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• The construction project will widen 2.2 miles of Route 
221 in the Forest area from a two-lane road to a five-
lane road.  The widened road will have two travel 
lanes in each direction and a center turn lane.  

 
• In June 2007, the Commonwealth Transportation 

Board awarded a $15.3 million contract to Lynchburg-
based contractor W.C. English Inc.  Work will begin in 
July 2007.   

 
• The project is bound on both ends by four-lane 

sections of Route 221.  The project starts 0.5 mile 
west of the Norfolk Southern Railroad tracks and ends 
just east of Route 663 (Perrowville Road).  About 
18,000 vehicles per day use this section of Route 221. 

 
• Construction will be completed in two phases.  Phase I 

will widen 1.3 miles of Route 221 east of Route 811 
(Thomas Jefferson Road) toward Route 1489 (Venture 
Drive).  Phase I is expected to be completed in 
September 2008.  Phase II will widen 0.9 miles of 
Route 221 west of Route 811 toward Route 1485 
(Ambassador Drive).  Phase II is expected to be 
completed in September 2009. 

 

• Both Phase I and Phase II will require three major 
traffic shifts.  One lane of traffic will be maintained in 
each direction during daylight hours.  Flaggers will 
direct traffic during nighttime hours between 9 p.m. 
and 5 a.m., Sunday through Thursday.   

 
• The project includes building a right turn lane from 

westbound Route 221 onto northbound Gum Tree 
Road, a right turn lane from northbound Elkton Farm 
Road onto eastbound Route 221 and a right turn lane 
from northbound Rustic Village Road onto eastbound 
Route 221.  A second left turn lane also will be added 
from northbound Route 811 onto westbound Route 
221. 

 
• Work also includes replacing a small bridge over an 

unnamed stream near Route 609 and building two 
storm water management basins.   

 
• To widen Route 221, the contractor will place 

approximately 76,000 tons of asphalt, lay about 
20,000 linear feet of storm drainage pipe, install more 
than 20,000 linear feet of concrete curbing and put 
down approximately 70,000 tons of base stone.  

 

We Keep Virginia Moving                         www.VirginiaDOT.org 

July 2007 


