern White 
Salt-Glazed Stoneware Sherd (1750-
1790) 

   

9 Barley Pattern White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherds (1750-1790) 

   

18 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware 
Sherds (1640-1800) 

   

2 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed 
Earthenware Sherds (1700-1800) 

   

2 Agateware Sherds (1740-1775)    
1 Jackfield Sherd (1740-1800)    
1 Plain Astbury-Type Sherd (1720-
1750) 

   

1 Trailed Slipware Sherd (1670-1795)    
1 Buckley Sherd (1720-1775)    
3 Staffordshire Yellowware Sherds 
(1670-1795) 

   

145 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-
1820) 

   

1 Annular Creamware Sherd (1780-
1815) 

   

2 Clouded/Tortoiseshell Creamware 
Sherds (1750-1770) 

   

11 Molded Creamware Sherds (1762-
1820) 

   

2 Underglaze Polychrome Hand-
Painted Creamware Sherd (1775-1820) 

   

1 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted 
Creamware Sherd (1770-1800) 

   

10 Feather Edge Creamware Sherds 
(1765-1800) 

   

62 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-1830)    
1 Mocha-Dendritic Pearlware Sherd 
(1790-1850) 

   

3 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware 
Sherds (1783-1830) 

   

1 Annular Pearlware Sherd (1780-
1930) 

   

1 Engine-Turned Pearlware Sherd 
(1770-1830) 

   

2 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherds (1780-
1830) 
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Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
1 Marbeled Pearlware Sherd (1775-
1810) 

   

9 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted 
Pearlware Sherds (1815-1830) 

   

11 Plain Whiteware (1810-2000)    
6 Blue Transfer Printed Whiteware 
Sherd (1815-1915) 

   

1 Edge Decorated Whiteware Sherd 
(1810-1900) 

   

1 Underglaze Polychrome Hand-
Painted Whiteware Sherd (1830-1875) 

   

2 Underglaze Painted, Transfer Printed 
Whiteware Sherds (1880-1900) 

   

1 Willow Pattern Transfer Printed 
Whiteware Sherd (1820-2000) 

   

1 Shell Edge Whiteware Sherd (1910-
1900) 

   

1 Plain Ironstone Sherd (1813-1900)    
2 Trailed Slip Redware Sherds (1670-
1850) 

   

1 Rockingham/Bennington Glazed 
Yellowware Sherd (1830-1930) 

   

1 Mocha-Dendritic Yellowware Sherd 
(1840-1939) 

   

4 Pipe Stem, 4/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1750-1800) 

   

10 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1710-1750) 

   

436 total 8 total 139 total 2 total 

Table 23. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 3, Ap 2. 

Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
3 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted 
Chinese Export Porcelain Sherds 
(1690-1800) 

2 Olive Green Free-
Blown Bottle Finish 
Fragments (18th-19th

century) 

15 Handwrought 
Nails (end 1820) 

1 Bone 2-Hole 
Button (end 
1920) 

2 Plain Chinese Export Porcelain 
Sherds (1690-1910) 

1 Diamond Pattern 
Pressed Glass 
Tableware (1825-2000) 

13 Cut Nails 
(1805-2000) 

4 British Brown Imported Stoneware 
Sherds (1690-1775) 

 1 Wire Nail 
(1850-2000) 

1 Nottingham Imported Stoneware 
Sherd (1683-1810) 

 1 Can Fragment 
(1837-2000) 

1 Plain Salt Glazed Domestic Brown 
Stoneware Sherd (1705-1930) 
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Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
1 Albany Slip Domestic Gray 
Stoneware Sherd (1805-1920) 

   

14 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware 
Sherds (1720-1805) 

   

2 Dot Diaper & Basket Pattern White 
Salt-Glazed Stoneware Sherds (1750-
1790) 

   

1 Barley Pattern White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherd (1750-1790) 

   

4 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware 
Sherds (1640-1800) 

   

1 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed 
Earthenware Sherd (1700-1800) 

   

1 Polychrome Decorated Tin-Glazed 
Earthenware Sherd (1700-1800) 

   

3 Powdered Purple Decorated Tin-
Glazed Earthenware Sherds (1628-
1673) 

   

4 Agateware Sherds (1740-1775)    
1 Plain Astbury-Type Sherd (1720-
1750) 

   

4 Engine-Turned Astbury-Type Sherds 
(1720-1750) 

   

108 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-
1820) 

   

8 Hand-Painted Overglaze Creamware 
Sherds (1765-1815) 

   

