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MEETING AGENDA

Rating Bicycle Comfort

Public Input Summary

Next Steps

2015 Reg. Network

Project Recap
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Project 

Recap
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Why Are we Conducting this Study?

MEASURE
PROGRESS

Did we build out the network as 
planned?

UPDATE
NETWORK

What is new / different from what was 
recommended in the 2004 study?

GAUGE
PERFORMANCE

Provide a baseline on the quality of the 
current network
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2003 Existing and Proposed Network

2003 Northern Virginia Regional 
Bikeway and Trail Network:  
Existing and Proposed
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Draft Existing 2015 Network (with LDM*)

Draft Existing 
2015 Northern 
Virginia Regional 
Bikeway and Trail 
Network

*LDM = Latent Demand Method
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Rating 

Bicycle 

Comfort
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BLOS Components: Motor Vehicles
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BLOS Components: Roadways
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Public 

Input 
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Web Survey (MetroQuest)
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Total Responses
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Total Responses
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Demographics 
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Demographics
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Responses by Zip (Normalized by Pop.)

MetroQuest Input / 
Population
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Respondents’ Origins and Destinations

Activity Centers

(MWCOG, 2013) Activity Centers 

(MWCOG, 2013)
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Respondents’ Origins and Destinations
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Respondents’ Commuter Destinations
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Reasons for Bicycling
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Crowd-

sourced

input
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Bicycle Level of Service (BLOS)

Advantages

• Data driven

• Good measure for 
on-road conditions

• Reproducible

• Editable

Disadvantages

• Data intensive

• Not useful for 
intersections

• Does not typically 
account for off-road 
facilities

• Does not distinguish 
between shoulders 
and bike lanes
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Bicycle Comfort Input
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Bicycle Comfort Input

Lots of cyclists use 
Fairfax Drive to get 

to/from the Custis Trail. 
Drivers are paying 

attention, there are bike 
lanes. It’s pretty good.
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Bicycle Comfort Input
But the model said…

But only the “strong and fearless” are 
comfortable riding on a road like this…

The data analysis gave this an “A”
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Bicycle Comfort Input
But the model said…

“There's a 
bike lane 

here!”

The data analysis gave this a “D”
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Bicycle Comfort Input

Participants’ average bicycle comfort ratings on a scale of 
1 to 5 (with 5 being “very comfortable”)
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Regional Network Input

https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=zjqso3hT_gsw.kYBDLTk4F0e0&usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/maps/d/edit?mid=zjqso3hT_gsw.kYBDLTk4F0e0&usp=sharing
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Regional Network Input
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The 2015 

Draft 

Regional 

Network
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Comparing the 2003 and 2015 Networks

**The 2015 Regional 
Network includes 
approximately 1 mile of 
protected bicycle lanes (S. 
Eads Street and Hayes
Street in Arlington)

*The 2003 totals included 
approximately 65 miles of 
funded, but not yet 
constructed facilities.
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The 2015 DRAFT Regional Network
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Completing 

the study
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Finishing Steps

• Draft Report 

• Public Meeting and Comments

• Complete Report
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Questions?

Contact Information:
Cindy Engelhart, VDOT, Project Manager 
cindy.engelhart@VDOT.Virginia.gov

Chris Chop, Michael Baker Int’l, Transportation Planner
christopher.chop@mbakerintl.com

mailto:cindy.engelhart@VDOT.Virginia.gov
mailto:christopher.chop@mbakerintl.com