1 Engine-Turned Creamware Sherd 
(1770-1820) 

   

2 Clouded/Tortoiseshell Creamware 
Sherds (1750-1770) 

   

3 Molded Creamware Sherds (1762-
1820) 

   

1 Underglaze Polychrome Hand-
Painted Creamware Sherd (1775-1820) 

   

32 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-1830)    
6 Underglaze Polychrome High-Temp 
Colors Painted Pearlware Sherds 
(1795-1820) 

   

1 Willow Pattern Transfer Printed 
Pearlware Sherd (1795-1830) 

   

3 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware 
Sherds (1783-1830) 

   

1 Engine-Turned Pearlware Sherd 
(1770-1830) 

   

2 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherds (1780-
1830) 

   



4.0 RESULTS

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

161

Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
4 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted 
Pearlware Sherds (1815-1830) 

   

2 Plain Whiteware (1810-2000)    
1 Staffordshire Yellowware Sherd 
(1670-1795) 

   

7 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1710-1750) 

   

229 total 3 total 30 total 1 total 

The Merchent House foundation was associated with additional features related to its 
construction and use periods. Features 3 and 4 were identified at the base of the Ap 2 horizon 
(Figure 56). Feature 3 was a historic planting feature that was excavated overtop of and partially 
intruded into Feature 4, the builder’s trench feature for the Merchant House foundation. Feature 
3 is an amorphous oval-shaped planting feature of 10YR 4/3 brown sandy loam that overlies the 
larger builder’s trench (Figure 57). Feature 3 had a thin, wide surface and a long and tapering 
channel extending down almost 2 ft from the top of the feature, suggesting that this was a 
historic planting feature with root channels (Figure 58). There were 36 artifacts recovered from 
Feature 3, with a TPQ date of 1805 (cut nail) (Table 24). 

Table 24. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, West Side, Locus 3, Features 3 
and 4. 

Provenience Ceramic Glass Metal 
Feature 3 1 Plain Chinese Export Porcelain 

(1690-1910) 
 2 Handwrought 

Nail (end 1820) 
2 Plain White Salt-Glaze 
Stoneware Sherds (1720-1805) 

 4 Cut Nail (1805-
2000) 

1 Molded White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherd (1740-1765) 
1 Plain Creamware Sherd (1775-
1820) 
1 Plain Pearlware Sherd (1779-
1830) 

Feature 4, Surface 1 Westerwald Incised Blue 
Imported Stoneware Sherd (1700-
1775) 

 5 Cut Nail (1805-
2000) 

1 Staffordshire Yellowware Sherd 
(1670-1795) 
1 Plain Creamware Sherd (1775-
1820) 
1 Molded Creamware Sherd 
(1762-1820) 
1 Pipe Stem, 5/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1710-1750) 
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Provenience Ceramic Glass Metal 
Feature 4 Bisection, 
Level 1 

1 Buckley Sherd (1720-1775) 1 Milk Glass 
Unidentified Bottle 
Fragment (start 
1743) 

 12 total 1 total 11 total 

Feature 4, the Merchant House builder’s trench, encircles the northwest corner of the foundation 
wall and extends out from the western foundation wall approximately 0.6 ft, and from the 
northern foundation wall over 1.5 ft (Figure 59). Feature 4 consists of 10YR 4/6 dark yellowish 
brown sandy clay loam with building materials. Feature 4 was divided into Feature 4A and 4B 
based on the overlap with Feature 3. Feature 4B was bisected and excavated to a depth of almost 
2 ft, where the narrow profile and extensive infilling with slate and brick precluded further 
excavation (Figure 60). There were 33 artifacts recovered from the surface of Feature 4A and 
4B. These had a TPQ date of 1805 (cut nail) (Table 24). There were 36 artifacts recovered from 
the bisection of Feature 4B, with a TPQ date of 1743 (milk glass) (Table 24). 

The bisection of Feature 3 also allowed a better understanding of Feature 1, the Merchant House 
foundation northwest corner. Feature 1 consists of multiple courses of differing building 
materials, most of them locally sourced rock. The upper course consists of an approximately 0.7-
ft thick slate block, probably the local Quantico slate that would have been readily available to 
local residents. The second and third courses consists of approximately 0.4-ft thick sandstone 
blocks, which may be Aquia sandstone, another locally available rock source. Underlying these 
three courses was a course of siltsone, a more unconsolidated local rock type, that may have been 
used to stabilize the upper courses. Feature 4 was the builder’s trench associated with the slate 
foundation, meaning that the artifacts from Level 1 of the bisection of Feature 4 can be used to 
directly date the construction of the Feature 1 stone foundation (Table 24). Based on the two 
diagnostic artifacts recovered from depth within the builder’s trench, the foundation was likely 
constructed sometime between 1743 and 1775, probably on the earlier end of the date range. 

Additional exploratory STs and soil probing were used to define the footprint of the Merchant 
House foundation. The north wall and northeast corner of the Merchant House were uncovered 
in STs 24.14, J21 and J23 (Figure 61). The remaining extent of foundation was probed to 
delineate the central dividing wall, and the east, west, and south outer walls. The subsurface 
foundation probe hits closely followed the plan from the 1935 HABS foundation map (Figure 
10). The probe hit foundation outline measured approximately 44 ft long by 28 ft wide, with a 
central wall located 25 ft from the west wall. This closely approximates the dimensions in the 
HABS map, any discrepancies may be due to the growth of the large walnut tree on the east side 
of the house. 

In summary, Site 44PW2040 Phase II investigations in Locus 3 identified intact complex 
stratigraphy containing features. Locus 3 is possibly associated with Merchant House 
occupations dating to the mid eighteenth through nineteenth centuries. Phase II excavations of 
Locus 3 show that this portion of the site maintains both vertical and horizontal stratigraphic



Figure 56.  Site 44PW2040, Locus 3, Plan view of Feature 1 (Merchant House foundation), Feature 3, and Features
 4A and 4B (builder’s trench).
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Figure 57.  Site 44PW2040, Locus 3, South profile of the excavated North Half of Feature 3.
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Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 58.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, view of excavated north half of 
 Feature 3, showing root channels.
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Figure 59.  Site 44PW2040, Locus 3, North profile of the excavated South Half of Feature 4A.
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Figure SGT5.  1935 photograph of the Merchant House, looking northwest (HABS 1935).

Figure 60.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, view of excavated south half of 
 Feature 4A, builder’s trench, facing east.



4.0 RESULTS

CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY AND 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION OF SITE 44PW2040
ROUTE 1 WIDENING DUMFRIES PROJECT, PRINCE WILLIAM COUNTY, VIRGINIA

172



Figure 61.  Photograph of Phase II excavations at Site 44PW2040, view 
  of Merchant House foundation wall in ST J21, facing east.
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integrity. The buried Ap 2 horizon is interpreted as an 1850s-yard surface. Subsurface 
architectural features are also present within Locus 3. Temporal analysis suggests that these 
deposits are stratified, datable deposits that contain historic artifacts, architectural debris, and 
possible kitchen refuse deposits. Locus 3 has the potential to contribute important information to 
the site as a whole. Locus 3 is located outside of the APE. Further work is recommended for any 
ground-disturbing activities that may be planned at this location in the future. 

4.6.5 LOCUS 4: WATERS HOUSE
Locus 4 is an approximately 3,900 sq ft area defined by the excavation of 12 STs, one 
exploratory ST, and two TUs. Locus 4 consists of a buried Ap horizon containing historic 
artifacts that was identified to the south and west of the standing twentieth century house east of 
Graham Street (Figure 30). This locus was originally identified in Phase I ST 1.2, where a 
possible slate building stone was noted. Phase II shovel testing confirmed the presence of a 
buried Ap horizon, but no foundation or other subsurface features were identified. Surficial 
disturbance was noted in ST 1.2, ST 15.1, ST 16.2, ST 18.4, ST J5, ST J26, TU 7, and TU 13. 

No subsurface features were identified in Locus 4. The buried Ap horizon containing historic 
artifacts is likely related to the demolition of the late eighteenth century house once located in 
this vicinity. The landscape around Locus 4 has been significantly altered by the construction of 
the twentieth century house and related utilities. To the north the landscape has been altered by 
the construction of the house and a gravel driveway, to the east was modern utility disturbance 
including a septic system, and to the south and west were modern roadways and related roadside 
utilities. A modern telephone pole posthole feature was noted in TU 13. 

Soils across most of Locus 4 consisted of an approximately 0.5-ft thick Ap 1 horizon of 10YR 
3/2 very dark grayish brown sandy loam over an approximately 0.9-ft thick buried Ap 2 horizon 
of 10YR 4/4 dark yellowish brown sandy loam over a B horizon of 10YR 5/4 yellowish brown 
sandy clay loam (Figure 62). The surficial Ap 1 horizon was interpreted as a modern yard 
surface and the buried Ap 2 horizon was interpreted as an 1830s yard surface. The Ap 1 and 2 
horizons in Locus 4 had the appearance of plow zones based on their thickness and abrupt 
transitions. The Ap 2 horizon is thickest in STs 16.5, 2.4 S25, 18.4, 15.5, and TU 7, and tapers 
off in proveniences towards the southeast. Disarticulated slate building material was found in 
Locus 4, but no intact features were identified. 

The Ap 1 horizon in Locus 4 contained 154 historic artifacts, with manufacture dates ranging 
from the mid-seventeenth through the mid-nineteenth century. Excluding modern materials, the 
surficial Ap horizon in Locus 2 has a TPQ date of 1850 (wire nail) (Table 25). The buried Ap 2 
horizon at Locus 2 contained 501 historic artifacts, with manufacture dates ranging from the 
mid-seventeenth through the early twentieth century. Excluding modern materials, the Ap 2 
horizon had a TPQ date of 1850 (wire nail) (Table 26). The 16 historic artifacts from the Ap 1 
and Ap 2 horizons in Phase I ST J5 were combined during excavation, so these are excluded 
from analysis. Prehistoric artifacts from this locus included five quartz flakes, one quartz flake 
with cortex, one quartz shatter fragment, and one quartz Savannah River projectile point (4500-
3000 B.P.). 
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Table 25. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, East Side, Locus 4, Ap 1. 

Ceramic Metal 
2 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware Sherds (1720-1805) 8 Cut Nails (1805-2000) 
2 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherds (1640-1800) 1 Wire Nail (1850-2000) 
1 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherd (1700-1800)  
1 Jackfield Sherd (1740-1800)  
1 Staffordshire Yellowware Sherd (1670-1795)  
27 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)  
10 Plain Pearlware Sherds 91779-1830)  
3 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherds (1783-1830)  
2 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted Pearlware Sherds (1815-1830)  
1 Plain Whiteware Sherd (1810-2000)  
2 Edge Decorated Whiteware Sherds (1810-1900)  
1 Red Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd (1828-1915)  
1 Purple Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd (1828-1915)  
1 Trailed Slip Redware Sherd (1670-1850)  
2 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay (1710-1750)  
1 Pipe Stem, 6/64th inch Ball Clay (1680-1710)
58 total 9 total 

Table 26. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, East Side, Locus 4, Ap 2. 

Ceramic Metal Other 
2 Chinese Export Porcelain Sherds (1690-1910) 3 Handwrought Nails (end 

1820) 
1 Plastic Fragment 
(1915-2000) 

1 British Brown Imported Stoneware Sherd (1690-
1775) 

47 Cut Nails (1805-2000)  

2 Nottingham Imported Stoneware Sherds (1683-
1810) 

1 Wire Nail (1850-2000)  

1 Staffordshire Yellowware Sherd (1670-1795)   
1 Plain Salt Glazed Domestic Gray Stoneware 
Sherd (1705-1930) 
9 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware Sherds 
(1720-1805) 
1 Astbury-type Engine Turned Sherd (1720-1750)   
1 Agateware Sherd (1740-1775)   
1 Engine-Turned Red Stoneware Sherd (1763-
1775) 
5 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherds (1640-
1800) 
1 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherd 
(1700-1800) 
66 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)   
1 Annular Creamware Sherd (1780-1815)   
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Ceramic Metal Other 
1 Molded Creamware Sherd (1762-1820)   
1 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted Creamware Sherd 
(1770-1800) 
1 Feather Edge Creamware Sherd (1765-1800)   
28 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-1830)   
2 Underglaze Polychrome High-Temp Colors 
Painted Pearlware Sherds (1795-1820) 
1 Blue Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherd (1783-
1830) 
5 Annular Pearlware Sherds (1780-1930)   
2 Black Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherds (1790-
1830) 
1 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherd (1780-1830)   
4 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted Pearlware Sherds 
(1815-1830) 
4 Plain Whiteware (1810-2000)   
1 Blue Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd (1815-
1915) 
1 Mulberry Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd 
(1829-1915) 
1 Green Transfer Printed Whiteware Sherd (1828-
1915) 
2 Trailed Slip Redware Sherds (1670-1850)   
1 Pipe Stem, 4/64th inch Ball Clay (1750-1800)   
8 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay (1710-1750)   
156 total 51 total 1 total 

In summary, Site 44PW2040 Phase II investigations in Locus 4 identified intact complex 
stratigraphy. Locus 4 is possibly associated with Lot 127 occupations dating to the late 
eighteenth through nineteenth centuries. Phase II excavations of Locus 4 within Site 44PW2040 
show that this portion of the site maintains both vertical and horizontal stratigraphic integrity. No 
subsurface features were identified within Locus 4 during the Phase II evaluation, but the 
potential for features remains. Temporal analysis suggests that Locus 4 deposits are stratified, 
datable deposits that contain historic artifacts and architectural debris. The buried Ap 2 horizon 
within Locus 4 is interpreted as an 1830s occupational surface. Locus 4 has the potential to 
contribute important information to the site as a whole. Locus 4 is located inside the APE and 
further work is recommended. 

4.6.6 LOCUS 5: WATERS BARN
Locus 5 is an approximately 7,200 sq ft area defined by the excavation of 14 STs and one 
exploratory ST. Locus 5 consists of a buried Ap horizon containing historic artifacts that was 
identified to the north and west of the standing barn east of Graham Street. This locus was 
originally identified during the Phase I based on the presence of a thick, sandy Ap horizon with 
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historic artifacts identified along transect 4. Phase II shovel testing confirmed the presence of a 
buried Ap horizon, which continued past three ft below the surface in ST 20.1, ST 20.3, ST J27, 
and ST 22.4. The thickest portion of the buried horizon extends southeast from ST 22.4 towards 
ST 20.1, and tapers off to the northeast. No subsurface features were identified in Locus 5. The 
buried Ap horizon containing historic artifacts is likely related to the demolition of the 
eighteenth-century house once located to the south, and the construction of the extant barn in the 
nineteenth century.

The landscape around Locus 5 has been somewhat altered by the installation of a gravel 
driveway directly south of the standing barn, and the construction of the twentieth century house 
and related utilities to the south, including a septic system.  

Soils across most of Locus 5 consisted of an approximately 0.7-ft thick Ap 1 horizon of 10YR 
4/2 dark grayish brown sandy loam over an approximately 1.3-ft thick Ap 2 horizon of 10YR 4/3 
brown sandy loam over a B horizon of 10YR 5/6 yellowish brown sandy clay loam (Figure 63). 
The surficial Ap 1 horizon was interpreted as a modern yard surface and the buried Ap 2 horizon 
was interpreted as an 1890s layer of sand used by historic occupants to construct the banked 
entrance to the barn. The Ap 2 horizon is thickest in ST 20.1, ST 20.3, ST J27, and ST 22.4. The 
thickest portion of the buried Ap 2 horizon extends southeast from ST 22.4 towards ST 20.1, and 
tapers off to the northeast. 

The surface Ap 1 horizon in Locus 5 contained 162 historic artifacts, with manufacture dates 
ranging from the mid seventeenth century through the early twentieth century. Excluding modern 
materials, the surficial Ap 1 horizon in Locus 5 has a TPQ date of 1903 (machine-made glass) 
(Table 27). The buried Ap 2 horizon at Locus 5 contained 216 historic artifacts, with 
manufacture dates ranging from the mid seventeenth century through the late nineteenth century, 
with a TPQ date of 1892 (crown bottle cap) (Table 28). The 18 historic artifacts from the Ap 1 
and 2 horizons in Phase I ST 4.2 were combined during excavation, so these are excluded from 
analysis. Prehistoric artifacts from this locus included two quartz flakes and one unidentified 
grit-tempered prehistoric ceramic sherd. 

Table 27. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, East Side, Locus 5, Ap 1. 

Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
1 Molded White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware Sherd (1740-1765) 

1 Clear Machine-
Made Bottle 
Fragment (1903-
2000) 

19 Cut Nails (1805-
2000) 

1 Plastic 
Fragment (1915-
2000) 

1 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware 
Sherd (1640-1800) 

 14 Wire Nails 
(1850-2000) 

2 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed 
Earthenware Sherds (1700-1800) 

 1 “PIONEER / 
TUXEDO” 
Suspender Clip 
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Ceramic Glass Metal Other 
1 Polychrome Decorated Tin-
Glazed Earthenware Sherd (1700-
1800) 

 1 Can Fragment 
(1837-2000) 

13 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-
1820) 

 1 .22 Caliber 
Rimfire Cartridge 
(start 1866) 

1 Underglaze Polychrome Hand-
Painted Creamware Sherd (1775-
1820) 
3 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-
1830) 
1 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherd 
(1780-1830) 
2 Plain Whiteware Sherds (1810-
2000) 
1 Trailed Slip Redware Sherd 
(1670-1850) 
1 Pipe Stem, 5/64th inch Ball Clay 
(1710-1750) 
48 total 1 total 36 total 1 total 

Table 28. Diagnostic Historic Artifacts from Site 44PW2040, East Side, Locus 5, Ap 2. 

Ceramic Metal 
1 Prosser 4-hole Button (1840-2000) 3 Cut Nails (1805-2000) 
1 Westerwald Salt Glazed Imported Stoneware Sherd (1683-1810) 1 Wire Nail (1850-2000) 
1 Westerwald Incised Blue Imported Stoneware Sherds (1700-
1775) 

1 Crown Bottle Cap (1892-2000) 

1 Plain White Salt-Glazed Stoneware Sherd (1720-1805)  
1 Domestic Gray Stoneware, Plain Salt Glaze Sherd (1705-1930)  
1 Agateware Sherd (1740-1775)  
1 Plain Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherd (1640-1800)  
2 Blue Decorated Tin-Glazed Earthenware Sherds (1700-1800)  
35 Plain Creamware Sherds (1775-1820)  
1 Engine-Turned Creamware Sherd (1770-1820)  
1 Clouded/Tortoiseshell Creamware Sherd (1750-1770)  
18 Plain Pearlware Sherds (1779-1830)  
4 Underglaze Polychrome High-Temp Colors Painted Pearlware 
Sherds (1795-1820) 
1 Willow Pattern Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherd (1795-1830)  
1 Brown Transfer Printed Pearlware Sherd (1809-1825)  
1 Shell Edge Pearlware Sherd (1780-1830)  
3 Underglaze Blue Hand-Painted Pearlware Sherds (1815-1830)  
2 Plain Whiteware Sherds (1810-2000)  
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Ceramic Metal 
2 Pipe Stems, 5/64th inch Ball Clay (1710-1750)  
78 total 5 total 

In summary, Site 44PW2040 Phase II investigations in Locus 5 identified intact complex 
stratigraphy. Locus 5 is possibly associated with Lot 126 occupations dating to the mid to late 
nineteenth century. Phase II excavations of Locus 5 within Site 44PW2040 show that this portion 
of the site maintains both vertical and horizontal stratigraphic integrity. No subsurface features 
were identified within Locus 5 during the Phase II evaluation. Temporal analysis suggests that 
Locus 5 deposits are stratified, datable deposits that contain historic artifacts. The buried Ap 2 
horizon was interpreted as an 1890s layer of sand used by historic occupants to construct the 
banked entrance to the barn. Locus 5 has the potential to contribute important information to the 
site as a whole. Locus 5 is located inside the APE and further work is recommended. 

4.6.7 PRELIMINARY CERAMIC AND GLASS VESSEL ANALYSIS
Ceramic Minimum Vessel Analysis is an analytical technique that can be used to recreate the 
ceramic assemblage for a given occupation at the site and can also provide useful associations 
between disparate proveniences and stratigraphic levels at an archaeological site, for instance, 
mending ceramic sherds from two separate loci may indicate an association between the 
buildings or occupants of these parts of the landscape. Ceramic assemblages can also give insight 
into the social dynamics of cooking and dining practices. Aspects of the ceramic collection such 
as function, decoration style, form, and association with a set can provide valuable information 
for archaeological analysis. 

There is an extensive ceramic assemblage from Site 44PW2040. Table 29 shows the number of 
sherds and percentages of ware and decoration. These ceramic counts suggest that a Phase III 
Data Recovery ceramic analysis would have the potential to address research questions about 
cooking and dining practices in early Dumfries. Aspects of the ceramic assemblage can be used 
to reveal patterns in ceramic consumption through a temporal analysis of economic and stylistic 
trends. For example, the relative proportion of imported to domestic sherds can show a reliance 
on foreign (89.8%) versus locally-produced (10.1%) ceramics. Seventeenth-century British 
ceramics were either stoneware, tin-glazed earthenware, or lead glazed earthenware (Hume 
1969:102). The prevalence of imported ceramics at Site 44PW2040 reflects on limited ceramic 
production in early Colonial America. 



Figure 62. Site 44PW2040, Locus 4, West Wall profile of TU 13.
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Figure 63. Site 44PW2040, Locus 5, North Wall profile of ST J27.
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Table 29. Percent of Ceramic Types and Decoration Styles from Phase I and II Excavations 
at Site 44PW2040. 

Ceramic 
Ware Type 

Ceramic Ware 
Description 

Decoration Style Date 
Range

Sherd
Count

% of 
Total

Imported
Porcelain

Chinese Export Porcelain Undecorated 1690-1910 19 0.23 
Underglaze Blue 1690-1800 49 0.59 
Overglaze, Deteriorated 1790-1825 2 0.02 
Overglaze, China Trade n/a 3 0.04 

Chinese Export Porcelain Total:  73 0.87 

Hard-Paste Porcelain  Japanese Blue Hand-Painted 1868-2000 4 0.05 
Hand-Painted n/a 21 0.25 
Undecorated/ Unidentified n/a 122 1.46 

Hard-Paste Porcelain Total:  147 1.76 

Imported Porcelain Total:  220 2.63 

Imported
Stoneware

British Brown or Gray 
Stoneware

British Brown 1690-1775 26 0.31 
Nottingham 1683-1810 18 0.22 

British Brown and Gray Stoneware Total:  44 0.53 

German Gray Stoneware Westerwald, Plain 1700-1775 8 0.10 
Westerwald Incised Blue 1700-1775 33 0.39 

German Gray Stoneware Total:  41 0.49 

Red Stoneware Glazed, Engine-Turned 1763-1775 8 0.10 
Clear Glaze 1790-1830 5 0.06 
Black Glaze n/a 1 0.01 

Red Stoneware Total:  14 0.17 

White Salt-Glazed 
Stoneware

Undecorated 1720-1805 266 3.18 
Overall Molded 1740-1764 34 0.41 
Scratch Blue 1744-1775 4 0.05 
Dot, Diaper & Basket 
Pattern

1750-1790 8 0.10 

Barley Pattern 1750-1790 18 0.22 
White Salt-Glazed Stoneware Total:  330 3.95 

Imported Stoneware Total:  429 5.13 

Domestic 
Stoneware

Domestic Brown 
Stoneware

Plain Salt Glaze 1705-1930 25 0.30 
Albany Slip/Bristol Glaze 1884-1920 6 0.07 
British Brown-like n/a 20 0.24 
Underfired/Unidentified n/a 15 0.18 

Domestic Brown Stoneware Total:  66 0.79 

Domestic Gray Plain Salt Glaze 1705-1930 26 0.31 
Albany Slip 1805-1920 1 0.01 
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Ceramic 
Ware Type 

Ceramic Ware 
Description 

Decoration Style Date 
Range

Sherd
Count

% of 
Total

Stoneware Blue Decorated n/a 4 0.05 
Brown Salt Glaze n/a 16 0.19 
Underfired/Unidentified n/a 18 0.22 

Domestic Gray Stoneware Total:  65 0.78 

Domestic Stoneware Total: 560 6.70 

Imported
Early Refined 
Earthenware

Astbury-Type Glazed 1720-1750 47 0.56 
Glazed, Engine-Turned 1720-1750 29 0.35 

Astbury-Type Total:  76 0.91 

Agateware Clear or Brown Glaze 1740-1775 75 0.90 
Agateware Total:  75 0.90 

Jackfield Black Glaze 1740-1800 15 0.18 
Jackfield Total:  15 0.18 

Imported Early Refined Earthenware Total:  166 1.99 

Imported
Coarse
Earthenware

Buff-Bodied Earthenware Staffordshire Yellowware 1670-1795 24 0.29 
Whieldon/Clouded 1740-1770 1 0.01 
Canary Ware 1783-1835 3 0.04 
Other Glaze n/a 9 0.11 
Unglazed/Unidentified n/a 4 0.05 

Buff-Bodied Earthenware Total:  41 0.49 

Other Coarse 
Earthenware

Buckley 1720-1775 36 0.43 
Salmon Body n/a 4 0.05 

Other Coarse Earthenware Total:  40 0.48 

Tin-Glazed Earthenware Powdered-Purple 1628-1673 8 0.10 
Plain White Glaze 1640-1800 142 1.70 
Blue Decoration 1700-1800 45 0.54 
Polychrome Decoration 1700-1800 6 0.07 
Unidentified n/a 35 0.42 

Tin-Glazed Earthenware Total:  236 2.82 

Slipware Trailed, Clear Glaze 1670-1795 5 0.06 
Slipware Total:  5 0.06 

Imported Coarse Earthenware Total: 322 3.85 

Domestic 
Coarse
Earthenware

Redware Trailed Slip, Clear Glaze 1670-1850 19 0.23 
Black Glaze n/a 37 0.44 
Brown Glaze n/a 60 0.72 
Mud Brown Glaze n/a 15 0.18 
Clear Glaze n/a 9 0.11 
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Ceramic 
Ware Type 

Ceramic Ware 
Description 

Decoration Style Date 
Range

Sherd
Count

% of 
Total

Reddish-Orange Glaze n/a 16 0.19 
Green Glaze n/a 5 0.06 
Yellow Glaze n/a 9 0.11 
Unglazed/Unidentified n/a 36 0.43 

Redware Total:  206 2.47 

Domestic Coarse Earthenware Total:  206 2.47 

Imported
Refined
White
Earthenware

Creamware Clouded/Tortoiseshell 1750-1770 22 0.26 
Molded 1762-1820 34 0.41 
Feather Edge 1765-1800 14 0.17 
Hand-Painted Overglaze 
Enamel 

1765-1815 20 0.24 

Underglaze Blue 1770-1800 2 0.02 
Pierced 1770-1815 1 0.01 
Engine-Turned 1770-1820 9 0.11 
Shell Edge 1774-1800 15 0.18 
Undecorated 1775-1820 3,326 39.80 
Underglaze Polychrome 1775-1820 9 0.11 
Annular 1780-1815 11 0.13 
Transfer Print 1784-1795 3 0.04 
Unidentified n/a 4 0.05 

Creamware Total:  3,470 41.53 

Pearlware Engine-Turned 1770-1830 17 0.20 
Trailed or Dot 1770-1830 1 0.01 
Marbled 1775-1810 8 0.10 
Gilded 1779-1812 1 0.01 
Molded, Hand-Painted 1779-1830 7 0.08 
Monochrome Hand-Painted 1779-1830 1 0.01 
Undecorated 1779-1830 1,707 20.43 
Molded 1780-1830 34 0.41 
Shell Edge 1780-1830 75 0.90 
Annular 1780-1930 40 0.48 
Blue Transfer Print 1783-1830 197 2.36 
Pierced 1785-1810 1 0.01 
Black Transfer Print 1790-1830 4 0.05 
Mocha-Dendritic 1790-1850 17 0.20 
Underglaze Painted High-
Temperature Colors 

1795-1820 101 1.21 

Willow Pattern Transfer 
Print 

1795-1830 44 0.53 

Shell Edge, Even Scallop, 
Curved Lines 

1802-1834 11 0.13 

Shell Edge, Even Scallop, 
Straight Lines 

1809-1831 81 0.97 

Brown Transfer Print 1809-1825 1 0.01 
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Ceramic 
Ware Type 

Ceramic Ware 
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Decoration Style Date 
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Sherd
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Underglaze Painted High-
Temperature Colors with 
Blue 

1815-1830 9 0.11 

Underglaze Painted Blue, 
Floral 

1815-1830 9 0.11 

Underglaze Painted Blue, 
Broad Brush 

1815-1830 222 2.66 

Wheat Pattern 1820-1830 9 0.11 
Green Transfer Print 1830-1840 3 0.04 
Sponged 1830-1840 11 0.13 
Underglaze Painted Chrome 
Colors 

1830-1860 2 0.02 

Unidentified n/a 6 0.07 
Pearlware Total:  2,619 31.34 

Whiteware Shell Edge, Even Scallop, 
Straight Lines 

1809-1831 1 0.01 

Shell Edge 1810-1900 3 0.04 
Edge Decorated 1810-1900 9 0.11 
Annular 1810-1925 3 0.04 
Blue Hand Painted 1810-1930 9 0.11 
Molded 1810-2000 2 0.02 
Undecorated 1810-2000 159 1.90 
Blue Transfer Print 1815-1915 27 0.32 
Black Transfer Print 1820-1915 12 0.14 
Willow Pattern Transfer 
Print 

1820-2000 7 0.08 

Shell Edge, Even Scallop, 
Curved Lines 

1825-1834 4 0.05 

Green Transfer Print 1828-1915 5 0.06 
Purple Transfer Print 1828-1915 2 0.02 
Red Transfer Print 1828-1915 9 0.11 
Mulberry Transfer Print 1829-1915 14 0.17 
Polychrome Hand-Painted 1830-1875 3 0.04 
Flow Blue 1845-1910 2 0.02 
Transfer Print, Underglaze 
Painted 

1880-1900 5 0.06 

Whiteware Total:  276 3.30 
Ironstone Plain White 1813-1900 5 0.06 

Ironstone Total:  4 0.05 

White Granite Ware Molded 1842-1995 2 0.02 
White Granite Ware Total:  2 0.02 

Imported Refined White Earthenware Total: 6,371 76.24 
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